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FROM PASTOR JOSEPH 
 As of last February, approximately twelve 
million Americans had their DNA analyzed by 
direct-to-consumer genetic genealogy tests. 
Technology and advertising have turned what 
was a hobby for amateur archivists a few dec-
ades ago into a billion-dollar industry. While 
the advertisements suggest that your heritage 
will bring you closer in touch with your true 
self, the results can often be disorienting. 
People will occasionally discover that they 
were raised by people who were not their bio-
logical parents or discover that they have 
another sibling. While the accuracy of the tests 
can be debated, they have tapped into a deep 
need to understand who we are.  
 I’ve been thinking about that lately since 
I’ve been reading David Blight’s new book 
Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom. One of 
the major themes of the book is how Douglass 
understood his own identity. Born into slavery 
in Maryland, Douglass had no memory of his 
mother and never knew the identity of his 
(likely) white father. Douglass believed he was 
born in 1817, but an encounter with his former 
master in 1877 led him to believe he was actu-
ally born a year later.  
 In many ways, Douglass’s political life was 
a search for his identity in relationship to a 
rapidly changing nation. At times, most 
famously in “What to a Slave is the Fourth of 
July,” Douglass portrays himself as an outsider 
in the nation. At other times, such as the lead 
up to the Civil War, Douglass saw his own 
interests align with that of the Union cause. 
After the war, Douglass would go on to become 
the first African American named to a govern-
ment post requiring consent of the Senate. In 
the intervening years he could be both radical 
and pragmatic in his actions, apocalyptic and 

gradualist in his thinking, and narrow-minded 
and generous in his views of other marginal-
ized groups. 

Douglass’s sense of self emerged in at least 
two tangible ways. The first is the fact that 
Douglass wrote memoirs of his life. Written in 
1845, 1855, and 1881, the autobiographies 
show a willingness to reevaluate the current 
moment in light of Douglass’s own personal 
history. Douglass’s sense of his history and 
himself evolved with the nation’s political 
crises. The second is the fact that Douglass was 
likely the most photographed subject of the 
nineteenth century. Acutely aware that African 
Americans were usually portrayed in racist 
caricatures, Douglass used his image to show 
the dignity of black bodies in a society that sys-
tematically devalued them. 

In the Lutheran 
tradition, we often 
speak of our identi-
ties coming from our 
baptisms. Prophetic 
voices like Douglass 
remind us that they 
also emerge in rela-
tionship with the 
crises of our own 
time. Just as the nation was refounded after 
the war, Douglass’s sense of self was 
refounded to meet the needs of his moment. 
Douglass’s gift to the nation was not just his 
words or his actions but his public exploration 
and evolution of his sense of self. 

 
 Peace and courage, 

 Joseph Schattauer Paillé 
 Pastor 

 

Worship 

 Saturday 5:00 pm Contemporary 

 Sunday 9:30 am Traditional 

Sunday School 9:20 am 

 September – May 
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 

Every year, after the congrega-
tion's annual meeting, the church 

council holds its organizational 
meeting. When we met on 
February 11, I was re-elected 
president for another year and 

John Havens was re-elected vice 
president. It's a privilege and a pleasure to 
lead such a dedicated group of people. 
 You might notice that some of our com-
mittees have been re-branded to better reflect 
their mission. What had been Evangelism is 
now Membership Development, led by Janice 
Reynen. And Sue Poff, new to the council, is 
heading Giving and Advocacy Ministries – 
what had been Social Ministry. Sue will have 
many helpers. When members made their 
Time & Talent commitments last Fall, the 
most volunteers – by far – were for projects to 
serve others in our community. 
 I think that's a powerful affirmation of 
who we are as a congregation. While we do the 
work to keep our finances in order and our 
building maintained, Advent's first priority as a 
church is to show gratitude for the blessings in 
our lives by being a blessing to others. And our 
second priority is to warmly welcome anyone 
and everyone who might like to be a part of 
what we do. Those will be the council's guiding 
principles as we move forward. 

Bill Whitney, Council President 

 
ATTENTION THRIVENT CLIENTS 

Every year your ac-
counts generate what 
are called Choice 
Dollars; you can des-
ignate this money as a 
donation to various Lutheran causes, including 
Advent. But you have to be proactive about it. 
Guidance is available on our website. The 
deadline is the end of March. It's estimated that 
if every Advent member who is a Thrivent 
client designated their Choice Dollars to the 
church, we would receive about $3,500. 
 

2019 CHURCH COUNCIL 
⬧ Bill Whitney, Council President &  

Stewardship (201-848-9059) 
⬧ John Havens, Vice President & Finance  

(201-848-1371) 
⬧ Christine Vajda, Council Secretary  

(201-612-9738) 
⬧ Elise Geiger, Financial Secretary 

 (201-327-7873) 
⬧ Peter Rutherford, Treasurer 

 (201-848-9576) 
⬧ Mary Pensallorto, Fellowship 

 (201-240-6556) 
⬧ Janice Reynen, Membership Development  

(201-847-9824) 
⬧ Bill Joseph, Christian Education 

 (973-427-8698) 

⬧ Sue Poff, Giving and Advocacy  
(201-280-6037) 

⬧ Ryan Spector, Member-at-Large 
(201-819-1272) 

 
 

MONEY MONDAYS? 
For as long as anyone can 
remember, our practice has 
been to have two people – 
one of them a council 
member – count the offering 
and deposit it in the bank 
after the Sunday morning service. But recently, 
because our council is smaller than in years 
past, these duties have become burdensome. 
Going forward, we've decided to follow ELCA 
guidelines, which simply recommend that any 
two adult members serve as tellers. 
 It's been suggested that more volunteers 
might be available if the count was done on 
Monday morning (or any mutually agreeable 
time that day). Without feeling rushed to get 
done, the process would be more relaxed and 
less prone to error. 
 If you're willing to join the Money Mon-
day Club, please contact Carolyn Tedesco at 
(cat166.ct@gmail.com) or John Havens at 
(JTHEO330@gmail.com). Thank you. 
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WORSHIP 
Noon: Spoken 

service 
7:30 pm: Holy 

Communion 
 

EVENING STUDIES DURING LENT@ 7 PM 
Our evening study for Lent is on Elizabeth 
Johnson’s Ask the Beasts: Darwin and the God 
of Love. Ask the Beasts is an examination of the 
relationship between faith in God and the 
concept of ecological care within a crisis of 
biodiversity. No prior reading required. Come 
to as many weeks as you like. Wednesdays, 
March 13 and 20 and Tuesday, March 26. 

Pastor Joseph 

 
BOOK GROUP 
Advent’s Book Group meets monthly from 
September to June in the church library on the 
third Monday at 1:00 pm. Everyone is invited 
to join us for lively discussions. Our upcoming 
book selections: March 18: Bright as Heaven 
by Susan Meissner; April: The Storyteller’s 
Secret by Sejal Badani 

 

FROM FELLOWSHIP 
“Nothing brings people together 

like good food” 

ADVENT’S FIRST INTERNATIONAL DINNER!!! 
Saturday, March 30, 2019 ⬧ 6:00 p.m. 

Open to all congregants, their families & friends 
Please bring an international (or your 

favorite) appetizer or dessert 
Advent will supply the dinner, wine and beer. 

Sign up is located in the narthex or you can 
call/text Mary Pensallorto 201.240.6556 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED 
Please consider hosting coffee hour.  It is easy.  
Directions and help can be 
provided.  All you have to do is 
supply the bagels or cake or fruit 
and milk.  Advent members love 
to mingle and talk.  This is the 
sign of true fellowship.  Sign up is 
near the Fellowship Hall or you can 
call or text Mary Pensallorto at 201-
240-6556.  The people of Advent thank you! 

     
 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 3 
Rev. Sara Lilja from 
the Lutheran 
Episcopal Advocacy 
Ministry of New 
Jersey will preach at 
worship and present a 
forum titled Advocacy 
101 at 10:45. Be sure 
to join us. 

 

ENDOWMENT 
The next quarterly meeting of Advent’s 
Endowment committee is Monday, March 4. If 
anyone has a grant request for the committee 
to review please contact chairperson Chris 
Reynen at reynenchris@gmail.com. You can 
also contact Chris if you’d like more infor-
mation about Advent’s Endowment in general. 
 

 
MATT REYNEN’S 

EAGLE SCOUT 
CEREMONY 

On Sunday, March 10 
at 2:00 pm another 
Advent young man 

with receive his Eagle 
Scout Award. Everyone 

is invited to attend the 
ceremony and the reception following in 
Fellowship Hall. Congratulations to Matt 
and his family! 

mailto:reynenchris@gmail.com
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ADVENT SOUPER BOWL 
 Forgettabout that boring game on Super 
Bowl Sunday! We had our own excitement 
with the SOUP-ER BOWL and this time the LA 
Rams won!! Thanks to everyone for donating 
non-perishable food items and money to 
support your team but specially to support 
OUR team, the Mahwah Center for Food Action. 
Advent delivered twenty-six bags of food and 
$236.00 to help our neighbors in need. 
 Apparently, Rams fans were hungrier than 
Patriots fans since the vote breakdown was: 

NE PATRIOTS  LA RAMS 
54 food items  126 food items 
$122.00   $114.00 
176 VOTES   240 VOTES 

 And remember you still love your team 
whether they won or even made it into the 
Super Bowl. So, continue giving your team 
support by bringing in groceries every week 
and putting them in the shopping cart in the 
narthex for Team CFA. Food in the cart is 
delivered to CFA on a regular basis so keep 
running, rushing, passing and kicking non-
perishable food items, toiletries and personal 
care items for our team! 

      

Advent continues its donation of 
Easter Baskets to the Center for 
Food Action in Mahwah. This 
enables the CFA staff to supply 
baskets to their clients with 
children. You are invited to take 
part in this outreach ministry by 

bringing in the following goodies:  
raisins ⬧ nuts ⬧dried fruit ⬧ 100% juice boxes 

granola bars ⬧ small pop-top canned fruit 
individual bags of crackers  

individually wrapped candy 
We need new 6” - 12” baskets and cellophane. 
All items must be at church by Sunday, April 
7 so baskets can be assembled after worship 
and delivered to the CFA the next day. Please 
place items in the Easter Baskets located in 
the narthex. If you can participate in assem-
bling the baskets on Sunday, April 7th please 
contact Sue Poff at spoff51@gmail.com or 
201-934-1376. Thanks so much! 

42 boxes of Valentine cards were 
Delivered to the elementary school age 

clients of the CFA. Thanks 

 
College Care Packages 

We’re sending off care packages 
to our college students as they 
hit the books for finals. Here’s a 
list of snacks and goodies but 
feel free to add you what you 
want! There’s a collection box in 
the narthex. If you haven’t given 
us your college student’s info – 

please do if you think they’d like a care package 
from their church family. Suggested items: 

granola ⬧ popcorn ⬧ gum ⬧ fruit gummy bears 
trail mix ⬧ nuts ⬧ dried fruit ⬧ protein or 

breakfast bars ⬧ peanut butter/honey/jelly in 
plastic containers ⬧ Goldfish ⬧ pretzels  
crackers ⬧ candy ⬧ tea ⬧ sinus soother  

Emergen C ⬧  cough drops ⬧ hand sanitizer 
wipes ⬧ inspirational cards ⬧ note cards ⬧ gift 
cards to Starbucks/Dunkin Donuts/Panera 

small bank gift card ⬧ anything non-perishable 
and/or fun that can provide a bit of protein 

and/or a touch of home! 

Please have all items in by Sunday, April 7 and 
forward students’ names and addresses to Sue 
Poff: spoff51@gmail.com or 201-934-1376. 
 
Request from St. Matthew Trinity Church’s 
Lunchtime Ministry in Hoboken: clean plastic 
take-out containers with lids and clean plastic 
grocery bags for clients to take leftovers. There 
is a special collection box in the narthex for the 
bags and containers. Items will be delivered to 
St. Matthew’s on a regular basis. 
 

In our community: 
Faith and Grief Luncheon at Christian Health 
Care Center, Noon, Wednesday, March 20. 
Contact Pastor Joseph for more information. 

“Awake-A-Thon” for youth hosted by Calvary 
Lutheran, Allendale in late March or early 
April. Activities will include hiking, games, 
devotions and more. Contact Pastor Joseph for 
more information. 

mailto:spoff51@gmail.com
mailto:spoff51@gmail.com
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AMOS: TELL IT LIKE IT IS 

“The biblical prophets continue to be 
the most powerful and effective 
voices ever heard on this earth for 
keeping religion honest, humble, and 
compassionate. Prophets sniff out 
injustice, especially injustice dressed 
up in religious garb.”  Eugene 
Peterson, The Message 
 
 Among this elite prophetic 
group called by God, Amos of Tekoa 
stands out for several reasons. First of all, he 
hailed from a small town about 12 miles south 
of Jerusalem. By even a generous allowance, 
this was a one-horse town. He was not a 
professional prophet, or a priest, or perhaps 
even a learned man. In fact, we know little 
about his life. Amos 1:1 states “the message of 
Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa, that he 
received on behalf of Israel. It came to him in 
visions….”. Tekoa was located in the southern 
kingdom of Judea, and God told Amos to 
prophesy in Israel. That’s the equivalent of 
someone from a small town in Mexico coming 
to Washington D.C. and telling our government 
and people how to conduct themselves. We can 
date this book to around 760 B.C., which makes 
Amos the earliest prophet to leave a written 
message.  
 The message delivered was rough, as we 
shall see, and it certainly didn't earn him a fan 
club. In fact, a priest of Israel in 7:13 stated 
“seer, be on your way! Get out of here and go 
back to Judah where you came from! Do your 
preaching there. But no more preaching in 
Israel! Don’t show your face here again!”. 
Amos responded by saying “I never set up to 
be a preacher. I raised sheep and I pruned 
trees.  Then God took me off the farm and said 
“go preach to my people Israel”. Amos, as 
most prophets, did not want the prophetic 
job: he only did it because God told him to. 
Verse 3:8 states “the lion has roared – who 
isn’t frightened? God has spoken – what 
prophet can keep quiet?”  
 The Israel being addressed by Amos was 
a kingdom in the midst of prosperity. Times 

were good, the economy was 
booming, and there was relative 
freedom. Instead of thanking God 
for this abundance, Israel had 
taken a different path. Verse 3:2 
states “Out of all the families on 
earth, I picked you. Therefore, 
because of your special calling I’m 
holding you responsible for all 
your sins”. Amos addressed these 
shortcomings with the subtlety of 
a flame thrower. No one was 
spared of his speaking, including: 

• businessmen preying upon the poor: 2:6 – 
“they buy and sell people...people for them 
are only things, ways of making money. 
They would sell a poor man for a pair of 
shoes...they would sell their own grand-
mother! They grind the penniless into the 
dirt: and shove the luckless into the 
ditch.”. 

• perverting justice: 5:11 – “you bully right 
living people, taking bribes right and left, 
and kicking the poor when they are down. 
Justice is a lost cause. Evil is epidemic. 
Decent people throw up their hands. 
Protest and rebuke are useless, a waste of 
breath.” 

• loose morality by all: 2:8 – “everyone and 
his brother sleeps with the sacred whore, 
a sacrilege against my name.” 

• religious hypocrisy 2:9 – “stuff they have 
extorted from the poor is piled up at the 
shrine of their god, while they sit around 
drinking wine they’ve conned from their 
victims”. Again in 4:5 – “Bring your sacri-
fices for morning worship. Every third day 
bring your tithe. Burn pure sacrifices... 
that’s the sort of religious show you 
Israelites just love.” Last one in 5:14 – “you 
talk about God being your best friend. Well 
live like it, and maybe it will happen.” 

• women are also included in the rebuke: 
4:1 – “you women! Mean to the poor, cruel 
to the down and out! Indolent and 
pampered, you demand of your husbands 
“bring us a cool drink.”  
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 I could go on, but you get the picture. The 
book has only nine chapters, and the failure of 
using social justice as a means to commun-
icate truth about God gets worked over again 
and again. No group of leaders is spared. Yet, 
throughout the book, God reminds the people 
of what he has given them, and encourages 
them to return the favor to the less fortunate 
in society. 
 As previously mentioned, we can date 
Amos to around 760 B.C. Within 10-15 years, 
hostages were beginning to be taken by the 
warlike Assyrian empire. By 722 B.C., the 
capital city of Samaria had fallen. Ten of the 
twelve tribes of Israel were led away in chains 
to slavery, vanishing from history, never to 
return. God had sent Amos to offer a last 
chance for Israel to repent. Unfortunately, they 
chose to ignore him, to their own detriment. 
 As I always ask, “why should we care?” I 
view this as more than a history lesson. Social 
justice remains the means to intentionally 
communicate truth about God. We live in a 
time when the gap between rich and poor has 
reached the widest levels in decades. We, like 
Israel live in a time of prosperity, which is not 
being equally shared by all. A gulf has grown 
between the haves and have nots. Just check 
the economic statistics, and read the head-
lines in the news.  No one was keeping “stats” 
in Israel, except for God. Seeing his people had 
strayed, he sent the blunt talking shepherd of 
a small town to address the high and mighty 
of Israel. We might study his message and 
apply it to our day.  

 Gerry Lauro 

 

Thankful offerings to… 
• Linda Ganger for her help with refresh-

ments after the forum with Fr. Stephen, 
members of St. Elizabeth’s and Advent 

• John Havens for his help with the projector 
at the forum with Fr. Stephen Fichter 

 

 
ANSWER ON PAGE 7 

 
 
 

NOTE: 
Church secretary office hours are 

 Tuesday – Friday 
9 am – 3 pm 
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 Happy MARCH Birthday to… 
 1 Henry Vierling 16 Matt Salisbury 

 3 Gerry Lauro 20 Sally Rutherford 

 5 Dick Freimuth 22 Kim Mattessich 

 8 Kathy Zinn 22 Joan Ramsey 

12 Raymond Papera 22 Heidi Teitelbaum 

13 Alana Lightenberg 22 Christine Vajda 

13 Andy Reynen 23 Sharon Monk 

14 Christopher Stroh 28 Olivia Alvarez 

15 Steven Salisbury 31 Diane Havens 

16 Matt Hanson 

 

Happy MARCH Anniversary to… 
28 Maria & Ray Makela 

31 Sue & Doug Brown 

31 Barbara & Gerry Lauro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 
SUNDAY, MARCH 10. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Those Serving this Month… 

March 3 
 Assisting Minister Jody Eiden 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Jody Eiden 
 Ushers Gerry Lauro & Joe Salerno 
 Communion Prep Melissa Rizzo 
 Fellowship Bill Whitney 

March 10 
 Assisting Minister Linda Ganger 
 Acolyte Gavin Aquino 
 Reader Linda Ganger 
 Ushers Diane Backhaus & Sue Brislin 
 Communion Prep Linda Ganger 
 Fellowship Aquino Family 

March17 
 Assisting Minister Carolyn Tedesco 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Janice Reynen 
 Ushers Bill Whitney & Anthony Rizzo 
 Communion Prep Carol Saliu 
 Fellowship Jody O’Eiden 

March 24 
 Assisting Minister Bill Whitney 
 Acolyte Gavin Aquino 
 Reader Mary Pensallorto 
 Ushers Roy & Bethel Borgeson 
 Communion Prep Marge Fisher 
 Fellowship Marge Fisher 

March 31 
 Assisting Minister Bob Schoendorf 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader  
 Ushers John Havens & Chris Reynen 
 Communion Prep Kim Salerno 
 Fellowship Anna Schattauer Paillé 
 

Teller (Council)  
 March 3  Sue Poff 
 March 10  Mary Pensallorto 
 March 17  Bill Whitney 
 March 24  Bill Whitney 
 March 31  John Havens 
Counter  Karen Wilson 
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