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Welcome to Advent. Glad you’re here. Everyone is invited to receive
communion at today’s service. Responses from the assembly are in
bold. Notes for the assembly are in 7##alics. A © marks when the

assembly is invited to stand.

PRELUDE “THE RIVER ISHERE”
Blue Binder p. 34

GREETING AND WELCOME #
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Siblings in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus
Christ passed from death to life, we gather with the church through-
out the world in vigil and prayer. This is the passover of Jesus
Christ. Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread
and wine, we proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s
triumph over sin and death, and await Christ’s coming again in glory.

SHARING OF CHRIST’SLIGHT #

Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the
world. Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth
with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until we feast at the banquet
of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

While passing the light to another: The light of Christ.

While receiving the light from another: Thanks be to God.
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EASTER PROCLOMATION #

Rejoice, now, all heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels!

Exult, all creation around God’s throne! Jesus Christ is risen!
Celebrate the divine mysteries with exultation;

and for so great a victory, sound the trumpet of salvation.
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor,

radiant in the brightness of your king!

Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forev-
er.

Rejoice, O holy church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines
upon you!

Let this place resound with joy,

echoing the mighty song of all God’s people.

PRAYER OF THE DAY #

O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your peo-
ple, and the wisdom of the earth. By the resurrection of your Son
free us from our fears, restore us in your image, and ignite us with
your light, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN A “‘BE UNTO YOUR NAME”
Blue Binder p. 22

READING EZEKIEL 36:24-28

I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the coun-

tries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water

upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and

trom all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you,

and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your
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body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my
spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to
observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to

your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM PSALM 114
Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt,

the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,
Judah became God’s sanctuary

and Israel God’s dominion.

The sea beheld it and fled;

Jordan turned | and went back.

The mountains skipped like rams,

and the little hills like young sheep.

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled,

O Jordan, that you turned back,

you mountains, that you skipped like rams,
you little hills like young sheep?

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,

at the presence of the God of Jacob,

who turned the hard rock into a pool of water
and flint-stone into a flowing spring.

READING ROMANS 6:3-11

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised
trom the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like

4



his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of
sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to

sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no
longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin,
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL * JOHN 20:1-18

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Mag-
dalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed
trom the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went
toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other dis-
ciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look
in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go

in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a
place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not under-
stand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disci-
ples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent
over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting



where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the
other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weep-
ing?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do
not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?
Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener,
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her,
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,

“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not
hold on to me, because 1 have not yet ascended to the Father. But
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and
she told them that he had said these things to her.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY

HYMN "SHOUT TO THE LORD”
Blue Binder p. 18

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM A

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come
before God to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ.

Merciful God, we... in the name of Christ. Amen.



I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess

the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that dety God, the
powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin
that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live
among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in
the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example
of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
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I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one an-
other in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal
life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in
your presence both now and forever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION #

Trusting in Jesus who gave his life for the world, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

Alfter each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive these prayers, loving God, for the sake of the One who
loved us to the end, Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen.

PEACE*
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
The assembly shares a sign of Christs peace.

HYMN 2 “THIS IS THE DAY”
Blue Binder p. 16



OFFERING PRAYER *
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts
that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be
your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true

vine. Amen.

DIALOGUE AND PREFACE *
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our
thanks and praise.
It is indeed right... join in their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION #

... let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
... now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER *

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not in-
to temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE MEAL

The assembly is invited to receive communion at the altar rail. Gluten free wafers
and white grape juice are available. There are no ontcasts, no strangers, no un-
welcome guests at Christ’s table.

HYMN ‘HERE IS BREAD”
ELW (Red hymnal) #483

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER #
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and

nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet
to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of
Jesus, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

10



BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope 7 bless you now and always.
Amen.

HYMN 2 “‘OPEN UP THE HEAVENS”
Blue Binder p. 60

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH

777 WYCKOFF AVENUE | WYCKOFF,NJ 07481
(201) 891-1031 | ADVENTLUTHERANWYCKOFF.ORG

A Reconciling in Christ congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

MISSION
To grow in faith through worship, learning, and serving together.

VISION
To inspire, strengthen, and give hope through faith and love.

WELCOME

We believe God’s love is expansive and unconditional. Through
Christ, God calls us to love one another as God loves us. We
celebrate people of every age, culture, difference of ability,
economic circumstance, ethnic background, family configura-
tion, gender identity, race, and sexual orientation. We recognize
the worth, dignity, and gifts of everyone as a child of God.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright ©2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg For-
tress under license #5A5022188.
Hymns reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net A-734088 and
CCLI license #3015591, streaming license #20407859.
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