
2019 Congregational Survey Summary 
Representative Answers 

 
 What is the most meaningful experience you have had at Advent? 

o The warmness of Advent from the very first moment we came. 
Because of the way people here make you feel....you want to 
whatever you can to keep that going.....and see that this church 
survives the test of time. 

o There have been many, but when we "passed the hat" to make sure 
a parishioner was not evicted I thought we were really acting like a 
family 

o So many but most recently the comfort we received in times of 
grief, and giving this same to others. 

o Fellowship of the congregation. We met several people in smaller 
settings at the progressive dinners. 

o Our worship experience each week and Advent is meaningful. 
o There have been many. Two stand out. Washing of the feet and 

lighting candles and prayers of intention on Good Friday. 
 What is Advent trying to accomplish? (What does it mean for us to be a 

vital congregation?) 
o Advent accomplishes bringing people closer to God and the 

message of Jesus Christ. 
o We are trying to make the community....and other places better. 

Lord knows the world needs help in so many ways.....less and less 
care....less and less are trying to help those wandering in the 
wilderness without direction. 

o Advent, I hope, is accomplishing the goal of providing a beautiful 
and welcoming place for all to worship God, strengthen their faith, 
and provide for the needs of its members. 

o There is always an outreach activity going on. 
o Nurture spiritual growth of people of all ages, be welcoming and 

expand the congregation, be a voice in the community, be servants 
to people in need wherever they may be 

o We still need to be a faith community that supports and nurtures 
the faith of all of us, even though "faith" and "religion" are not in 
style. So the Advent community needs to be nurtured, but many 
times we nurture that faith by acts outside of our community. 

 What does Advent do to meet that goal? (What do we invest time, effort, 
money, and resources on?) 

o We feed the homeless, send items to needy groups, missions, etc. 



o So many wonderful projects....I have always loved Advent.....but I 
am very much appreciative for Pastor Joseph....there is a bee 
breath of life in our church that is now moving us forward to many 
new and wonderful things! 

o Clearly Advent has invested in its building and grounds, 
endowments, and outreach to many community and mission 
efforts. Hopefully, supplying our leadership with adequate 
compensation will also help facilitate longevity. 

o Support advocacy organizations (like Lutheran Episcopal Advocacy 
Ministry NJ) to accomplish the greater good in the world beyond 
our immediate sphere. Be creative and continue to explore new 
ways to help others within our reach. 

o Support of members and ways to bring the community together. 
The social events are important and need to be continued. Having 
out-reach projects also brings us together 

 Why do we do the things you listed above? (What motivates you to be 
involved in the life of the church?) 

o We aspire to be better people. We care about all God’s creatures, 
ecology, theology, all life in our universe. 

o If you are strengthened and supported by your faith, and realize 
the importance of Jesus in your life, you will be motivated to 
nurture your faith by attending church. 

o It's important to give back to the larger world. 
o We respond with gratitude for all the blessings we enjoy. 
o Spiritual inspiration, hunger for the Word 
o It is a community of caring dedicated people. Coming to Church 

after a long week is like coming home. 
 Who is Advent responsible for? (What constituency do we seek to serve?) 

o we serve the Wyckoff and surrounding community, so I guess it 
starts there 

o All of God's children, especially enabling and challenging those in 
the Wyckoff area to serve those in that area and around the world 

o Anyone and everyone who seeks spiritual enlightenment 
o That’s a hard one as there is soooo much need both locally and 

globally 
 I want Advent to be known for being: 

o Open, embracing and different-----"not your 'grandmothers' 
church" 

o A loving, warm and challenging congregation. A little hug helps, too. 
o Inclusive, non-judgmental, innovative and personal. 
o a welcoming and warm church where my faith in God is sustained 

by participating in meaningful worship services, upholding the 



traditions of the Lutheran church, and providing fellowship with 
others who want to share the gift of faith with the world around 
them.  

 
Questions to Consider 

 Did the answers above surprise you? 
 Which of these questions was the hardest for you to answer? 
 If someone asked you to tell them Advent’s story, what would you say? 

How might other people in the congregation tell it differently? 
 
Principles 

 The kingdom of God provides the vision of what we are trying to 
accomplish.  (Vision) 

 The needs of the community determine what we do. (Mission) 
 The hospitality of Jesus shapes how we engage with others. (Welcome) 
 Gratitude motivates us to participate in God’s work.  

 
Takeaways 

 Institutions are experienced differently by people inside and outside of 
them. 

 Changing norms mean that things that were once assumed or considered 
normal are no longer viewed that way. 

 We seek partnerships and ways to shape life in our communities 
creatively, not competitively.  

 


