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PRELUDE Sinfonia in G Minor  Bach  

In the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Lord God, our maker and our redeemer, this is your world and we are 
your people: come among us and save us. 
 
We have wilfully misused your gifts of  creation. 
We have seen the ill-treatment of  others 
and have not gone to their aid. 
We have condoned evil and dishonesty 
and failed to strive for justice. 
We have heard the good news of  Christ, 
but have failed to share it with others; 
We have not loved you with all our heart, 
nor our neighbours as ourselves. 
 
God, the source of  all mercies, has given us the gift of  reconciliation 
through the death and resurrection of  Jesus Christ, not counting our 
trespasses against us, but sending the Holy Spirit to shed abroad the 
divine love among us. By the ministry of  reconciliation entrusted by 
Christ to his church, receive his pardon and peace to stand before him 
in his strength alone, this day and evermore. 
Amen. 
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Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let 
us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; re-
deemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
to subdue nations before him 
  and strip kings of  their robes, 
to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
I will go before you 
  and level the mountains, 
I will break in pieces the doors of  bronze 
  and cut through the bars of  iron, 
I will give you the treasures of  darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
  the God of  Israel, who call you by your name. 
For the sake of  my servant Jacob, 
  and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
  I surname you, though you do not know me. 
I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
so that they may know, from the rising of  the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the Lord do all these things.  
 
Word of  God, word of  life. Thanks be to God. 
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THE DAY 



This is the holy gospel according to St. Matthew. Glory to you, O 
Lord. 
 
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he 
said. So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, 
saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of  
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for 
you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you 
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, 
aware of  their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought 
him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 
whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to 
them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emper-
or’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, 
they were amazed; and they left him and went away.  
“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man 
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, 
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he 
was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 
and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of  teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”  
 
The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ 
CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cru-
cified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heav-
en, he is seated at the right hand of  the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the commun-
ion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection 
of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Confident of  your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we 
pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share 
your good news. We pray for Bobby Magoolaghan, newly 
baptized. Inspire us live our baptismal promises by helping 
him grow in faith in you and love toward others. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of  praise, the heavens and all creation declare your sal-
vation. From the rising of  the sun to its setting, may the 
whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted 
stewards of  all that you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of  all, may your word of  justice sound forth in every 
place. Restore divided nations and communities with recon-
ciling truth. We pray especially this week for the people of  
Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba, 
Curaçao, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, 
Haiti, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Sint Maarten, St Kitts-Nevis, St 
Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad 
and Tobago. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

PRAYERS OF 
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PRAYER 

God of  light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, iso-
lation, grief, anger, or doubt (especially). Join their voices in 
a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We praise you, O God, for the wisdom for living, and the 
commitment which our dignified and courageous ancestors 
taught us, the neighbours in whom we became acquainted 
with you. May we never underestimate the value of  all that 
you afford us . Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
With thanksgiving we remember those who have died. Keep 
us in communion with all the saints until we, at last, find our 
rest in you. Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
We offer these prayers in the name of  the one who leads us 
toward what lies ahead, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Be careful as you go out into God’s creation, for it does not 
belong to you. Be alert and hesitant, for sometimes God is 
but a whisper. Be gentle with one another, for you are be-
loved. And the blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with your 
always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Bear God’s image. 
Thanks be to God.  
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