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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost • June 24, 2018 
Job 38:1-11 • Psalm 107 • 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 • Mark 4:35-41  
 
I don’t know a lot about sailing. Let me rephrase that. I don’t know anything about 

sailing. I couldn’t tell the port side of a boat from the Starbucks side. But even I know that 
Jesus’s plan seems like a bad idea from the start. As the sun is going down after a long day of 
teaching in parables, Jesus gets the disciples together in a boat and decides that they and 
their group of boats should cross the Sea of Galilee. It’s a bad plan. And, no surprise, things 
start going downhill once they get out in the middle of the sea. 
 This is a good example of why you don’t let carpenters captain your boat. Or maybe 
you think that Jesus did this on purpose to try to teach the disciples a lesson. We don’t know 
Jesus’s motives for pushing off shore at that late in the day. And to be honest, it doesn’t 
really matter. Because it’s really not a story about sailing. It’s a story about creation. About 
the relationship between Jesus, the one the disciples still call “Teacher,” and the one we call 
the Lord God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 Bill Joseph and I have been thinking about creation a lot for the past few weeks. 
We’ve been planning VBS night, which is on Thursday, and our theme is “God’s Good 
Creation.” That is, admittedly, a fairly broad theme. What’s the VBS theme? Everything. And 
today’s gospel gives us a chance to examine our relationship with creation and, perhaps more 
importantly, God’s relationship with creation. So what does a text from the middle of St. 
Mark’s gospel have to do with creation?  

We often think that God’s creation is a kind of static thing. Like God set up all of the 
pieces and hits play and steps back and watches everything happen. We often talk about 
creation as something that happened long ago in the past. Creation happened and then at 
some point creation stopped and things just are what they are. Thanks to the witness of 
scientists, we know that creation is a dynamic, evolving, living thing. We understand that 
creation is always interacting with itself, always changing, always moving. If you pull out one 
piece, one animal, one habitat, one ecosystem, then everything else moves in response. We 
don’t just live on creation but we live within it. So the choices we make, the ways we engage 
with creation, matter. They have consequences.  

And because creation is a moving, dynamic thing, it has always been in danger of 
going in the wrong direction. Of sliding away from what God intended it to be and going in 
the wrong direction. And what force would do that? What could possibly keep creation from 
being the paradise that God created?  

To understand that question and to understand today’s gospel, we need a little bit of 
context here. And let’s phrase it as a question: What is the opposite of creation? It’s nothing. 
When God creates something, there’s no longer nothing. But in much of the Hebrew 
tradition that Jesus, the disciples, and St. Mark knew well, the opposite of creation isn’t 
nothing. The opposite of creation is chaos. And that chaos is always pulling at the seams that 
hold creation together. 

In today’s reading from the book of Job, God recalls the process of creating the 
universe. “Who shut in the sea with doors,” God asks, “and said ‘here shall your proud 
waves be stopped?’” So when the author of Job wants to describe the majesty of God’s 
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creation, they do it not by describing the things we find impressive, not by talking about the 
heights of the mountains or the depths of the sea. They do it by talking about the lines 
separating clouds from the darkness. They do it by talking about the boundaries separating 
the waves from the shore. They talk about order. So creation is the order that comes out of 
disorder.  

For as long as there has been creation, there have been forces trying to pull God’s 
creation apart, keeping creation from becoming what God intended it to be. And here’s the 
thing about chaos. It comes from us. Chaos is what happens whenever we prevent creation 
from flourishing as God intends. Chaos is what happens when we think our world is a 
resource to be used up instead of a gift to be stewarded and what happens when we think 
creation exists for our own ends. And chaos is something we create in our relationships as 
well. Chaos is the bigotry that keeps people from being their true selves. Chaos is 
indifference masquerading as piety that tears families apart. And chaos is the cynicism that 
makes us question the worth of communities besides our own. For just about as long as 
creation has been around, there has been chaos. Because we’ve been trying to remake other 
people in our image instead of recognizing that they’ve been made in God’s image. The 
storm that the disciples find themselves in is a storm. But it’s more than that. It’s chaos. 

And it isn’t until the things start going awry that the disciples ask the obvious 
question: where is Jesus? While the disciples are bailing out the boat, which is already taking 
on water, someone realizes that Jesus is sleeping on the stern of that boat. Perplexed by 
Jesus’s slumber, they ask, “Do you not care that we are perishing?” That’s an interesting 
question. Because the logical question is “How are you sleeping through this storm? How do 
you not know that this is happening?” But that’s not what the disciples ask. They ask, “How 
do you not care? How are you indifferent to everything that’s going on here?” 

That’s a much more loaded question. Because it suggests not that God is ignorant 
toward the chaos we find ourselves in but that God is flat out indifferent toward our 
situation. Maybe you’ve asked that same question when you see suffering and evil in the 
world. And your first thought is “Where was God? How could God allow this to happen? 
Does God not care that we are perishing?”  

That’s a good question. An important question to ask. But it’s easy to imagine God 
responding like God does to Job, “Where was I? Well, where were you?” One of the most 
important ways God is active in the world, one of the ways God shows up in our lives, is by 
shaping our consciences. If you feel a sense of outrage or indignation when other people are 
denied their rights or their worth, don’t ignore it. Hold on to that. Value that. Because the 
anguish that we feel when we face the chaos of suffering and death is the same response that 
God has to it. Sometimes we complain that a tragedy happened because God was absent 
when the real problem is we don’t want to listen to the voice of God that calls us to change.  

So how do you deal with chaos? One response is to do what the disciples do. To 
panic. To bail out the boat as fast as you can so you don’t sink. To make sure the chaos 
doesn’t get to you. But what happens? We get so panicked trying to bail out our own boat, 
running from end to end, splashing and rocking, that we end up creating more waves for 
everyone else to deal with. We try to keep our own boat afloat and we end up creating even 
more chaos. Sometimes we tell ourselves that we got caught in a storm that came out of 
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nowhere when the real problem is that we’re trying to keep the waves out of our boat. And 
the result is what? Even more chaos. 

No, look at how Jesus deals with chaos. Jesus stands up on the boat and says, “Peace! 
Be still!” So that the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. Like God who separates the 
waves from the shore, Jesus has control over the chaos of the seas. And the disciples are 
overcome with awe. It’s almost like Jesus, this one the disciples call Teacher, is God in the 
flesh. The same one who told Job about holding back the waves of the sea. 

But there’s another possibility, too. That “Peace! Be still!” isn’t just directed at the 
waves. It’s directed at the disciples. Jesus is calling them to see that their panicking has 
created even more waves. And so in the midst of all of this chaos, Jesus commands his 
disciples, “Be still.” And only then do the waves go away. 

“Peace! Be still!” isn’t an excuse to stop caring. It isn’t a command to give in to the 
evils of chaos and just let the waves wash over us. It’s a command to look beyond our own 
boat. And it’s an invitation to stop spiritualizing our anxiety.    

Because it’s only God who can still the waves of the sea. And it’s only God who can 
call us out of our panic, our cycles of violence and hate. It’s only God who can say, “Peace!” 
and bring a new creation out of the chaos.  

“Who is this,” the disciples ask, “that even the wind and the sea obey him?” And who 
is it, we might ask, that even we obey him?  
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