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FROM PASTOR JOSEPH 

 

 An article in the Washington Post caught 
my eye a few weeks ago and has been lodged in 
my mind since. The article was about the re-
opening of the Glenstone Museum in Travilah, 
Maryland, forty minutes outside Washington, 
D.C. Over the past decade, many museums 
have emphasized openness and informality, 
trying to bring in as many visitors as possible. 
And yet, if you’ve been to the one of the major 
museums in New York on a weekend recently, 
you know the experience is generally misera-
ble. Galleries are usually loud, 
crowded, and chaotic. The Glen-
stone is emphasizing what is 
called the “Slow Art” movement, 
emphasizing longer engagement 
with fewer works of art and 
fewer barriers between patron 
and art work. It caps the 
number of visitors at four 
hundred a day, does not allow 
cameras inside, and asks patrons to engage 
guides in conversation about the art instead of 
reading placards next to the art. Emily Rales, 
co-founder of the museum, says that, “Some-
times to be thoughtful, you have to offer a 
little resistance… You slow down the 
experience of moving through the site, and 
you offer greater opportunities for the quality 
of the experience.” 
 I’ve been wondering how this conversa-
tion within the art world might inform the way 
we curate and enact liturgies. Is there anything 
we could learn from the “Slow Art” movement? 
I think so. Our well-intentioned desire to make 
liturgy accessible and engaging often leads us 
to think that liturgy should be just like every-
thing else in our lives. And so many churches 

have ended up with an over-reliance on 
screens, Eucharistic prayers that border on 
glib, and children’s sermons that are more con-
cerned with kids saying something funny than 
actually learning anything. The result is wor-
ship that is accessible, but often crowded, 
chaotic, and rushed. There is no time for sur-
prise or revelation or even insight. Like 
patrons taking as many pictures of the art as 
we can, we see the beauty without taking the 
time to appreciate it.  

 One tangible thing we 
could do to improve our 
liturgies is get more com-
fortable with silence. The 
ELW recommends silence 
at three places: before we 
confess our sin, after the 
sermon, and before the 
prayer of the day. Brief 
silences may also be 

helpful between readings or before the post-
communion prayer. As a worship leader, I 
often find myself rushing through these 
silences to get to the next thing. But these 
silences provide us with valuable time to 
meditate on the readings or gather our 
thoughts or refocus before the next part of the 
service. They allow us to resist the constant 
demand to go faster or produce more and in-
vite us to inhabit the liturgy instead of com-
pleting it. Embracing silence wouldn’t neces-
sarily make liturgies longer, but it would cer-
tainly make them richer experiences. 
 

 Peace and courage, 
 Pastor Joseph Schattauer Paillé 

 

Worship 

 Saturday 5:00 pm Contemporary 

 Sunday 9:30 am Traditional 

Sunday School 9:20 am 

 September – May 
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
The core of Advent’s identity is 
that we live our faith by helping 

others, both as a congregation 
and as individuals. Some exam-
ples of the latter: Art Collard 

has delivered more than 1850 
children’s books to the Center for Food Action 
and Paterson’s Boys & Girls Club since alert-
ing us to the need. Gerry Lauro, Janice 
Reynen, and Andy Reynen serve their commu-
nities as EMTs – a tremendous commitment of 
their time and energy. Barbara Zanetto, a 
stalwart choir member, participates in over-
seas medical missions in her capacity as a 
pediatric nurse – Operation International Kids. 
This time her surgical team will be going to 
Ghana, where they will have the rare luxury of 
working in an air-conditioned hospital. The 
downside is that it’s difficult to keep the 
young patients warm, which helps with their 
recovery. 

On Sunday, September 23, Advent 
members joined to help by assembling blan-
kets for Barbara to take on her mission. You 
can still help Barbara and Operation Interna-
tional by making blankets and/or donating to 
pay the cost of material. Please contact her for 
more info at:  tennisbarb57@yahoo.com.  

  Bill Whitney 
Council President 

 
 
 

ALL SAINTS DAY 

As is Advent’s tradition, there 
will be a special insert the 
weekend of November 3 
and 4 with the names of 
our members, family and 
friends, who have died 
since all Saints Day 
2017. Please submit the person’s name and 
your relationship to the church office by 
Monday, October 29 to be included on the list. 
Leave a note for Sharon on her desk or email: 
adventlutheranwyckoff@gmail.com. 

OCTOBER AT A GLANCE 
Sunday, October 7: CONFIRMATION CLASS: 
Early Days of Jesus 
11:30 am: BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS:  

The Feast of St. Francis is 
Thursday, October 4.  
Advent will have a Bless-
ing of the Pets service 
(weather permitting) on 
the lawn outside the 

church office at 11:30 
a.m. Sunday, October 
7. Bring your pets to 

receive a blessing. Last year we blessed dogs, 
cats, and at least a couple of rabbits. Pets must 
be on a leash or contained in their usual habitat. 

Sunday, October 14: 10:45: FORUM, Rebecca 
Dauerman will visit to discuss the new Music 
and Memory Program at Christian Health Care 
Center. The program was started with funding 
from Advent’s Endowment. 

Sunday, October 21: CONFIRMATION: Jesus as 
Teacher and Storyteller (open to parents and 
sponsors) 

Sunday, October 28: REFORMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From Christian Education 

Sunday School has started! 
Class begins at 9:20 a.m. 
and children join worship 
for Sermon on the Steps 
with Pastor. If you are 
interested in teaching or 
would like to enroll your 
child please contact Bill 

Joseph at billyj1138@gmail.com. 

mailto:tennisbarb57@yahoo.com
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DOING THINGS THE HARD WAY….  
ON THE ROAD WITH 
PAUL AND BARNABUS 

 We have all read 
about the Apostle Paul. 
The tales of his travels 
establishing what be-
came the Christian 
Church are legendary. 
There are ship-
wrecks, public riots, 
beatings, escapes 
from jails and perils 
aplenty…. just read 
Acts. Yet, in the 
midst of this drama are the nitty gritty details 
of how Paul established and maintained a net-
work of fellowships through the known 
ancient world. Remember, Paul did not have 
Facebook, a cell phone, or television. Transpor-
tation usually consisted of a donkey or by foot. 
How did he do it….? 
 By virtue of his stubborn, driven nature, 
Paul made the impossible possible.  Beginning 
in Chapter 13 of Acts, we can follow his initial 
Apostolic journey. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
the Congregation at Antioch commissioned 
Paul and a companion Barnabus, and they 
made their way to the coast and took a ship to 
Cyprus. Sounds easy right? When I mention a 
road, think of a donkey track, navigated by foot 
or “ideally” on donkey. On average, you could 
travel 10-12 miles a day. Other difficulties in-
cluded robbers and brigands and of course foul 
weather. The cruise from the Syrian coast to 
Cyprus was no small matter either. Sea travel 
was hazardous at best. Passengers would sit on 
the main deck, and hope they were not swept 
off in a storm. Since few could swim, falling off 
meant death. There were no Coast Guard 
rescues. 
 Chapter 13:5 states the “first thing they 
did when they put in at Salamis (Cyprus) was 
to preach God’s Word in the Jewish meeting 
places. This was Paul’s typical initial move. As 
he later explained in Chapter 13:46, “it was 
necessary that the Word of God should be 

spoken first to you (the Jews). Since you reject 
it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal 
life, we are now turning to the Gentiles”. He 
always gave Jews the “first shot” before work-
ing with whoever would listen. The Jews were 
hardly receptive, because in many cases the 
blunt Paul would tell them they had rejected 
their promised Messiah. Temple leadership 
was generally unreceptive to being called to 
task. 
 At this point, you might wonder how Paul 
supported himself. He worked as a tentmaker. 
This skilled profession means he had the abil-
ity to use special implements for making and 
mending tents, awnings, pavilions and similar 
protections against the elements. He could set 
up a booth in a marketplace and contract his 
services. Since the customer typically supplied 
the materials, Paul only needed a specialized 
tool set (sickle, awl, needles and waxed thread) 
to earn a living. As an added benefit, he could 
talk to all he came in contact with and share 
the message of Jesus. What also makes this 
career choice significant stems from the fact 
that as a child of a wealthy family he would not 
have ever been taught these skills. He must 
have learned them later in life, no doubt after 
his conversion on the road to Damascus. He 
needed to support himself, and these skills 
would help pay the bills.  
 As I mentioned, Paul began in the Temple. 
In Chapter 13, he was rejected by the Jews, 
who began to actively oppose him. So, Paul 
turned to the Gentiles. As 13:48 states, “When 
the Gentiles heard….they were glad and 
praised the words of the Lord; and as many as 
had been destined for eternal life became be-
lievers. Thus, the word of the Lord spread 
throughout the region.” Once Paul had estab-
lished a ministry, he spent considerable time 
working with his new believing community 
before heading off to the next town. To follow 
up, Paul would write letters to the Congrega-
tions, encouraging them and addressing con-
troversies that would arise. Today, we call 
those letters the Church Epistles. We read 
them in Church often.  
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 In chapter 14, Paul and Barnabus head 
down the road to Iconium, where their bold 
proclamations win more followers, both Jew 
and gentile, and antagonize others to the point 
that they fled before being beaten by a mob. 
Moving on to the town of Derbe, Paul was 
stoned, and dragged out of the city “supposing 
that he was dead”. You would think being 
roughed up so badly might lead you to ques-
tion your career choices, yet the record states 
that Paul moved on without delay to Derbe, the 
next town on the road. This stubborn man 
would not let a severe beating get in the way of 
his mission. Eventually, Paul and Barnabus 
returned home to Antioch, where yet addition-
al controversy awaited them, but that will be a 
tale for another month. 
 Paul was a tough man, who let nothing get 
in the way of his mission. His single-
mindedness helped establish the Church de-
spite the opposition we have discussed. Paul 
was just a man, but look what one man, filled 
with determination and grit produced.  

Gerry Lauro 
 

FROM FELLOWSHIP 
Please consider hosting coffee hour to foster 
conversation among members.  It’s easy – 
instructions are provided.  You just need to 
bring baked goods and 
milk.  Everything else is 
provided by Advent.  
Please sign up on the 
bulletin board.  Thanks. 
Mary Pensallorto  
201-240-6556 

Tuesday, October 16th 
Tuesday, October 16 is an Advent’s Blue Moon 
Mexican Café fundraiser in Wyckoff from 11:30 

am – 9 pm with Advent receiving 20% on food, 
drinks (including alcohol), take-out and gift 
cards. Hope to see you there!  

FROM SOCIAL MINISTRY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s Advent’s 21st Annual 
PRICELESS TREASURES!! 

Saturday, October 27 ⬧ 9 am – 2 pm 
Please bring your gently used items to sell 
beginning Friday, October 19, between 7 and 
9 pm. Items can be dropped off anytime the 
church is open or in the evenings from 7-
9pm. The final drop-off day is Thursday, 
October 25. 
 This is a huge job that cannot be done by 
just a few people. It is very helpful if everyone 
sorts their own donations. Instructions and 
signs will be up in the Fellowship Hall. We 
need many people to help sort and price items 
each night from October 19 – 25 so every-
thing will be in order in time for the sale. If 
you have any time to help, even an hour here 
and there, it is much appreciated! A signup 
sheet will be posted. We need snacks for our 
Bake Sale and volunteers to work throughout 
the day on October 27, including cleanup and 
disposal from 2–3 pm. 
 All proceeds are used to purchase books 
and Christmas gifts for the children of the 
Nurturing Place and Star of Hope Minis-
tries. Thank you to everyone for your 
continued support! If you have questions or 
offers of help, contact Karen Arnone, 201-519-
9952. 

       

BOOK GROUP: Monday, October 15 
 1:00 pm in Church Library to discuss 

White Houses by Amy Bloom 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles is 
the November selection. 
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FROM STEWARDSHIP 
Last night my husband and I did take out from 
our favorite Chinese restaurant. Of course, at 
the end of the meal, we opened our fortune 
cookies. Mine read “If you continually give, you 
will continually have.” Not obscure, not 
bewildering, pretty straight-forward for a 
fortune cookie!  And how timely a message as 
Stewardship season approaches at Advent.  
 Our theme, Living Faithfully – Giving 
Generously, underlines the need for giving of 
our time, talents, and treasures to support our 
ministries at Advent. Truly as we contribute in 
these many ways, our church programs will 
thrive, our family in Christ will prosper, and 
Advent will continue to be a model of gener-
osity and caring in our community. So please 
prayerfully consider how you might partici-
pate in supporting Advent’s fortune!   
 And by the way, my husband’s cookie 
fortune was “Two days from now, tomorrow 
will be yesterday!”  I’m not sure, but I think 
that means, fill out those pledge cards in a 
timely manner!     
 

Christine Keeler 
Stewardship Committee 

Member 

 
 

 

 

Thankful offerings to… 
• John Haven for covering for Janice 

Reynen as counter. 

• Pastor for the wonderful email of all 
the events that are happening in the 
future. 

• Janice Reynen for cleaning the bird 
poop off the rear door. 
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 Happy OCTOBER Birthday to… 

 1 Chris Reynen 17 Lorraine Freimuth 

 4 Karen Arnone 17 Aubrie McTigue 

 4 Susanna Makela 17 Barbara Piercy 

 5 Ray Makela 19 Barbara Lauro 

 7 Mary Blazin 22 Matthew Hammond 

 7 Jessica Weir 24 Owen Macke 

 9 Christie Rutherford 24 Matt Reynen 

11 Catie Bea Stroh 26 Christopher Bannan 

15 April Kirk 

 

Happy OCTOBER Anniversary to… 
7 Jessy & George Swatek 

9 Alexandra & Patrick McTigue 

11 Clinton & Susan Poff 

16 Anthony & Melissa Rizzo 

19 Carl & Laine Skonberg 

22 Daniel & Carol Weaver 
  

 
 
 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS 
 

Plumb Line  
In the writings of the prophets 
Isaiah and Amos, a plumb line is 
a symbol of God’s judgment of 
Israel: “I will make justice the 
measuring line and 
righteousness the plumb line” 
(Isaiah 28:17, NIV); The Lord 
was standing by a wall that 
had been built true to plumb, 
with a plumb line in his 
hand. … Then the Lord said, 
“Look, I am setting a plumb 
line among my people Israel; 
I will spare them no longer” 
(Amos 7:7-8, NIV). When Jesus 
is portrayed as Judge of the 
world, he is sometimes shown 
holding a plumb line.  

 
 
 

 

Thanks to Those Serving this Month… 
 
October 7 
 Assisting Minister Bob Schoendorf 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Mary Pensallorto 
 Ushers John Havens & Chris Reynen 
 Communion Prep Barbara Lauro 
 Fellowship Jody Eiden 
  
October 14 
 Assisting Minister Carolyn Tedesco 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Roy Borgeson 
 Ushers Frank & Mary Pensallorto 
 Communion Prep Carol Saliu 
 Fellowship Anna Schattauer Paillé 
  
October 21 
 Assisting Minister Jody Eiden 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Carolyn Tedesco 
 Ushers Gerry Lauro & George Collard 
 Communion Prep Kim Salerno 
 Fellowship Ryan & Gavin Aquino 
  
October 28 
 Assisting Minister Linda Ganger 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Linda Ganger 
 Ushers Bill Whitney & Joe Salerno 
 Communion Prep Christine Keeler 
 Fellowship Kim Salerno 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

With our new email address: 

Adventlutheranwyckoff@gmail.com 
 
 

 

mailto:Adventlutheranwyckoff@gmail.com

