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FROM PASTOR JOSEPH 
 For the past few weeks, I’ve been reading 
Slate editor Josh Levin’s new book The Queen. 
The Queen tells the story of Linda Taylor, a 
woman you have likely heard of even if you 
don’t know her name. In the early 1970s, 
Taylor was discovered to have committed wel-
fare fraud using false names. The Chicago 
Tribune accused Taylor of being a “welfare 
queen” who was defrauding the 
government out of thousands of 
dollars while driving a Cadillac and 
planning a Hawaiian vacation. It 
didn’t take long for the story to take 
on a life of its own and enter the 
national consciousness. During the 
1976 presidential campaign, 
Ronald Reagan’s stump speech 
about government waste frequently 
referenced Taylor as a “woman in 
Chicago” who used eighty aliases to 
commit welfare fraud and whose 
“tax-free cash income has been 
running $150,000 a year.”  
 These numbers were drastically inflated. 
Taylor’s lifetime haul was likely around 
$40,000, not $150,000 a year. She was even-
tually charged with stealing under $10,000. 
The number of aliases Taylor used was also 
severely overstated. In addition to being fac-
tually inaccurate, the story that grew up 
around Taylor doesn’t actually tell you much 
about welfare fraud in the 1970s, most of 
which was committed by people failing to re-
port outside supplemental income, not by 
people using false identities. The legend of the 
Cadillac-driving welfare recipient grew into a 
racist stereotype playing on white resentment, 
and Taylor’s life became a symbol of a problem 
that wasn’t actually happening.  

 This isn’t to say that Taylor was a morally 
upstanding person. And this is where her life 
gets even more complicated. A tip about a pos-
sible burglary in the early 1970s unraveled a 
series of cases in which Taylor was investigat-
ed for kidnapping, baby trafficking, and mur-
der. In one instance, Taylor was not indicted 
for murder out of fear the trial would distract 

attention from the ongoing investi-
gation into her welfare fraud (!). It 
is true Taylor committed welfare 
fraud, but that was almost certainly 
far from the worst of her crimes.  
 Taylor’s life reveals the dan-
gers of making someone into a 
symbol of a larger narrative. If you 
believed that black welfare recipi-
ents were cheating the system, like 
many readers of the Chicago 
Tribune did, Taylor’s life could be 
made to fit into your pre-existing 
beliefs. But Taylor was a singular 
character who doesn’t actually tell 

you anything useful about broader trends. 
Moreover, you could only make the story work 
if you left off the stuff that didn’t fit. Once 
Taylor became known as a “welfare queen,” 
everything else in her life, even crimes that 
were far more heinous, became secondary. 
 Taylor’s life tells us far less about 1970s’ 
welfare fraud than it does about our own anx-
ieties about deservedness and being cheated, 
as well as our tendency to understand a com-
plicated world through simple stories. The 
truth shall set you free, but the truth is almost 
always more complicated than the myths and 
stereotypes we often revert to. 

Peace and courage, 
Joseph Schattauer Paillé, Pastor 

Worship 
 Saturday 5:00 pm Contemporary 
 Sunday 9:30 am Traditional 
Sunday School 9:20 am 
 September – May 
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

The first weekend in June was an 
eventful one for Advent. We were 

one of only two local churches 
represented at Wyckoff Day, a 
festive annual town wide event 
on the grounds of the Y. Our 

booth attracted children (and 
many adults) with a colorful display of pin-
wheels that had Advent's contact information 
on them. Janice Reynen ordered 300 pin-

wheels and we gave away 298! Pastor Joseph 
tells me there was a subsequent uptick in 
traffic on our website. 

  
 The following day, we celebrated Sharon 
Monk's 25th anniversary as our church secre-
tary. There was special music at the Sunday 
service, including a Billy Joel tune as the 

prelude and an offertory by Fred Monk. Special 
thanks to Mary Pensallorto and the Fellowship 
crew for a delicious brunch. 
 Looking forward, summertime means 
many of us will be traveling, especially on 
weekends. The church's income tends to fall off 
even as expenses continue. If you haven't yet 
enrolled in electronic giving, this might be a 
good time. It's easy – just go to the link on the 
website and your giving will continue uninter-

rupted even when you can't be in church. 
Have a great summer!  

Bill Whitney 
 

 

JULY AT A GLANCE 
Faith and Grief Meeting at Christian Health 
Care: Wed., July 17 at Noon. More info at 
faithandgrief.org. 

Advent at the Ballpark: Sat., July 27, 6:30 
PM. Advent will join members from Calvary 
(Allendale), Redeemer (Ramsey), and Zion 
(Saddle River) for a night at a Rockland 
Boulders game. We will have a group of 
people leaving from Advent around 6:00 pm. 
Tickets are $14/person. More information 
will be available on the website and in the 
narthex closer to the date. 

VBS Night at Advent: 
Wed., July 3, 6 - 8 PM 
Join us for games, 
crafts, activities, and 
fun as we learn about 
ecology and God's 
grace. You can RSVP on 
our website 

adventlutheranwyckoff.org or speak with 
Pastor or Bill Joseph if you want to help 
volunteer. 

Wednesday Night Studies will return in 
September, but I'm taking requests for topics 
now. If you have a subject you're interested in 
(e.g., Apostles' Creed, feminist theology, early 
church history, vocation), please let me know 
so I can pull together materials.  

Pastor Joseph 
 
 

 
      CONGRATULATIONS 

to Advent’s 2019 First 
Communion Class: 

Liliana Joseph, 
Anderson Joseph, Ryan 

Aquino and Alyssa 
Hammond 

 
 

And welcome to  
new members Allan & Arlene Macke. 

 
 

http://faithandgrief.org/
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FROM SOCIAL MINISTRY 

W HAT’S FOR LUNCH? 

O UTSTANDING RESPONSE 

W ONDERFUL OUTREACH 

Our new WHAT’S FOR LUNCH? program 
will provide many meals for children in need 
this summer. We delivered eight boxes and 43 
bags of food to the Mahwah Center for Food 
Action to distribute this summer. Thanks to all!  
 

ABCs IN FULL COLOR 
Check out the colorful display 
in the church narthex of brand 
new backpacks in 12 brilliant 
colors! Each year Advent 
members fill new backpacks 
for children in need in our 
community. The backpacks are dis-
tributed in August by the Mahwah CFA. 
 Join in the fun, search for sales, get your 
child or grandchild to help shop for new back-
to-school supplies. Start by selecting your 
favorite color backpack and then shop for all 
the items on the attached list. Great sales start 
later in the summer. Filled backpacks must be 
returned by Sunday, August 4th. 

BACKPACK SHOPPING LIST 
2 marble composition notebooks 
2 glue sticks ⬧ 2 spiral notebooks 
2 highlighters ⬧ 2 1” 3-ring binders  
1 package pens (blue or black) 
1 2” 3-ring binder ⬧ 1 package #2 pencils 
1 package loose leaf paper  
1 package colored pencils 
2 2-pocket folders ⬧ 1 box 24-count crayons 

Thanks for your help. The children are very 
excited to receive all these new supplies to 
begin their new school year. Happy Shopping! 
 
Request from St. Matthew Trinity Church’s 
Lunchtime Ministry in Hoboken: clean plastic 
take-out containers with lids and clean plastic 
grocery bags for clients to take leftovers. There 
is a special collection box by the CFA shopping 
cart for the bags and containers. The collection 
is ongoing and items will be delivered to St. 
Matthew’s on a regular basis. 

A MOST HEARTFELT THANK YOU 

I want to share what I said on Sunday, June 2, 

because it expresses my sincere gratitude. – S 

First, thank you to the Council, especially Bill 
Whitney, who generously proclaimed June 
Sharon Monk Month at Advent! Thanks to 
Mary Pensallorto and the Fellowship 
Committee for this great brunch. Thank you to 
Fred and Jason who made this weekend a 
musical joy for me. Thanks to Joe Salerno who 
has been a friend, brother, and great support 
system for so many years. Thank you to 
Pastor Joseph who accepted the call to Advent 
even after meeting me and have me tell him 
“these are my peeps – I’m very protective of 
them,” and who has listened to my nervous 
dialogues over the past months because I’ve 
gotten very emotional thinking about 
celebrating 25 years here. 

I truly believe that God puts us where we need 
to be. And while I admit Advent needed me ☺,  
I needed Advent just as much. When I started 
in June, 1994, there was no pastor. When 
Pastor George started in November the first 
thing he said to me was “your family comes 
first.” Those words were such a gift because 
David was eight years old, Jenn was three, and 
Fred had a full work schedule. Allowing me 
that flexibility and understanding has been 
greatly appreciated ever since. This job has 
been a true blessing for the Monk family. 

When I think of my 25 years at Advent I don’t 
think about the bulletins and newsletters. I 
think of the 25 years my life has intertwined 
with the lives of the people of Advent. I’m 
honored and humbled that you’ve allowed me 
to share in your milestones – both joyful and 
sad. I have so many memories of just about 
everyone who’s been here. Many of my 
favorite people are Advent people. Some are 
no longer with us but are always in my heart. 
Fred and I have friends here; we feel loved 
and appreciated and extremely blessed. 
Thank you and love you. 

Sharon 
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ISAIAH JUDGES JUDAH: CHAPTERS 1-39 
 
“A prophet is one who has seen something, and 
has seen something because Yahweh has made 
seeing possible. It is as if God opened a window 
in heaven.”           John Goldingay, in “Isaiah” 
 

As we have discussed, God chose Isaiah to 
share his revelation to the nation of Judah, and 
in particular, Jerusalem its capital. It’s unclear 
whether Isaiah was particularly excited about 
the task, but speak he did, to the dismay of a 
nation. As we examine Isaiah, there appear to 
be three distinct “Isaiahs”, each by a different 
author, and each with a particular focus. Isaiah 
delivers messages of judgement, comfort and 
hope throughout his prophetic utterances. You 
can find all three of these aspects in almost 
every chapter, but chapters 1-39 seem to place 
distinct emphasis on the judgement part. Com-
fort will have its day in chapters 40-55 and 
hope in chapters 55-66. Since focus on every 
chapter would produce a rather lengthy article, 
let’s examine chapter 1 to get a view of how 
Isaiah “judged” Judah.  
 Isaiah wastes little time with small talk. 
Verse 2 states “heaven and earth, you’re the 
jury. Listen to God’s case. I had children and 
raised them well, and they turned on me. The 
ox knows who is boss, and the mule the hand 
that feeds him, but not Israel. My people don’t 
know up from down…...my people have walked 
out on me, their God.  Turned their backs on 
the Holy of Israel, walked off and never looked 
back”. Ouch. That is pretty harsh, and you un-

derstand why Isaiah may never have been 
voted “most popular” in the high school year-
book.  Yet, that is just the beginning.  
 You have heard the expression “let’s start 
at the top”, and Isaiah does just that. Beginning 
in verse 11, he takes on the priesthood. The 
priests, of course, are the intermediaries 
between God and his people. You would think 
at least they would be above corruption. God 
has another thought. Verse 11 reads “what is 
this frenzy of sacrifices?  Don’t you think I have 
had my fill of burnt sacrifices?…..quit your 
worship charades. I can’t stand your trivial 
religious games.….I’m sick of your religion, 
religion, religion while you go on sinning. 
When you put on your next prayer perfor-
mance, I’ll be looking the other way. No matter 
how long or loud or often you pray, I’ll not be 
listening…..why? Because you have been tear-
ing people to pieces, and your hands are 
bloody. Go home.….and clean up your act. 
Sweep your lives clean of your evil doings….. 
say no to wrong, learn to do good. Work for 
justice, help the down and out. Stand up for the 
homeless, support the defenseless”.  
 Despite a lot of confusion in reading Isaiah, 
powerful verses like the ones above feel as 
fresh today as they were then. We still deal 
with justice issues, homeless and refugees, and 
we still have those who would exploit the 
defenseless. So then, is there no hope? Accord-
ing to Isaiah there is. Verse 18 continues, “this 
is God’s message; ....if you’ll willingly obey, 
you’ll feast like kings. But if you are willful and 
stubborn you will die like dogs....God says so”.  
 The priests are not alone in wrongdoing. 
You are getting a feel for how Isaiah rolls, and 
know the rich and powerful are next in line for 
rebuke. Verses 21-23 offer sharp criticism of 
the practices of the day. Again, dishonesty in 
business, criminal behavior, rampant bribery, 
and disregard for the defenseless are the 
indictments laid upon society. Reading these 
verses, you fear there is no hope, but again God 
throws a line out to his people, encouraging 
them to reform themselves, and offering to “set 
honest judges and wise counselors among you, 
just like it was in the beginning”. 
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 There are 38 chapters to go in this section, 
but I think you get the idea. Judah and Jerusa-
lem are rotting from the inside out, because 
they have ignored the path that God set out for 
them. Influenced by the cultures around them, 
Judah worships gods other than Yahweh. 
Isaiah will ultimately tell them they are 
doomed, but that a remnant will survive. 
Certainly, in this first part of Isaiah, we feel the 
judgement that God has directed toward his 
people. They have forgotten him, and have 
fallen into ways that will ultimately lead to 
their destruction. Because God loves them, he 
has empowered Isaiah to speak bluntly and 
offer them a chance to change their ways. 
Isaiah certainly doesn’t sugar coat it…...that is 
why he is a prophet.  
 Note: all verses quoted are from Eugene 
Peterson’s translation of the Bible, entitled “The 
Message”. Rev Peterson attempts to translate 
the scriptures into contemporary language.  
 

Thankful offerings to… 

• Chris and Janice Reynen, Bill Whitney, Jody 
Eiden, Mary Pensallorto and Christie 
Rutherford for their help at Wyckoff Day 

• Ryan Spector for making VBS flyers 

• Pastor Carol Brighton who will supply the 
weekends of July 6 & 7 and August 3 & 4 

• Sharon Monk for her 25 years of service as 
Advent’s secretary 

 
 
 
 

JULY BOOK GROUP: 
Monday, July 15 

Advent’s Book Group 
will meet during the 
summer! Join us on 
Monday, July 15 to 

discuss The Beekeeper’s Apprentice by Laurie 
R. King. Join us at 1:00 pm in the church 
library. All are welcome. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
There are available Sun-
days throughout the year 
to dedicate altar flowers. 
Cost is $35 and arrange-
ment make be taken home after Sunday 
morning worship. The signup sheet is on the 
bulletin board in the sitting area. Make sure 
you write how you’d like the dedication to 
read in the weekly Announcements & Prayers. 
 
 

 

THANK YOU! 
"Giving is not just about 
making a donation, it's 
about making a difference." 

Kathy Clavin 

Thank you so much for 
your contribution to 
donate a chair, or part of 
one, for the Advent 
Lutheran Library. Without 
the generosity of others, the library would not 
be possible. The transformation of the library 
has created a welcoming space for all to use 
now and in the future. Many thanks again. 

Yours in Scouting, 
Luke Pensallorto 

 
 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS: Wheat 

Many of Jesus’ parables 
liken the kingdom of 
heaven to wheat growing 
abundantly in a field, as 
opposed to weeds planted 
by the evil one. When God 
“sows” the gospel broadly, 
some soil produces great 

crops of wheat (believers, 
people who become part of God’s family); 
elsewhere, wheat (belief) flourishes briefly or 
not at all. Wheat also symbolizes the bread of 
Holy Communion and Christ, the bread of life.  
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Stop, look and listen 
Literature, painting, 
music — the most 
basic lesson that all art 
teaches us is to stop, 
look and listen to life 
on this planet, 
including our own 
lives, as a vastly richer, 

deeper, more mysterious business than most 
of the time it ever occurs to us to suspect as 
we bumble along from day to day on 
automatic pilot.  
   When Jesus [says] that the greatest 
command of all is to love God and to love our 
neighbor, he too is asking us to pay attention. 
If we are to love God, we must first stop, look 
and listen for him in what is happening 
around us and inside us. If we are to love our 
neighbors, before doing anything else we 
must see our neighbors. With our imagination 
as well as our eyes, that is to say like artists, 
we must see not just their faces but the life 
behind and within their faces. Here it is love 
that is the frame we see them in.  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


