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FROM PASTOR JOSEPH 

Last month, Pope Francis canonized seven 
new saints in the Catholic Church. All seven 
lived remarkable lives in one way or another, 
but two influenced Christianity as many of us 
experience it today. The first is Oscar Romero. 
Romero was born in 1917 to a large family in 
El Salvador. Ordained in Rome at the age of 
twenty-four, Romero was known as an institu-
tionalist and sometimes conservative figure 
among his fellow priests, and he was often 
critical of the liberation theology that empha-
sized the church’s preferential option for the 
poor. In February of 1977, Romero became 
the archbishop of San Salvador. Everything 
changed for Romero less than a month later 
when one of his friends, a Jesuit priest named 
Rutilio Grande, was murdered by Salvadoran 
government forces.  
 After praying over Grande’s body, 
Romero experienced a kind of spiritual awak-
ening, refusing to participate in any state 
functions until the murder was investigated, 
documenting the abuses of the Salvadoran 
government, and criticizing the regime over 
the archdiocese’s radio station. After one par-
ticularly impassioned plea for soldiers to dis-
obey orders, Romero was shot in the heart 
while saying Mass.  
 The second new saint canonized by 
Francis is Pope Paul VI. Paul was elected Pope 
in 1963 during the Second Vatican Council 
that his predecessor had called to update 
church teaching, organization, and practice. 
Many thought that Paul would wind down the 
conference, but Paul charged ahead with the 
process. Vatican II led to many changes 
favored by the progressive wing of the Catho-

lic Church: the replacement of Latin in the 
mass with the vernacular, more collegial rela-
tions with other church bodies, and a renewed 
emphasis on laity’s role in mission. Yet Paul’s 
own writings veered in a much more con-
servative direction. Two of his most famous 
encyclicals reaffirmed the need for clerical 
celibacy and condemned modern methods of 
birth control. Paul’s legacy is as influential as 
it is hard to categorize. 
 Why care about Romero and Paul? 
Romero represents both the growth of libera-
tion theology as normative in many circles, as 
well as the recentering of global Christianity 
to the Global South. One of the biggest ELCA 
congregations is Santa Maria de Guadalupe in 
Irving, Texas. Salvadoran hymns like Vomos 
Todos al Banquete are mainstays in many 
Lutheran churches. And many of the most 
active Lutheran churches in our area are His-
panic congregations.   
 Paul’s legacy influence is not quite as 
obvious but deeply embedded. Much of the 
language we use to debate sexual ethics and 
reproductive health were laid out by Paul in 
Humane Vitae. Hymns like On Eagles’ Wings 
and We Are Calle flow from the new culture his 
liturgical reforms created. And his embrace of 
non-Catholics is hard to ignore. This February, 
we’ll be hosting St. Elizabeth’s clergy and 
parishioners for evening prayer and a discus-
sion of Francis’ legacy. This would have been 
unlikely thirty years ago, and it would have 
been unthinkable before Paul VI. It’s Oscar’s 
and Paul’s world. We all just live in it. 

 Peace and courage, 
 Joseph Schattauer Paillé, Pastor 

  

Worship 

 Saturday 5:00 pm Contemporary 

 Sunday 9:30 am Traditional 

Sunday School 9:20 am 

 September – May 
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FROM THE COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT 

Advent’s Commitment Weekend 
is November 17 & 18. It's when 
we are all encouraged to make 
our pledges of time, talent and 

treasure for the coming year.  
 We do this, first and foremost, in response 
to the many blessings in our lives. How can we 
not give back generously? And we know that 
at this church, so much of what we give goes 
to help others in our community and beyond. 
 Then, as a practical matter, we know 
Advent needs support to keep its ministry go-
ing. Salaries need to be paid, along with utility 
bills and all the other expenses involved in 
maintaining our facilities. Maintenance is a 
frequent topic of discussion at church Council 
meetings. When money is tight, it's one of the 
first budget items to be shortchanged. Ade-
quate funding allows us to stay on top of things 
and deal with little problems before they 
become big ones. 
 We'll soon start work on the budget for 
2019. The response to this year's Stewardship 
campaign will determine how much we can 
do. Let's have our giving reflect what we want 
Advent to be. 

  Bill Whitney 
Council President 

 
    

 
 
We want to thank 
everyone for their 
cards, prayers, 
funeral home visits, and 
words of encouragement after 
the death of our mothers within days 
of each other.  It was a very difficult time but 
feeling the love and support of our Advent 
family helped us so much. And the many offers 
of help in the church office were appreciated. 
On behalf of my entire family a special thank 
you to Pastor Joseph.  

Sharon & Fred Monk 
 

NOVEMBER AT A GLANCE 
 

NOVEMBER 4: 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS! 

TURN BACK YOUR CLOCK 
 

Sunday, November 4 at 
10:45: a forum with Peter 
McLellan. Peter is a PhD 
student at Drew Univer-
sity whose forthcoming 
dissertation is on post-
modern theories of death 
and the gospel of Mark. 

Peter will be leading us in a discussion of the 
socio-political world of the New Testament. 
 
Sunday, November 11 at 10:45. Hope and 
Healing After an Addiction Death Forum. Lani 
Bonificac and Gail Cole will discuss grief, the 
opioid epidemic, and their bereavement sup-
port group, which received a grant from 
Advent’s Endowment earlier this year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 18 at 10:45: Confirma-
tion. Jesus: Crucified and Risen. 

 
Tuesday 
November 20 
 7:00 pm.  
Thanksgiving Worship 
 

     
 

BOOK GROUP: Monday, November 19 
 1:00 pm in Church Library to discuss 
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 
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FROM SOCIAL MINISTRY 
THANKSGIVING DINNERS 
 As we plan our Thanksgiving menu, guest 
list or travel plans, let us share our abundance 
with our sisters and brothers in need in our 
community. The Center for Food Action in 
Mahwah plans to provide enough food for the 
holiday weekend to 3200 households, that is, 
over 9500 adults and children. 
 Check out the “stuffed” turkey in the nar-
thex and pick a grocery list out of his tail 
feathers. Buy everything or anything on that 
list and bring to the church by Wednesday, 
November 14th. Our families need: 

Frozen Turkeys (put in the church freezer) 
Hearty Soups, Canned Vegetables 

Canned Yams, Instant Potatoes, Rice, Gravy 
Canned Cranberry Sauce 

Stuffing, Pasta Sauce, Pasta 
Baking Mix, Fresh Apples 
Potatoes, Onions & Carrots 

You also may buy supermarket gift 
cards ($20). Leave gift cards in the 
church office or donate any amount online at 
www.cfanj.org. Happy Thanksgiving to all. 

 
CHRISTMAS AT SEA 
Ahoy, mates! Imagine being far 
away from home and family at 
Christmas time doing dan-
gerous work in the middle of 

the ocean.  We can extend our 
care to seafarers who come through the NY 
and NJ ports by filling satchels for our 
Lutheran Seafarer’s Mission Christmas at Sea 
project. Chaplains give these bags to every ship 
coming in to dock in December; on Christmas 
Eve the ship’s captain distributes the bags to all 
the seafarers. A ship normally has 25 seafarers 
so our goal is to fill at least 25 bags. You can 
pick up a white bag and a shopping list under 
the bulletin board in the narthex. Typically, you 
can buy the whole shopping list for under $25. 
 Please put your name on the poster by the 
number on your bag and return the filled bag 
by Wednesday, December 5th; check off your 
number when you return the bag. Christmas 
Blessings and Calm Seas in the New Year. 

ANOTHER ADVENT EAGLE SCOUT 
Congrats to Matt Reynen for earning the rank 
of Eagle Scout with the Boy Scouts of America. 
Matt created a new sign and plantings at the 
Wyckoff Department of Public Works on West 
Main Street. Advent has produced many Eagle 
Scouts: Matthew Salisbury, Matthew Rizzo, 
John Pensallorto, Andy Reynen and now Matt 
Reynen. How many more scouts do we have 
coming up the ranks?  
 

 
 

Thankful offerings to… 
• September Walk In Dinner volunteers  
• Sue Brislin, Linda Ganger, and Carol Saliu 

for help with Barbara Huber’s repast 
• Barbara Zanetto for providing materials 

and instructions for making blankets for 
Operation International 

• John Havens for his research into LEAMNJ’s 
mission to help better understand their 
work 

• Stone House Nursery for the fall 
decorations 

• Pastor Joseph for the Welcome to Advent 
sign 

• Sue Brislin for the fall wreath 
• Irene Jaeger for her help with visitation 
• Everyone who participated in Advent’s 

community night at Blue Moon – we 
raised $125.62 

http://www.cfanj.org/
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ACTS 15: PAUL ON THE ROAD … AGAIN 
It’s hard to know what to focus on as we exam-
ine Paul’s second apostolic journey. I choose to 
admire how Paul listened to God, despite the 
difficulty in doing so. There are jailings, beat-
ings, conversions, and of course miracles. The 
word moves out of Asia Minor and moves into 
Europe. We meet the next generation of church 
leaders, and it starts…. with an argument. 
 Paul, as always single minded, comes into 
conflict with his old friend 
Barnabus (in Chapter 15) over 
the inclusion of Barnabus’ 
cousin John Mark in their up-
coming missional journey. In 
their previous trip, John Mark 
had “bugged out” when the go-
ing got tough. “Forgive and 
forget”, I imagine Barnabus as 
saying, but Paul will not be 
swayed. The debate grew so 
intense Barnabus and John 
Mark head in a separate direc-
tion, and out of the Biblical 
story. Paul recruits another man, Silas and 
heads towards Asia Minor (today Turkey) to 
revisit the cities and churches established in 
the first trip. Paul would allow nothing to inter-
fere with his missional plans, so if John Mark 
presented an impediment even an old friend 
like Barnabus had to go. 
 I assume Paul was listening to God, for his 
plan radically changed in a very short period of 
time. As he headed overland to Lystra, he met 
up with Timothy, who Paul had mentored dur-
ing the first trip. Timothy wanted to join their 
trip but was uncircumcised gentile, which 
would present problems for the Jews Paul 
sought to convert. As such, Paul decided to 
have Timothy circumcised. Bells should be 
ringing in your head. Earlier in Chapter 15, 
Paul had fought for the right of gentiles to 
remain uncircumcised in the “Way”, and now 
here in chapter 16 he tells Timothy to do it. 
Does this present a conflict? Sort of. However, 
no matter what he personally believed, Paul 
felt Timothy would be more effective in their 
mission if he underwent the procedure, Again, 

we see how Paul let nothing hinder the effec-
tiveness of his mission. 
 Paul wanted to continue in Asia Minor, but 
God had other plans. In Chapter 16 God tells 
him to go to Macedonia, a part of Greece. He 
Silas and Timothy left at once, and ended up in 
Philippi, a leading city for trade and commerce, 
and a gateway to Europe. While in Philippi, he 
converts his first “European”, a wealthy mer-
chant named Lydia. She and her entire family 
believed. Being Paul, it did not take his blunt 

nature long to get into trouble. He 
ran afoul of some slave holders, 
who reported him to the authori-
ties. After being beaten, Paul was 
thrown into jail. Most people 
might have reconsidered their 
career choices, but Paul was sing-
ing joyful psalms when an earth-
quake struck the prison and 
threw open the doors. Paul 
stayed put and was rewarded 
when the jailer and his family be-
lieved as well. Eventually the 

authorities apologized, and Paul headed to 
Thessalonica.  
 Thessalonica was another typical city for 
Paul to visit. As a provincial capital, it stood on 
a major highway for trade, and contained a 
Jewish community. Chapter 17 details how 
Paul enjoyed initial success, converting “a great 
many God-fearing Greeks and a considerable 
number of women from the aristocracy.” How-
ever, violent opposition arose, and Paul had to 
leave town under the cover of darkness, even-
tually ending in Berea, where the Jewish com-
munity treated him well, and again “a lot of 
them became believers, including many Greeks 
who were prominent in the community, men 
and women of influence.” It was not long be-
fore opposition forced Paul to travel again. 
 After a brief stop in Athens, Paul ended in 
Corinth, another “crossroads” city of commerce 
and trade. A rough town, Corinth was noted (or 
notorious) for its sexual immorality. One of the 
Greek words “to practice fornication” was a 
derivative of the city’s name. Despite the repu-
tation, Paul set to work. After the Jews rejected 
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his message (see Acts, Chapter 18) Paul took 
his message to the gentiles, and enjoyed 
success. In a vision, God told him to “keep it up, 
and don’t let anyone intimidate or silence you”. 
Taking God at his promise, Paul spent the next 
year and a half working in this city, before end-
ing his trip with a visit to Ephesus. 
 In all, scholars estimate this journey took 
about three years, and around 3,500 miles 
(mostly on foot). Paul had taken the Word to 
another continent, and had won countless 
believers, both Jew and Greek, to God’s word. 
None of this would have happened, had Paul 
not listened to God, and done what God urged 
him to do. There is a lesson here for us. The 
same God that advised Paul remains available 
for us today. The difference between Paul and 
us? Not much, except that Paul did what God 
told him to do, and despite many difficulties 
established the Church we are part of today.  
Are you ready to listen, and more importantly, 
do what God encourages you to do?  

Gerry Lauro 
 

 

 

Happy NOVEMBER Birthday to… 
 2 Samson Bajakian 13 Thomas Schoendorf 

 4 Elise Geiger 16 Katherine Papera 

 6 Max Miles 17 Peg Whitney 

 6 Hanna Miles 17 Robert Wuerfel 

 8 Emily Alvarez 21 Elizabeth Fastuca 

 8 Ole Tangen 22 Hannah Haas 

 9 Leonard Teitelbaum 24 Gretchen Ritacco 

 9 Matthew Teitelbaum 27 Jody Eiden 

11 Michael Keller 29 Peter Klein 

12 Christine Keeler 

 

 

Happy NOVEMBER Anniversary to… 
18 Steven & Lois Salisbury 

28 Joe & Kim Salerno 

30 Bob & Maureen Wuerfel 

  
 

 

 

Thanks to Those Serving this Month… 

November 4 
 Assisting Minister Carolyn Tedesco 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Gerry Lauro 
 Ushers Gerry Lauro & Bob Thompson 
 Communion Prep Carolyn Tedesco & 
    Christie Rutherford 
 Fellowship Kristin Cook 

November 11 
 Assisting Minister Bob Schoendorf 
 Acolyte Gavin Aquino 
 Reader Bob Thompson 
 Ushers Diane Backhaus & Sue Brislin 
 Communion Prep Lois Salisbury 
 Fellowship Christine Keeler 

November 18 
 Assisting Minister Bill Whitney 
 Acolyte Matthew Hammond 
 Reader Bob Schoendorf 
 Ushers Roy & Bethel Borgeson 
 Communion Prep Bethel Borgeson 
 Fellowship Roxanne Hammond  

November 25 
 Assisting Minister Jody Eiden 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Janice Reynen 
 Ushers Anthony Rizzo & Bill Whitney 
 Communion Prep Kay Tangen 
 Fellowship Please sign up 

Teller (Council) Bob Thompson 
Counter      David Swenson 

 
THE GENIUS OF GENEROSITY 
Kansas pastor Jack Wellman has been credited 
with the insight that “there is a certain genius in 
generosity.” He explains that when we open our 
hands — figuratively speaking — to allow some-
thing to pass through our fingers, rather than 
holding it with tightly clenched fists, God can give 
us new blessings.  
“God cannot pour more into hands that are 

already clinging tightly to what they hold,” says 
Wellman. Whether material goods or time, 
ideas or talents, money or energy, the gifts God 
has given us so generously are to be shared 
just as freely with others. With our hands 

continually open to receive, give and receive 
again, God’s genius cycle of generosity goes on and 
on. 
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