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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 

MARCH 30, 2024 
 

 
Welcome to Advent. Glad you’re here. Responses from the assembly 
are in bold. Notes for the assembly are in italics.  A ^ marks when 
the assembly is invited to stand.  

PRELUDE  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY ^ 
Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people 
to himself. Grant that we who have been born out of  his wounded 
side may at all times find mercy in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

 
 
 
 

HYMN ^ “WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS” 
ELW #803 
 
 
 

 
 



2 

 

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 
Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley to a place 
where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now 
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place because Jesus often 
met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of  sol-
diers together with police from the chief  priests and the Pharisees, 
and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then 
Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 
asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered, “Jesus of  
Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “Here I am.” Judas, who betrayed him, was 
standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “Here I am,” they 
stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, “Whom 
are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of  Nazareth.” Jesus an-
swered, “I told you that here I am. So if  you are looking for me, let 
these people go.” This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, 
“I did not lose a single one of  those whom you gave me.” Then Si-
mon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, 
and cut off  his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to 
Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the 
cup that the Father has given me?” So the soldiers, their officer, and 
the Judean police arrested Jesus and bound him. First they took him 
to Annas, who was the father-in-law of  Caiaphas, the high priest that 
year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was bet-
ter to have one person die for the people. Simon Peter and another 
disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the high 
priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of  the high priest, 
but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who 
was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who 
guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, 
“You are not also one of  this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I  
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am not.” Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire be-
cause it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming 
themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 
 

HYMN ^ “AH, HOLY JESUS” 
ELW #349 
 
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples 
and about his teaching. Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the 
world; I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where 
all the Jewish people come together. I have said nothing in secret. 
Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they 
know what I said.” When he had said this, one of  the police stand-
ing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer 
the high priest?” Jesus answered, “If  I have spoken wrongly, testify 
to the wrong. But if  I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” 
Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. Now Si-
mon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, 
“You are not also one of  his disciples, are you?” He denied it and 
said, “I am not.” One of  the slaves of  the high priest, a relative of  
the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in 
the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the 
cock crowed. Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s head-
quarters. It was early in the morning. They themselves did not enter 
the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to 
eat the Passover.  
 

So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring 
against this man?” They answered, “If  this man were not a criminal, 
we would not have handed him over to you.” Pilate said to them, 
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“Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.” The Ju 
dean authorities replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to 
death.” (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the 
kind of  death he was to die.) 
 

HYMN ^ “THEY CRUCIFIED MY LORD” 
ELW #350 
 
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and 
asked him, “Are you the King of  the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you 
ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, 
“I am not Jewish, am I? Your own nation and the chief  priests have 
handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My 
kingdom does not belong to this world. If  my kingdom belonged to 
this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 
handed over to the Judean authorities. But as it is, my kingdom is not 
from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, 
“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came 
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the 
truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 
After he had said this, he went out to the Judeans again and told 
them, “I find no case against him. But you have a custom that I re-
lease someone for you at the Passover. Do you want me to release 
for you the King of  the Jews?” They shouted in reply, “Not this man 
but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a rebel.  
 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a 
crown of  thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a 
purple robe. They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of  the 
Jews!” and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to  
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them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I  
find no case against him.” So Jesus came out wearing the crown of  
thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!” 
When the chief  priests and the police saw him, they shouted, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him your-
selves and crucify him; I find no case against him.” The Judean au-
thorities answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law 
he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of  God.” 
 

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He en-
tered his headquarters again and asked Jesus, “Where are you 
from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, 
“Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have power 
to release you and power to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, 
“You would have no power over me unless it had been given you 
from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty 
of  a greater sin.” From then on Pilate tried to release him, 
but the Judeans cried out, “If  you release this man, you are no 
friend of  Caesar. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself  
against Caesar.” 
 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside 
and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, 
or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of  Preparation for the 
Passover, and it was about noon. He said to the Judeans, “Here is 
your King!” They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! Cruci-
fy him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?”  The chief  
priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” Then Pilate handed 
Jesus over to them to be crucified 
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HYMN ^ “THE OLD RUGGED CROSS” 
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So they took Jesus, and carrying the cross by himself  he went out to 
what is called The Place of  the Skull, which in Hebrew is called 
Golgotha. There they crucified him and with him two others, one 
on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an inscrip-
tion written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of  Nazareth, the 
King of  the Jews.” Many of  the Judeans read this inscription be-
cause the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, 
and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief  
priests of  the temple said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of  the 
Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of  the Jews.’” Pilate answered, 
“What I have written I have written.” When the soldiers had cruci-
fied Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, 
one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one  
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another, “Let us not tear it but cast lots for it to see who will get it.” 
This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my clothes 
among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” And that is 
what the soldiers did. 
 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of  Jesus were his mother, 
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of  Clopas, and Mary Magda-
lene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your 
son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. After 
this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to 
fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.”  
 

A jar full of  sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full 
of  the wine on a branch of  hyssop and held it to his mouth. When 
Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed 
his head and gave up his spirit. 
 

HYMN ^ “HOLY GOD, HOLY AND GLORIOUS” 
ELW #637 
 

BIDDING PRAYER  
Let us pray for the holy church throughout the world. 
Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations 
in Jesus Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it 
throughout the world. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your 
name, and bring the good news of  salvation in Christ to all people. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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At the end of  each petition…  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would 
have us ask. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AROUND THE CROSS  
The litany is repeated three times 

 
 
 
 

Behold the life-giving cross, 
 on which was hung the Savior of  | the whole world. 
Oh, come, let us | worship him. 
 

The assembly is invited to gather at around the cross for a time of  meditation 
and prayer. If  you would like laying on of  hands while you pray, please stand 
at the head of  the cross.  
 

HYMN “GREAT GOD, YOUR LOVE HAS CALLED US HERE” 
ELW #358 
 

We adore you, O Christ, | and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have re- | deemed the world. 
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MISSION 

To grow in faith through worship, learning, and serving together. 
 
VISION 

To inspire, strengthen, and give hope through faith and love. 
 
WELCOME 

We believe God’s love is expansive and unconditional. Through 
Christ, God calls us to love one another as God loves us. We  
celebrate people of  every age, culture, difference of  ability,  
economic circumstance, ethnic background, family configura-
tion, gender identity, race, and sexual orientation. We recognize 
the worth, dignity, and gifts of  everyone as a child of  God.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


