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Third Sunday after Pentecost • June 10, 2018 
Genesis 3:8-15  •  Psalm 130  •  2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1  •  Mark 3:20-35 
 

 Sometimes I feel a little bit bad for the book of Genesis. But it’s really not the book’s 
fault.  It never asked for any of this. The storytellers and writers and editors who cobbled it 
together never could have imagined what we have made it into, which is the single, 
authoritative voice on human existence. Have questions about the existence of evil? Look in 
Genesis. Want a theology of sex? Look in Genesis. Thoughts on science? Better look in 
Genesis. It’s telling that one of our nation’s most influential fundamentalist groups is called 
“Answers in Genesis.” Not “Answers in Christianity.” Not even “Answers in the Bible.” But 
“Answers in Genesis.” Nice try, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

Genesis has the esteemed position of being one of the most studied and commented 
on books of the Bible, which also means it has the dubious honor of being one of the most 
misinterpreted. Reading Genesis is occasionally frustrating, often befuddling, and seldom 
reassuring experience. The problem, of course, isn’t Genesis itself. It’s that we often want it 
to do something that it’s not trying to do. And our attempts to make Genesis exhaustive in 
its treatment of every subject under the sun leaves many of us feeling, well, exhausted. 
 Take for example the fact that Genesis has not one but two accounts of creation. 
Two different takes on how God created the universe. In one, God creates by speaking. In 
the other, God creates by forming. In one, God creates men and women at the same time. 
In the other, God creates them one after the other. There are a whole bunch of other 
differences, too. But there is at least one thing they have in common. One thing that’s 
extremely important for understanding today’s story about Adam and Eve, which is why God 
creates.  
 In both of those stories, God creates not out of necessity but out of love. To put it a 
different way, God creates not because God needs to get something out of creation, not 
because creation meets some need God has or because creation provides some useful service 
to God, but because God has decided to be a God who loves. And that overflows outward 
in this act of creation. 
 So there’s a very important difference between creator and creature. Which is that 
God is complete in Godself. Unlike us, God doesn’t want anything or need anything or 
depend on anything. God doesn’t need to create to be God. If God decided not to create, 
then God would still be God. But if God decided not to create, what would we be? Not 
much. So the relationship between God and creation is one of dependence. Which means 
God continues to care for us, and we are called to live lives of gratitude.  
 So it makes sense that in this second story of creation, this story about how humans 
were created to live, they don’t have everything. God sets them up to have enough, but not 
to have everything. God has planted trees to provide for them, a whole garden filled with 
nourishment, but there’s this one tree they’re not supposed to eat from. So even in the 
Garden of Eden, even in this paradise, humans aren’t made to have it all. There’s a little hole 
in the middle of paradise. And it drives us crazy. We go through our lives feeling like there’s 
one little thing that’s missing. And if we could just fill in that one thing, if we could just fill in 
that one little gap in our lives, then we would have the lives that God always wanted us to 
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have. It doesn’t matter how many trees God gives us, we’re pitching our tent right under the 
one we don’t have. 
 And that’s the anxiety that the serpent goes for. The serpent doesn’t try to convince 
Eve to eat from the one tree by telling her the fruit is good. That’s too obvious. He’s craftier 
than that. He does it by asking the question the wrong way. He does it by framing God’s 
abundance in negative terms. “Hey, just out of curiosity,” the serpent asks, “did God tell you 
guys that you can’t eat from any of the trees in the garden?” And as Eve corrects the serpent, 
“Oh, no. We can actually eat from any of them except this one,” a little thought creeps in. 
These rules about trees seem arbitrary. Maybe God made a mistake. Maybe this hole in the 
middle of the garden that they thought was a fact of life is actually an option. Maybe God 
didn’t want them to have to be dependent. Maybe God wanted them to make a go of it on 
their own. And that’s when the problems start. The problems don’t start when they eat the 
fruit. The problem isn’t with the fruit. The problem is when Adam and Eve stop living lives 
of gratitude and start living lives of grasping.   
 So if there is a quote-unquote “original” sin, what is it? What is the thing that gets 
Adam and Eve exiled from the garden? One of the most common answers is that it’s 
knowledge itself. That Adam and Eve got too smart for their own good. Another answer is 
that the original sin was sex. Or that the problem was disobedience. But think back to that 
distinction between creator and creature. Here’s why that’s so important. Because the real 
root of most of our problems, the real vice that Adam and Eve fell into, isn’t knowledge or 
sex or even disobedience. It’s greed.  
 If you open up a newspaper and look at where there is suffering and evil in the world, 
ninety-eight percent of the time the root cause is greed. Headlines about governments that 
abuse their citizens are really stories about a desire for power that is absolute, that doesn’t 
have to be shared with others. Stories about racism and classism are about a fear that there 
isn’t enough for everyone and you have to protect what’s yours. And stories about sexual 
abuse and harassment aren’t just stories about sex. They’re mostly stories about men who 
have decided that just because life has given them much, they must be entitled to everything.  

The problem is that greed us prevents us from being the stewards that God created 
us to be. It keeps us from using God’s gifts the right way. The problem isn’t knowledge. It’s 
that we use knowledge to belittle others. The problem isn’t sex. It’s that we use sex to exploit 
others. The problem isn’t disobedience. It’s that we only obey when it’s useful to us. The 
problem isn’t the blessings; it’s that we so often take the blessings that God gives us and turn 
them around to use them for our own ends.  

Instead of trusting in God’s provision, instead of trusting that God has provided 
enough for them to be content in their lives, instead of trusting that they can find wholeness 
even without having everything, Adam and Eve decide to try to make a go of it by 
themselves. That maybe they aren’t actually as dependent on God as God said they were. 
Maybe they could have even more. The problem wasn’t that they ate too much, it was that 
they tried to become like God.  

So why does God exile Adam and Eve out of paradise? Why not just fix the 
problem? Just plant a new tree of knowledge and say, “Now this is the one you can’t eat 
from?” Truth is, they aren’t living in paradise anymore. This garden that God created for 
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them is no longer what it was. Because once greed enters the picture, the life that they have 
is never going to be the life that God intended for them. Because instead of trust, there’s 
resentment. Instead of love, there’s fear. And instead of intimacy, there’s exposure.  

It’s telling that the first thing Adam and Eve do when their eyes are opened is to 
make clothes for themselves. Because the first time you encounter a greedy world, a world 
that is willing to exploit you or belittle you if it needs to, the reasonable thing to do is to try 
to protect yourself. Adam and Eve’s vocation is to till the land, to help it grow, to be 
stewards of it, and now they are spending their time making clothes to try to protect 
themselves. All of their energy that should have been going outward is now turned in on 
itself. And so by the time God exiles them from the garden, they’ve already lost paradise.  

So what is God’s reaction to all of this? God doesn’t just kick them out immediately. 
No, God makes them clothing. As if God sees the defenses they’ve put up to protect 
themselves and says, “These things are never going to work.” You might think that this 
thing you made is going to protect you from the world, but, trust me, you’re going to need 
more than that. Faced with the new reality, God does what God always does: God creates.  

If you think it’s complicated that Genesis has two creation stories, then it’s about to 
get a whole lot worse. Because God just keeps on creating. When the Israelites are enslaved 
in Egypt, God creates a new leader to bring them out. When greed corrodes the fabric of the 
Israelites’ society, God creates prophets with a call to repentance and justice. When Jesus has 
been dead for three days, God creates new life. When the church thought it had been 
abandoned, God creates the first Pentecost moment. And when we doubt that we’re worthy 
of love or respect or dignity, or we think that the world is irredeemable, God creates faith in 
us. 

It’s true that this is a story about humans leaving the garden. But it’s a story about 
God leaving the garden, too. It’s about a God who isn’t content to just throw us out and 
leave us to fend for ourselves. It’s the end of paradise but the beginning of a bigger story 
about a God who is still creating. Who asks, “Where are you?” not to accuse us but to come 
to our aid. A God who meets us in the tombs that greed has carved in our hearts. A God 
who tailors faith to protect us from the ravages that we put on one another. And a God who 
calls us west, even when we’ve settled down east of Eden. 

  
Joseph Schattauer Paillé, Pastor 


