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FROM PASTOR JOSEPH 

 

This summer, I’ve been collecting questions 
from you all to talk about during our Sermon 
on the Steps. We’ve had questions on how to 
support people who are grieving, the Nicene 
Creed, and the liturgical colors of the church 
year. I got another question the other day that I 
thought I’d try to answer here. It reads, “In the 
Beatitudes, Jesus tells us who is ‘blessed,’ (poor, 
meek, etc.) and yet we use the expression ‘we are 
blessed’ when good things/material things are 
given to us. Why?” The question gets at the 
tension that’s in the Beatitudes. The Beatitudes 
seem, at least at first glance, flat out wrong. 
The poor, meek, and mournful are not blessed. 
So why does Jesus say that? 
 Part of the tension comes from whether 
we read the Beatitudes as a description of 
something that’s currently true or as a promise 
of something that will be true. For example, the 
central theme in Matthew’s gospel is Jesus’ 
proclamation that the kingdom of God has 
come near. The kingdom of God means the 
time when God and God’s way of being present 
in Jesus will be fully manifested in the world. 
Jesus wants his disciples to expect to see the 
kingdom of God breaking into the world 
through Jesus. The kingdom of God, we could 
say, is already here but not yet fully present. 
 Jesus tells the poor, meek, mournful, etc. 
that they are blessed because they are the 
primary beneficiaries of the kingdom of God. 
The kingdom of God involves an inversion 
where those who are forgotten about will be 
lifted up. This is often called the “preferential 
option for the poor,” a way of expressing how 
Jesus loves everyone by loving those who are 
considered the least valuable. (Mary’s Magnifi-
cat from Luke is another example of this idea.) 

Poor, meek, mourning, and persecuted aren’t 
just descriptions of people. They’re also 
descriptions of Jesus. The groups named in the 
Beatitudes are blessed because they are 
brought into the kingdom of God through 
Jesus’ ministry with them. 
 So, what do we mean 
when we say someone is 
blessed? If we mean that God 
has rewarded someone for 
their piety, then we should 
just drop the term altogether. 
But the Beatitudes can be a 
helpful way of thinking about 
what it means to be blessed. 
The groups Jesus calls blessed 
are blessed because Jesus is 
present among them. So being 
blessed doesn’t mean being 
rewarded. It means having 
your awareness of God’s pres-
ence in your life deepened 
through the lives of others. To 
put it another way, the only 
thing Jesus has to give us is 
himself. Part of this means 
shifting our thinking from try-
ing to rack up as many blessings as we can to 
seeing how the relationships God has given us 
can be a blessing to us by bringing us into 
closer relationship with God. 

 Peace and courage, 
 Pastor Joseph Schattauer Paillé 

 
WE HAVE A NEW 
EMAIL ADDRESS: 

Adventlutheranwyckoff@gmail.com 

Worship 

 Saturday 5:00 pm Contemporary 

 Sunday 9:30 am Traditional 

Sunday School 9:20 am 

 September – May 

mailto:adventlutheranwyckoff@gmail.com
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
In August, the sign outside Wyckoff 
Florist on Godwin Avenue read, 

“Summer should get a speeding 
ticket”. Indeed. While winter 
seems to travel in the slow lane 

with people honking, flashing 
their high beams and yelling, ‘Get out of the 
way!’, summer seems to pass us as if we’re 
standing still. And here we are with the season 
winding down. 
 While we might lament the end of sum-
mer, there are many reasons to look forward to 
an exciting “church year” at Advent. At the 
August Council meeting Pastor Joseph pre-
sented a full schedule of Fall activities includ-
ing guest speakers and lecturers. He has a 
newly constituted Pastoral Care team to 
enhance our lay ministry. Mary Pensallorto 
and Janice Reynen are working on a plan to 
spruce up the building – including painting the 
Fellowship Hall. David Swenson and his com-
mittee are finalizing an ambitious project to 
renovate the Memorial Garden. After we filled 
a record number of backpacks (54!) for under-
privileged kids, the Social Ministry committee 
is gearing up to do even more through the 
Walk-in Dinner on September 14 and Priceless 
Treasures sale in October. And, yes, the 
Stewardship Committee will be working on its 
annual campaign. 
 It’s an exciting time at Advent; I encourage 
everyone to find a way to be part of it. If there’s 
a niche you’d like to fill please speak to me or 
Pastor Joseph. 

  Bill Whitney 
Council President 

 
 

COPING WITH GRIEF 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

8:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Grace United Methodist Church 

555 Russell Avenue 

Wyckoff, NJ 07481 

Free – No registration required 

SEPTEMBER AT A GLANCE 

Wednesday, September 5: Hope and 
Healing after an Addiction Death, a recent 
recipient of a grant from Advent’s Endowment, 
hosts their annual vigil at Crestwood Park in 
Allendale at 7pm. 

Sunday, September 9: CONFIRMATION 
CLASS: What is the Bible? (open to parents and 
sponsors). 

Wednesday, September 12: EDUCATION: 
Wednesday night studies begin. We will 
discuss Being Disciples: Essentials of the 
Christian Life by Rowan Williams. No prior 
reading required. Come to as many or as few 
discussions as you like. 

Sunday, September 16: FELLOWSHIP: 
Program Year Kickoff with after church BBQ. 

Sunday, September 23: CONFIRMATION 
CLASS: Who is Jesus?  
OUTREACH: As part of her work with 
Operation International Kids, a pediatric 
surgical group that serves underserved 
communities in Ghana, Barbara Zanetto is 
collecting fleece blankets for patients. Stick 
around during coffee hour to assemble. All 
materials provided. 

Sunday, September 30: EDUCATION: Rev. 
Scott Schantzenbach from the NJ Synod will 
preach and lead a discussion on creating 
cultures of generosity. 

Pastoral Care Team: To better 
coordinate our pastoral care 
this year, we’ve gathered a 
small group of people to 
form a Care Team. If you 
have a pastoral care need (i.e., 
illness, grief, meals) please speak 
with Pastor or one of the people below. Their 
contact information can be found in the 
directory. Irene Jaeger (especially hospital 
visits); Anna Schattauer Paillé (especially meal 
coordination); Linda Ganger, Lorraine 
Freimuth, and Carolyn Tedesco. 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN UPDATE 
Since the 1980s Advent’s Memorial Garden 
has served as a final resting place for many of 
our members. It has also provided space for 
prayer and meditation, as well as public 
liturgies such as the Easter Sunday Sunrise 
service. Over time, the garden has become 
overgrown and some features need repair. At 
the request of the Advent’s Council, a Memo-
rial Garden Committee was formed consisting 
of Pastor Joseph, Karen Arnone, Sue Brown, 
Elise Geiger, Christie and Peter Rutherford, 
and David Swenson.   
 The renovations will involve removing 
some trees and shrubs, trimming overgrown 
branches, leveling the brick walkway, adding 
a walkway extension, installing 3 benches, in-
stalling an underground sprinkler system, and 
planting new shrubs. To preserve the integrity 
of the remains placed in the garden, approxi-
mately six inches of soil will be removed and 
set aside during the renovation. Once the 
renovation is completed, the soil will be 
placed back in the Memorial Garden.   
 Bids and proposals are currently being 
sought and a final plan will be approved by 
Advent’s Council in the near future.    
 The completed project will make the 
Memorial Garden a more tranquil place for 
prayer, a more welcoming place for worship, 
and a more gracious place for your loved one’s 
remains.   
 If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact any of the Memorial Garden Com-
mittee members. Thank you. 
 
David Swenson 
Building & Grounds Chair 
201-327-8500  
dswenson@spacers.com   
 

 

 
 
 
 

FROM FELLOWSHIP 

Rally Sunday, September 16th 

Join us after church for a 

barbeque and fellowship 

Remember: 

Sunday School starts today!! 

     
 
Please consider hosting coffee hour to foster 
conversation among members.  It’s easy – 
instructions are provided.  You just need to 
bring baked goods and 
milk.  Everything else is 
provided by Advent.  
Please sign up on the 
bulletin board.  Thanks. 
Mary Pensallorto  
201-240-6556 

 

 
Advent’s Blue Moon 
Community Night: 
Tuesday, October 16th 

 

 
Thankful offerings to… 

• Carol Brighton for coordinating the CFA 
backpack drive and EVERYONE who 
participated 

• Advent members who donated blood on 
August 2 at the Community Blood Drive 

• Karen Arnone for her ongoing and large 
collection of books for the CFA 

• Anna and Pastor Joseph for hosting 
fellowship for two Sundays 

 
Still time to catch up on the Book Group 
selections; meetings start September 17! 

Miss Kopp’s Midnight Confession by Amy Stewart 
  for September 

White Houses by Amy Bloom for October 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles for   
  November 

mailto:dswenson@spacers.com
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FROM SOCIAL MINISTRY 
THANK YOU OVER 50 TIMES!!! 

Thanks to the Advent family we provided 54 
filled backpacks to the Center for Food Action 
in Mahwah to distribute to children in their 
caring system. There are 54 VERY EXCITED 
children who got a colorful new backpack with 
all the great things they need to start school. It 
took two carloads full, and the staff was 
wowed to see all the backpacks we lugged into 
their building.  By the way, Advent is on the 
Gold Medal plaque on the 
CFA wall! 
 The past two years 
we’ve donated 26 or 27 
backpacks to the CFA. This 
year we provided for 
double the number of 
children! So many backpacks show the caring 
and generosity of Advent, the new energy and 
spirit in our congregation, and the Spirit 
leading the grace-filled ministry of Pastor 
Joseph. He and Anna even provided ice cream 
for coffee hour when we broke the 50 mark! 

WALK-IN DINNER is Friday, September 14 
Baked goods needed – please leave brownies 
or cookies in the church kitchen by 9 a.m. on 
Friday morning. Please be sure to label them 
WALK-IN DINNER. Thank you.   
 
The Log in Your Eye 

This humorous illustration of how not to 
get along at college also demonstrates 

Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 7:3-5. 
A young man from Scotland went to 

study at an English university. A 
month into the school year, 
his mother visited and 
asked how he liked living in 

the dorm. “It’s awful!” he exclaimed. “The 
fellow in the room next door bangs his head on 
the wall constantly, and the one on the other 
side screams all day.” 
 “How do you stand it?” his mother asked 
in amazement. 
 “Oh, I ignore them,” her son replied. “I just 
sit here quietly, playing my bagpipes.” 
 

FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR 
I hope that everyone has been enjoying a fun, 
safe summer. In July, the choir had a cookout/ 
swim party graciously hosted by Diane Stelling 
that featured lots of fun, fellowship, and fabu-
lous food as you can see in the photos. We’d 
like to extend an invitation to any congregant 
to join us this season in worshipping through 
song. It is a wonderful way to actively contrib-
ute to the worship experience we all share at 
Advent while also enjoying a camaraderie with 
your fellow singers (and me!). If you are inter-
ested in finding out more, please talk to me at 
church, or you can email me at:  

jasonhart19@icloud.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jasonhart19@icloud.com
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TED, JOHN AND FRED…. REFLECTIONS ON 
OUR WORLD WAR II VETERANS 

 At Ted Schulz’s wake I could not help not-
ing the end of an era was at hand. The World 
War 2 generation played a major role in the 
growth of Advent, and these three veterans 
were a huge part of it. If you did not meet John 
Rutherford, Fred Rathjen or Ted Schulz, you 
are poorer for it. I wanted to take a minute to 
memorialize these men. 
 First of all, Ted Schulz, or as he was uni-
versally known, Teddy. I am not sure when he 
joined Advent, but during the time he was the 
Sexton, dirt feared to tread in the Church. If 
you so much as dropped a gum wrapper, you 
would also fear to tread, because Teddy treat-
ed the facility as his own. He would be spotted 
in the mornings, coffee cup in hand, scowling at 
any item slightly out of order. Mind you, this 
was his retirement job. He would also be seen 
at every Memorial Day service. The picture in 
the newspaper invariably revealed him laying 
a wreath in memory of lost comrades. Teddy 
was a veteran of the Navy, serving on an LST 
ship, (LST 566 to be exact) which supported 
troop landings in the Pacific Theater of the 
War. He remained active in veterans’ affairs, 
and late in life contemplated sailing an LST 
across the Pacific with other members of his 
crew. That would have been one for the ages. 
To know him was to love and respect him. 
 Fred Rathjen also helped in the growth of 
our Church. During his active period, he served 
on the design committee that built the Sanctu-
ary we have today. He served with John 
Rutherford as co-chair of the Buildings and 
Grounds Committee. Since they both came 
from engineering backgrounds, they would 
carefully craft RFPs (request for proposal) for 
any project we had. While Ted ruled the facility 

with an iron fist, Fred and John were relentless 
in beating down vendors for lower prices.  
 Fred was a B-17 bomber pilot in the 8th Air 
Force during WW2, and served in England, fly-
ing a number of combat missions over Ger-
many. He served in the same squadron as my 
father, the 100th Bomb Group. When I realized 
that, I brought some of my father’s memora-
bilia to Fred’s home, and we had a long discus-
sion about the war years. 
 John Rutherford represents the third in 
my triumvirate of heroes. John was a P-47 
fighter pilot who was shot down while sup-
porting allied troops in 1944. He was forced 
to endure brutal conditions in a prison camp, 
and suffered health issues that plagued him 
for the rest of his life. That never slowed him 
down, however. He had a successful career in 
business, and as I mentioned, was part of 
“team terror” to Church vendors. John kept 
meticulous minutes as Church Council secre-
tary. John also moderated the Advent book 
club, with the famous opening line “Why was 
the book named what it is?” His grandson 
David still has John’s loud, fast Corvette. John 
remained active in veteran affairs, becoming 
the Chairman of the P-47 Veterans Group. He 
is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  
 I know there must have been others, with 
stories just as compelling, but I got to know 
these three guys and thought they were great. 
There are other generations and groups that 
deserve writing about, but today I wanted to 
commemorate our three WWII members, and 
give a final salute to these pillars of our Church.  

Gerry Lauro 
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“AND TO THE ENDS OF THE 
EARTH” ... PAUL GETS BUSY 

As Jesus had prophesied, the Apostles 
had become “witnesses” to Jerusalem, 
Judea and Samaria in Acts chapters 1-
12. The Word spread out from the 
Temple, and has inflamed minds and 
hearts of people in the local region of 
Judea and Samaria. While a successful 
run thus far, the “fun” had just begun. 
To take it to “the ends of the earth” required a 
special person who was tireless, driven, and 
probably a “love him or hate him” individual. I 
am of course referring to Paul. 
 Even today, the “love him or hate him” de-
scription follows Paul. We read his letters in 
Church often, and most of the New Testament 
was either written about or by him. Paul’s in-
fluence on Church doctrine remains powerful. 
If you are upset about something, you probably 
blame Paul and his writings for it. If you agree 
with doctrine, you cite Paul as your source. 
Controversy clothes Paul like a tight sweater, 
yet his achievements are remarkable. Before 
we get going in chapter 13, let’s get to know a 
bit about this pillar of Christianity. 
 Unlike the early apostles who walked with 
Jesus, no evidence exists Paul ever saw or 
spoke to JC, until Jesus knocked him off his 
horse as he journeyed to Damascus. Saul, as he 
was then known, was a persecutor of the “Jesus 
people”, and consented to the death of Stephen, 
in Acts, Chapter 7. When his “conversion” 
occurred, the very people he later championed 
were scared stiff of approaching Saul. God had 
to reach out to an ordinary (and very 
courageous) believer, Ananias, and convince 
him to minister to Saul. You have to admire 
Ananias. This record stands as the only men-
tion of him in the Bible, yet think how he 
profoundly affected God’s plan. Never under-
estimate your ability to change history. 
 Early Christian writings (the Acts of Paul 
and Thecla) indicate Paul was “small in size, 
bald headed, bow legged, well built with eye-
brows that met, rather long nosed and full of 
grace”. He was uniquely qualified to minister to 
both Jews and Greeks. Raised in Tarsus (now in 

Syria) he was the son of wealthy 
parents. His Jewish background as a 
Pharisee meant he was well placed 
in Jewish society. Yet, records also 
indicate that he was a Roman citi-
zen, a right not ordinarily accorded 
to Jews of that time. As such, Paul 
could speak knowingly to Jews, and 
knew how to conduct himself in 
Gentile society. As we will see, both 

skills came in handy in the years ahead. 
 Paul’s next career move gets little men-
tion, but bears talking about. In Galatians 1:16 
he mentions that “when God who called me 
through his grace, was pleased to reveal his 
son to me, so that I might proclaim him among 
the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human 
being nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who 
were already apostles before me, but I went 
away to Arabia, and afterwards I returned to 
Damascus”. Arabia? Scholars think he was re-
ferring to Petra, whose ruins are in Jordan. It 
was a Pauline kind of town, focused on trade, 
transportation, and exchange of ideas. It re-
sembled a southern Ephesus. Galatians indi-
cates he spent nearly three years there, but 
there is no mention of a church or indeed any 
Christian converts from the Petra region. In 
other words, Paul spent three years trying to 
convert people and had zero success.  
 If you spent three years with nothing to 
show for it, you might be tempted to do some-
thing else. Not Paul. Returning from Petra, he 
eventually wound up in Antioch and met up 
with a believer named Barnabus. Together, 
they began Paul’s first apostolic journey, and 
the rest, as they say, is history. Next month, we 
will consider the ministry of Paul as he moved 
God’s word to the ends of the earth.  
 As always, I ask “why should we care”? 
More than anyone else, (other than Jesus, of 
course) the Church we know as Christian owes 
much of its heritage to this stubborn, deter-
mined man. Examining how he and his fellow 
saints accomplished this should get our atten-
tion. The Book of Acts is pretty exciting. Start 
reading it and get hooked.  

Gerry Lauro 
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Happy SEPTEMBER Birthday to… 
 1 Ralph Morris 13 Gavin Aquino 

 2 Kathy Wilson 16 John Keeler 

 3 Andrew Hammond 19 Tom Keyser 

 3 Caressa Keyser 19 Jane Neske 

 5 Damon Kirk 21 Marlena Zinn 

 6 Meghan Keller 24 Richard deRosset 

 6 Maria Makela 24 John Pensallorto 

 6 Stefan Skonberg 25 Ryan Ledlow 

 7 Laine Skonberg 28 Kevin Wuerfel 

12 Sue Brislin 29 Joe Salerno  
 

Happy SEPTEMBER Anniversary to… 
  2 Andrew & Julie Roach 

12 Brian & Tracy Alvarez 

13 Ed & Heidi Teitelbaum 

18 Kevin & Elizabeth Aquino 

24 Chris & Janice Reynen 

25 Doug & Kelly Macke 

26 Tom & Kay Baxter 

28 Bill & Sue Brislin 
  
  
 

HOPE AND HEALING AFTER  
AN ADDICTION DEATH 

3RD ANNUAL CANDLELIGHT VIGIL 
Please join us to honor and 

remember those who have lost their 
battle with addiction, to promote 

hope and healing, and to eliminate the stigma 
associated with addiction 

Wednesday, September 5, 2018 at 7pm 
The Red Barn at Crestwood Lake 

West Crescent Avenue, Allendale, New Jersey 

Prescription Drug Take Back 
Hosted by the Allendale Police Department 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT: 
www.facebook.com/hopeandhealingafteranaddiction

death 

or contact 
Gail Cole 201-960-4146 

Lani Bonifacic 201-786-8572 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 
 

Thanks to Those Serving this Month… 
September 2 
 Assisting Minister Jody Eiden 
 Reader Jody Eiden 
 Usher Joe Salerno  
 Communion Prep Bethel Borgeson 
 Fellowship Please sign up 
  
September 9 
 Assisting Minister Carolyn Tedesco 
 Reader Bill Whitney 
 Ushers Gerry Lauro & Bob Thompson 
 Communion Prep Kay Tangen 
 Fellowship Please sign up 
  
September 16 
 Assisting Minister Bill Whitney 
 Reader Gerry Lauro 
 Ushers Diane Backhaus & Sue Brislin 
 Communion Prep Jean Olenich 
 Fellowship Church BBQ 
  
September 23 
 Assisting Minister Bob Schoendorf 
 Reader Janice Reynen 
 Ushers Roy & Bethel Borgeson 
 Communion Prep Linda Ganger 
 Fellowship Please sign up 
  
September 30 
 Assisting Minister Linda Ganger 
 Reader Diane Havens 
 Ushers Bill Whitney & Anthony Rizzo 
 Communion Prep Melissa Rizzo 
 Fellowship Please sign up 
 
 Teller Janice Reynen 
 Counters Joan Ramsey (2nd & 9th) 
  Linda Ganger (16th, 23rd, 30th) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With our new email address: 

Adventlutheranwyckoff@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/hopeandhealingafteranaddictiondeath
http://www.facebook.com/hopeandhealingafteranaddictiondeath
mailto:Adventlutheranwyckoff@gmail.com
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CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS 

A seal is the mark of God’s 
promises to the believer  
and of the believer’s 
consecration to God. Old 
Testament priests wore a 
piece of gold against their 
forehead, as a seal, 

engraved with the words “Holy to the Lord.” 
For Christians, the sign of the cross serves as a 
seal of salvation. Paul declares, “He anointed 
us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his 
Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing 
what is to come” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22, NIV). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a great School Year! 
 


