
1 

 

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
EVE OF THE FIFTH  
SUNDAY OF EASTER 
APRIL 27, 2024 

Welcome to Advent. Glad you’re here. Everyone is invited to receive 
communion at today’s service. Responses from the assembly are in 
bold. Notes for the assembly are in italics.  A ^ marks when the  
assembly is invited to stand.  

PRELUDE “GREATNESS OF OUR GOD” 
Blue Binder p. 66 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ^ 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of  your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of  your holy name. Amen. 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 
saved. In the name of  ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Al-
mighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 

GREETING ^ 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the com-
munion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY ^ 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we can-
not live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the 
fruit of  love and know the fullness of  your joy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN ^ “HOW GREAT ARE YOU, LORD”  
Blue Binder p. 33 
 

READING 1 JOHN 4:7-21 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; every-
one who loves is born of  God and knows God. Whoever does not 
love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that 
we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if  we love one anoth-
er, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of  his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the  
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Father has sent his Son as the Savior of  the world. God abides in 
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of  God, and they abide in 
God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 
abides in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness on the day of  judgment, because as he is, so are 
we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 
fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those 
who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; 
for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 
cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we 
have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 
and sisters also.  
The word of  the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL JOHN 15:1- 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that 
bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as 
I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself  unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do noth-
ing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If  you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified  
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by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”  
The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN “SEED, SCATTERED AND SOWN” 
Blue Binder p. 62 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED ^  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who  
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was  
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of  the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection 
of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION ^ 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of  good news.  
After each petition: God of  grace, hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we 
pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resur-
rected and living Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE ^ 
The peace of  the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
The assembly shares a sign of  Christ’s peace. 
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HYMN ^ “I BELIEVE” 
Blue Binder p. 59 
 

OFFERING PRAYER ^ 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts 
that we offer here be signs of  your abiding love. Form us to be 
your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true 
vine. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE AND PREFACE ^ 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 
thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right… join in their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS ^ 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION ^ 
… let us proclaim the mystery of  faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
… now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER ^ 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not in-
to temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 
The assembly is invited to receive communion at the altar rail. Gluten free wafers 
and white grape juice are available. There are no outcasts, no strangers, no un-
welcome guests at Christ’s table. 
 

HYMN “COME, LET US EAT” 
ELW (Red hymnal) #491 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER ^ 
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and 
nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of  
Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen. 
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BLESSING ^ 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of  resurrection power, the Christ of  unending joy, 
and the Spirit of  Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN ^ “TO LIVE ON” 
Blue Binder p. 58 
 

DISMISSAL ^ 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



8 

 

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
777 WYCKOFF AVENUE | WYCKOFF, NJ 07481 

(201) 891-1031 | ADVENTLUTHERANWYCKOFF.ORG 
 

A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 
 

MISSION 

To grow in faith through worship, learning, and serving together. 
 
VISION 

To inspire, strengthen, and give hope through faith and love. 
 
WELCOME 

We believe God’s love is expansive and unconditional. Through 
Christ, God calls us to love one another as God loves us. We  
celebrate people of  every age, culture, difference of  ability,  
economic circumstance, ethnic background, family configura-
tion, gender identity, race, and sexual orientation. We recognize 
the worth, dignity, and gifts of  everyone as a child of  God.  
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