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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY 

MARCH 24, 2024 
 

 
Welcome to Advent. Glad you’re here. Everyone is invited to receive 
communion at today’s service. Responses from the assembly are in 
bold. Notes for the assembly are in italics.  A ^ marks when the  
assembly is invited to stand.  

ACCLAMATION ^ 
In the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL ^ 
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, 
near the Mount of  Olives, [Jesus] sent two of  his disciples and said 
to them, “Go into the village ahead of  you, and immediately as you 
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; un-
tie it and bring it. If  anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ 
just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immedi-
ately.’ ” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in 
the street. As they were untying it, some of  the bystanders said to  
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them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what 
Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought 
the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many 
people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead 
and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the 
one who comes in the name of  the Lord! Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of  our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he 
had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out 
to Bethany with the twelve. 
The gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

BLESSING OF THE PALMS ^ 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us pray. We praise you… now and forever. Amen. 
Let us go forth in peace, in the name of  Christ. Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ^ “ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR”  
ELW #344 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY ^ 
As we now enter into the contemplation of  the passion of  our Lord 
Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation of  the world through his 
sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray.  
O God of  mercy and might, in the mystery of  the passion of  your 
Son you offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the 
cross of  Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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READING ISAIAH 50:4-9A 
The Lord God has given me the tongue of  a teacher, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he 
wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The 
Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not 
turn backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my 
cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 
The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; there-
fore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them con-
front me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me 
guilty?  
The word of  the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY PSALM 31:13-16 

For I have heard the whispering of  the crowd; fear is | all around; 
 they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my 
life. 
But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O Lord. 
 I have said, “You | are my God. 
My times are | in your hand; 
 rescue me from the hand of  my enemies, and from those 
who | persecute me. 
Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.”  
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GOSPEL ^ MARK 15:25-39 
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord. 
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The in-
scription of  the charge against him read, “The King of  the 
Jews.” And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and 
one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their  

READING PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of  God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of  
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself  and became obedient to the point of  
death—even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that 
is above every name, so that at the name of  Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of  God the Fa-
ther.  
The word of  the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ^ 
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heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build 
it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” In the 
same way the chief  priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking 
him among themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. Let the Messiah, the King of  Israel, come down from the 
cross now, so that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified 
with him also taunted him. 
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in 
the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” When some of  the bystanders heard it, 
they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 
saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 
down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the cur-
tain of  the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when 
the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed 
his last, he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!  
This is the gospel of  the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN ^ “JESUS, KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS” 
ELW #335 
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NICENE CREED ^  
We believe in one God,  the Father, the Almighty,  maker of  
heaven and earth,  of  all that is, seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  the only Son of  God,  
eternally begotten of  the Father,  God from God, Light from 
Light,  true God from true God,  begotten, not made,  of  one 
Being with the Father;  through him all things were made.  For 
us and for our salvation  he came down from heaven, was in-
carnate of  the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary   and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pi-
late;   he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again   in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven   and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life,  who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified,  who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of   
sins.  We look for the resurrection of  the dead,   and the life of  
the world to come. Amen.  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the 
church, the well-being of  creation, and a world in need.  
After each petition: Hear us o God, your mercy is great.  
Accompany us on our journey, God of  grace, and receive the pray-
ers of  our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
PEACE ^ 
The peace of  the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  
An offering is gathered for the mission of  the church. Thank you for your  
generosity. New to Advent? Consider placing a communion card in the offering. 
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OFFERING PRAYER ^  
Let us pray. Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of  our praise 
and thanksgiving and the offering of  our lives, that following 
in the way of  the cross, we may know the joy of  the resurrec-
tion; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

OFFERING SONG   
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It is indeed right… join their unending hymn: 

SANCTUS ^ 

DIALOGUE AND PREFACE ^ 
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THE MEAL 
The assembly is invited to receive communion. Gluten-free wafers and white 
grape juice are available. Please place your cup in the bowl as you return to your 
pew. There are no outcasts, strangers, or unwelcome guests at our Lord’s table.  
 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER ^ 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION ^ 
...we proclaim the mystery of  faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
… one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

HYMN “BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS” 
ELW #338 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER ^ 
O God of  mercy and might, in the mystery of  the passion of  your 
Son you offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the 
cross of  Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS, AND CONCERNS 
Please join us for refreshments. Make a left as you leave the sanctuary. 

 
BLESSING ^ 
May the Father, who so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
bring you by faith to his eternal life. Amen. 
May Christ, who accepted the cup of  sacrifice in obedience to the 
Father’s will, keep you steadfast as you walk with him the way of  his 
cross. Amen. 
May the Spirit, who strengthens us to follow Christ that we may 
share his glory, set your minds on life and peace. Amen. 
And may the blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be with you now and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN ^ “GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE” 
ELW #347 
 

DISMISSAL ^ 
Go in peace. Share the love of  God. Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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