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FROM PASTOR JOSEPH

Last month, I finished Emily St. John’s 
new(ish) novel entitled Station Eleven. Station 
Eleven is ostensibly a science fiction novel, but 
the story doesn’t rely on fictional technology 
at all. Ironically, it is science fiction novel 
without any advanced science or technology 
whatsoever. The novel is about the fallout 
after a plague called the “Georgia Flu” wipes 
out most of the world’s population and nearly 
all modern civilization. Kirsten, one of the 
main characters, joins a Shakespeare troupe 
that travels around the Great Lakes perform-
ing in small villages to try to preserve the arts. 
A tattoo on Kirsten’s arm fittingly reads, 
“Survival is insufficient.”  

Post-apocalyptic literature 
and art such as Station Eleven has 
been enjoying a renewed surge in 
popularity lately. It’s hard to go to 
a bookstore or sit through movie 
previews without seeing another 
post-apocalyptic story. And while 
those stories are fictional, they 
often reflect real societal prob-
lems. During the 1960s and 70s, 
many post-apocalyptic stories 
were about nuclear disasters. 
Today, many of them are about 
the effects of pandemics and climate change. 
One thing these various stories have in com-
mon is a desire to see what in the human ex-
perience is constant when everything around 
us changes dramatically. 

Apocalyptic literature and themes also 
have a place in the Bible. Scripture contains 
two major apocalyptic pieces of writing: Daniel 
and Revelation. (The gospels have some apoc-
alyptic elements in them as well.) Apocalyptic 
literature was meant not to predict the future 

but to provide a sense of meaning and purpose 
to people who live under oppression. The book 
of Daniel, for example, is about a Jewish man 
deported to Babylon with his friends to live 
under King Nebuchadnezzar. To its original 
audience, stories like the fiery furnace and the 
lion’s den would be heard as stories about how 
God is stronger than any human powers. Apoc-
alyptic literature is a reminder that God is 
ultimately in control. Apocalyptic texts were 
not riddles that were meant to be solved out 
but stories that were meant to encourage their 
listeners to keep the faith.  

Ironically, many Christians have been es-
chewing these apocalyptic texts 
even while our broader culture 
becomes more interested in them. I 
can count on one hand the sermons 
I’ve heard that are drawn from 
apocalyptic literature. Part of that is 
because the texts are so disorient-
ing. The book of Revelation is so 
riddled with symbols and allegories 
that it’s hard to know what to make 
of it. Another is the texts are too 
embarrassing. No one wants to 
seem like a doomsday preacher, and 
so we leave it out entirely. 

But if we ignore apocalyptic literature 
entirely, we miss something important. We 
lose a sense of hope that God is powerful and 
redemption is possible. It’s easy to lower our 
expectations and tone down our prophetic 
imagination. Apocalyptic literature reminds 
us that Kirsten’s tattoo had it right. Survival is 
insufficient. 

Peace and courage, 
 Pastor Joseph Schattauer Paillé 
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Someone remarked to Pastor 

Joseph recently that the church 
smells clean. In fact, it IS clean. 
Some background: The Y’s pro-
gram for developmentally dis-
abled young adults makes 

heavy use of our facilities during the week. 
Restrooms and other shared spaces have not 
always been as well maintained as they 
should be. In recent discussions led by Build-
ings & Grounds chairman David Swenson, Y 
officials acknowledged the problem and 
agreed to bring in the same cleaning service 
that does such a good job at their main 
campus. This service now polices-up the areas 
used by the Y during the week and does a 
thorough cleaning each Friday night or Satur-
day morning. 
 Advent has hired the same service to 
clean the rest of the building including the 
sanctuary, choir loft, library, and offices. 
 The Council believes it’s important to 
keep our facilities clean and in good repair. A 
clean church shows visitors we are a thriving 
congregation. 
 If you have any questions or comments, 
please contact David or me. 

 Bill Whitney 
Council President 

 

 
 
FROM FELLOWSHIP 

"Most Christians do not 

have fellowship with 

God; they have 

fellowship with each 

other about God.” 

    P. Reidhead 

Please consider hosting coffee hour during the 
summer. It is easy! Lemonade and water are 
provided by Advent. All you have to do is 
supply bakery items. If you have any questions, 
please call Mary Pensallorto 201-240-6556. 
Thank you in advance! 

FROM SOCIAL MINISTRY 
SCHOOL'S OUT….BACK TO SCHOOL! 

 Each year Advent’s family provides new 
backpacks stuffed with new back-to-school 
supplies for local families in need. We fill the 
backpacks and deliver them to the Center for 
Food Action in Mahwah. The children are very 
excited to receive new backpacks and supplies 
so they can start the school year ready to go. 
Last year we filled 27 backpacks, and the CFA 

staff was thrilled to receive them.  
 In the narthex is a box of new 
backpacks with a Back-to-School 
shopping list attached. Have fun 
filling the bag and return it to 

church by Sunday, August 5th. 
This is a great project for parents or grand-
parents to do with their children or grand-
children. Also great fun for people who don't 
have children going back to school but miss 
the smell of newly-sharpened pencils! 

Hunger Doesn’t Take the Summer Off! 
Take for example the mother who has twins, 
works two part-time jobs, yet still struggles to 
make ends meet. For her, summertime is any-
thing but the restful season we see portrayed 
in the media. Instead, she is facing higher 
childcare bills, higher food bills, and higher 
electric bills. With that comes higher stress. 
 Many families in need will 
turn to CFA this summer to put 
food on their tables. During the 
school year, the twins par-
ticipate in the National School 
Lunch Program, but that 
resource is not available during summer in 
many school districts, including theirs. 
 In addition to the extra summertime 
need for food, summer is also the season 
least associated with hunger, therefore, 
donations of food and funds all but cease. 
 “Food donations do not keep pace with the 
higher summertime need. We have to buy many 
of the basics that go into our emergency food 
packages.” Patricia Espy, CFA Executive 
Director. Help by picking up some extra items 
when you shop and bring them to church or 
go to the www.cfanj.org to make a donation. 
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LIVING THE NEW TEMPLE LIFESTYLE: 
ACTS 2-7 

 The “Day of Pentecost” has come. As 
described in Acts 2, the disciples were all 
together in the Temple in Jerusalem when “a 
“rushing mighty wind” was heard, and 
“tongues like of fire” rested upon each of 
them. As we discussed last month, both the 
wind and fire were symbols of God’s presence, 
and their settling upon the disciples indicated 
a transfer of God’s presence from a building to 
people. The original Temple was supposed to 
be a place where people encounter God’s 
generosity and healing presence. The “new 
temple” made it possible for individuals to 
accomplish that same purpose. 
 Now imagine you were one of the twelve 
to experience that moment, or 
one of the thousands who wit-
nessed it. Now what? Do you just 
go on your way, saying “that was 
neat”, or do you change your life? 
As we now know, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, the disciples set off on 
a radically new path, and began 
what stands as Christianity today. 
As described in Acts 2-7, these 
followers of Jesus (or followers of 
the Way, as they referred to 
themselves) experienced explo-
sive growth in their numbers as 
they shared what they had 
learned. Signs, miracles, and won-
ders followed them as they fig-
ured it all out. Today, we do not have that 
same explosive growth in Christianity, and not 
as many signs miracles and wonders. So what 
did they do to accomplish it?  
 Acts 2-7 details the growth of Jesus’ 
followers in Jerusalem. It started that day in 
the Temple, as Peter stood among the twelve 
and preached to the crowd. He spoke boldly, 
(read 2:14-39), and “those who welcomed his 
message were baptized, and that day three 
thousand persons were added”. That is quite a 
haul, but how do you follow up on that 
success? Verse 41 reads, “They devoted them-

selves to the apostles teaching and fellowship, 
and the breaking of bread and prayers. Awe 
came upon everyone, because many signs and 
wonders were done by the apostles. All who 
believed were together and had all things 
common; they would sell their possessions 
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, 
as they had need. Day by day, as they spent 
time together in the temple, they broke bread 
at home and ate the food with glad and gener-
ous hearts, praising God and having goodwill 
of the people. And day by day, the Lord added 
to their numbers those who were being 
saved” (41-47). 
 Let’s unpack these dense verses. First, 
they devoted themselves to teaching and 
fellowship. That means they prioritized 
learning about the teachings of Jesus. None of 

the apostles was a scholar, so 
the teaching probably lacked 
the “depth” we would expect 
from a University today. It did 
however, have the virtue of 
being imparted by enthusiastic 
eyewitnesses. They also hung 
together, and learned together. 
Again, they were winging it, but 
it seemed to work. 
 The breaking of bread 
and prayers was practiced. 
Throughout the Bible, great 
teachings and meals seem to go 
together. In modern times, 
research has indicated that 
“family dinners” are important 

to a family’s togetherness. I guess nothing has 
changed. “Breaking bread” together seems to 
build unity, as does praying together. Com-
munal prayer, then and now can produce 
amazing results. 
 They had all things common. They sold 
what they owned and shared it. Isn’t that 
communism? This statement presented a 
stumbling block to me. It certainly is not a 
part of our society today. Yet, it worked back 
then. By making sure that all the believers had 
their needs met, the “new temple” believers 
were doing what the “old temple had failed to 
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do. The priesthood was ripping off the people, 
not serving them. By making sure all were 
taken care of, the result was “generous 
hearts”, and the Lord adding to their numbers. 
At Advent, we certainly distribute a generous 
portion of what is ours to help the hungry and 
those in need. Could we be doing more? It’s 
something to think about.  
 So what happened starting in Chapter 3? 
The sick were healed, God’s word was taught 
and people were filled with “wonder and 
amazement” throughout Jerusalem. Yet, the 

very “in your face” 
nature of this new 
crowd bred opposi-
tion. The old guard in 
the temple and the 
priesthood began to 

vigorously oppose this upstart group. 
Remember, at this point, the followers of the 
Way were all Jews, so the temple crowd tried 
to assert authority over them. Chapters 4-6 
deal with the growing resentment to the Jesus 
folks, and it finally boils over in chapter 7, 
when Stephen stands up to the Ruling Council, 
and loses his life via stoning, which must be a 
rough way to go.  
 The stoning begins a period of active per-
secution of Jesus’ followers. They leave Jeru-
salem, but take their faith with them. Thus, 
the teachings of Jesus begin to spread 
throughout the known world. The latter books 
of Acts deal with this growth, and with the 
introduction of the Apostle Paul, who jour-
neys preaching God’s word. Once more, God 
has taken the evil that men do and makes it 
work towards his purpose. 
 It must have been quite a time in old Jeru-
salem post Pentecost. The followers of Jesus 
definitely shook up the status quo. Again, 
none of them was scholars, none of them was 
educated. They just wanted to serve. There 
are many lessons here for us to consider, as 
we live our lives today.  
  

Gerry Lauro 

 

FROM ENDOWMENT 
Our Endowment Fund is chartered to support 
charitable causes, locally, nationally, and 
worldwide. By terms of the charter, no income 
generated supports our general budget. This 
fund exists to help others, and has done so for 
many years. Here is an update from Annie 
Borgeson, a recent recipient. 

Dear Advent Parish, 
 I hope you all are doing well back home! 
While I certainly miss my family and comforts 
of home, some days more than others, I am 
absolutely loving my time living and serving 
in Ecuador. I can't believe how fast one year 
has gone by!  
 I am writing to you all to thank you for the 
endowment that you sent to the nonprofit I am 
currently serving with, Manna Project 
International. It means the world to me to have 
your support in helping better the pro-
gramming and mission of Manna to better 
serve our community in Valle de Los Chillos, 
Ecuador. This has not only been a transforma-
tive experience for myself but it has been 
amazing to see our programs in education, 
nutrition and livelihood grow throughout this 
past year all thanks to supporters like Advent 
Lutheran. As our community here in Ecuador 
continues to develop, Manna continues to work 
alongside them to help break the cycle of 
poverty in underserved populations through 
our work at our Community Center and 
through local partnerships.   
 Please know that this work would not be 
possible without our donors and I am forever 
thankful and blessed to have Advent 
Lutheran's support as I continue to serve in 
Ecuador. God Bless you all and may you have 
a summer filled with sunshine! 
 I have attached some photos from our site 
here in Ecuador for you all to enjoy and put 
faces to the community members Manna 
Project serves. Please feel free to share these 
with the members of Advent Lutheran. 

Thank you again and God Bless! 
  Annie 

(See pictures on page 5) 
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Activity Hour 
 

The Rosero Family and their neighbor, 
Valentina, come almost every day after school 
to our Community Center to spend time in a 
safe, healthy space. They participate in nutri-
tion classes, sports classes, and do their home-
work in our newly created Study Room. Here, 
you see them doing a favorite activities, playing 
with the parachute on our field outside! They 
love to practice  different colors in English and 
play "Popcorn Popper" which means launching 
balls off the parachute for us to chase!  

B2 Class 

One class I co-teach at our Community Center 
for English teachers throughout Valle de los 
Chillos. It’s a preparatory course Manna 
teaches for free to help teachers prepare for a 
government-mandated English exam. Often 
time, teachers in Valle de los Chillos lack the 
resources to practice their English and if they 
cannot pass this exam, they are unable to 
continue working as teachers. We provide the 
space for them to practice speaking, listening, 
writing, and reading in English with native 
speaking teachers!

Kids Class. My Kid's 
English Class. English 
classes at the 
Community Center 
are incredibly 
popular, as the public 
education system in 
Ecuador does not 
provide quality 
English classes. Our 
classes help students 
not only build the 
basic the foundation to learn English, but also 
reinforce topics that are not clearly taught in 
public schools. While they're always full of 
energy in class, they always enjoy a good game 
of English Pictionary or hangman! 

Reading Hour 
Every Friday, 
we gather for 
Reading Hour 
to give children 
the opportunity 
to read stories 
together (both 
in English and 
Spanish). Libraries and books are not com-
monly found in Ecuador (books are relatively 
expensive) so our fully stocked free library is an 
incredible resource for our community. 

Rumiloma View 

View from 
the roof of 
our Com-
munity 
Center at 
sunset. 
Every day, 
I am still 
in awe of 
the natu-

ral beauty that surrounds us here in Ecuador. 
Manna Project is located in the neighborhood 
"Rumiloma" but serves all of Valle de los 
Chillos, which is one of the valleys located 
outside of Quito, Ecuador's capital. 
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Happy JULY Birthday to… 
 1 Peter Rutherford 16 Holly Swenson 
 3 Warren Hartmann 17 Christina Wilson 
 3 Julia Swatek 18 Josie Zinn 
 5 Pastor Joseph 19 Kevin Bannan 
 6 Jonathan Backhaus 19 Kimberly Bannan 
 6 Sofia Ziegler 19 Matti Makela 
 7 Ryan Aquino 19 Ole Tangen, Jr. 
 8 Eric Brown 20 David Swenson 
10 Lindsay Arnone 23 Arlene Baker 
12 Diane Backhaus 23 Robert Schoendorf 
12 Amélia Breckenridge 24 Sandra Hartmann 
12 Edwin Scholl 24 Mary Pensallorto 
15 Susan Brown 24 Jimmy Schulz 
15 Isabella Keyser 25 Owen Brown 
15 Christian Klein 25 Caroline Wagner 
15 Christa Mattessich 26 David Keyser 
15 Jeff Schulz 30 Julie Rios 
16 Cameron Breckenridge 

Happy JULY Anniversary to… 
5 Roxanne & Scott Hammond 
11 Julie & Alexander Rios 
18 Jennifer & Neil Spector 
20 Ellen & Raymond Papera 
27 Caroline & Ronald Wagner 
30 Christina & David Wilson 
  

Book Group selections for your summer 
reading list: 
Miss Kopp’s Midnight Confession by Amy Stewart 
  for September 
White Houses by Amy Bloom for October 
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles for   
  November 
 

Thankful offerings to… 
 the Fellowship Team for the quick 
 breakdown and set up on May 19-20 
 the crew who participated at Wyckoff Day 
 John Havens (special thanks) for setting 
 up Advent’s booth at Wyckoff Day 
 Pastor Joseph for the special Advent flyer 
 he created for Wyckoff Day 
 everyone who helped celebrate the 2018 
 Confirmation class 

Thanks to Those Serving this Month… 
July 1 

 Assisting Minister Linda Ganger 

 Reader Mary Pensallorto 

 Ushers Joe Salerno & Anthony Rizzo 

 Communion Prep Jean Olenich 

 Fellowship Pastor Joseph & Anna 

July 8 

 Assisting Minister Carolyn Tedesco 

 Reader Bob Thompson 

 Usher Bob Thompson  

 Communion Prep Linda Ganger 

 Fellowship  Please sign up 

July 15 

 Assisting Minister Jody Eiden 

 Reader Bob Schoendorf 

 Ushers Diane Backhaus & Sue Brislin 

 Communion Prep Melissa Rizzo 

 Fellowship Please sign up 

June 22 

 Assisting Minister Bob Schoendorf 

 Reader Bill Whitney 

 Ushers Roy & Bethel Borgeson 

 Communion Prep Barbara Lauro 

 Fellowship Please sign up 

July 29 

 Assisting Minister Bill Whitney 

 Reader Diane Havens 

 Usher Joe Salerno 

 Communion Prep Carol Saliu 

 Fellowship Please sign up 

Teller (Council)  Bill Whitney 

Counter Joan Ramsey 

       
 
July 1: The MEMORIAL GARDEN “closes” 
to new interments until renovations are 
completed. 

ALL SUMMER: We are setting up a pastoral 
care team to better serve our congregation. If 
you are interested in visiting the sick, cooking 
meals, or calling to periodically check in on 
someone, please talk to Pastor Joseph. 

 


