
1 
 

Rev. Joseph Schattauer Paillé, Pastor  

adventwyckoffpastor@gmail.com 

Email:adventlutheranwyckoff@gmail.com 

201-891-1031 

777 Wyckoff Avenue, Wyckoff, NJ 07481 

 

 VOLUME 58   NUMBER 1 JANUARY 2019

FROM PASTOR JOSEPH 
 Last week, I was struck by an article in 
The Atlantic about the effectiveness of lan-
guage apps. In advance of a trip to Italy, the 
author, a speaker of multiple languages, took 
up Italian lessons on his smartphone. Despite 
passing the app’s multiple-choice tests and 
vocab quizzes with flying colors, he found 
himself at a complete loss to put sentences 
together when he got to Italy. (I once had a 
similar experience in Norway, where I could 
name most of the foods in the grocery store 
but was completely flummoxed when the 
cashier asked me for a frequent shopper 
rewards card.) According to a recent study 
from Columbia’s Games Research Lab, lan-
guage apps tend to fail in what researchers 
call “pragmatics.” They help us recognize and 
react to patterns in languages, but they don’t 
help us think constructively in new situations. 
 The difficult jump from reactive thinking 
to pragmatic thinking is one of the reasons we 
have a two-year confirmation program. The 
goal of confirmation isn’t to teach a bunch of 
trivia; it’s to develop a vocabulary and some 
critical thinking skills for how to think theo-
logically. For example, a reactive question 
would be something like Which person of the 
Trinity creates the world? A) Father B) Son C) 
Holy Spirit D) All of the Above. As our confir-
mation students could tell you, the answer is D 
because the persons of the Trinity act in unity. 
 But since few of us have to answer ques-
tions like that after confirmation, let’s take it a 
step further to some pragmatic questions. 
Since God doesn’t have a sex or gender, what 
do we do with the gendered language of the 
Trinity? What does the gendered language 
capture about God’s nature and what does it 

obscure? If we use non-gendered language 
(i.e., Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer) to de-
scribe God, what does that capture and 
obscure?  
 If this seems far removed from daily life, 
let’s think about a more concrete example. Say 
it’s revealed that a highly-esteemed public fig-
ure has engaging in misconduct for years. (It 
shouldn’t be too hard to think of an example of 
this.) After six months, the person returns to 
public life on a rehabilitation tour. Should they 
be forgiven? Who gets to decide whether to 
forgive them? How can they make amends for 
their wrongdoing (tshuvah in the Jewish tradi-
tion)? What is the difference between a per-
functory apology and real repentance? What 
does it mean to hold someone accountable and 
pursue reconciliation? Those questions are 
complex. It’s possible to imagine different 
answers depending on different variables.  
 That’s why we’re all called to be public 
theologians. The practice of theology isn’t just 
about getting right answers or having better 
questions. It’s a tool the church has to discern 
how to live faithfully in a world where life 
doesn’t come in the form of multiple-choice 
questions. As the Italians say, “Grazie a Dio!” 

  

Peace and courage, 
Joseph Schattauer Paillé, Pastor 

Worship 

 Saturday 5:00 pm Contemporary 

 Sunday 9:30 am Traditional 

Sunday School 9:20 am 

 September – May 
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
I've never made New Year resolu-

tions, mainly because I don't 
want to feel guilty when March 
rolls around and I realize I've 
gone back to my usual slothful 

ways. But for 2019, I'd like to suggest a reso-
lution we can make together: Let's go to 
church more often. I know, we all have busy 
lives. But that makes it even more important 
that we set aside a quiet hour each week to 
reflect, pray and hear God's word. We also 
need to stay connected with one another. 
Advent's great strength is its people. As in any 
relationship, it's important to be together as 
often as possible. 

 Some reminders: 
• Our annual congregational meeting is 

on Sunday, January 27, immediately 
following the 9:30 AM service. Brunch 
will be served. Please plan to attend. 

• If you give electronically and your 
pledge has changed for 2019, please 
adjust the amount before January 15. 

Happy New Year! 
Bill Whitney, Council President 

 

ATTENTION THRIVENT CLIENTS 

As a Thrivent account holder, you're entitled to 
"Choice Dollars", an annual disbursement to a 
Lutheran charity of your choosing. One option 
is to designate Advent as the recipient, but you 
have to proactively make that choice by going 
to www.Thrivent.com. Otherwise, Thrivent 
decides where those dollars go. If every Advent 
member who is a Thrivent client sent their 
Choice Dollars to the church it would boost our 
income by about $3,000 this year. 

FELLOWSHIP 

 Please consider hosting coffee hour in 
this new year.  All Sundays are available, so 
sign up for whichever date works for you!  We 
thank you in advance. 
 Fellowship will host the post-Annual 
Meeting luncheon on Sunday, January 27th.  
Come one, come all. 
 We wish you peace, love, joy and fellow-
ship in this coming new year. 

Mary Pensallorto and 
the Fellowship Committee 

 

Thankful offerings to… 
• Janice Reynen for coordinating the Advent 

wreath-making activity 
• Carol Brighton for coordinating the Sea-

farers’ Bag collection and Carol Brighton & 
Bob Thompson for delivering the 35 bags 
donated 

• Christie Rutherford for coordinating the 
gift collection for the children of The 
Nurturing Place in Jersey City 

• the Fellowship Committee for hosting the 
annual cookie exchange 

• everyone who helped wrap the gifts for The 
Nurturing Place 

• Anna & Pastor Joseph for the Lille Juleaften 
party 

  

Dear Pastor Joseph and Members of Advent, 
Thank you so much for your cards, prayers, 
funeral visits, and words of encouragement on 
the passing of Anthony’s mother. We are 
blessed to have the love and support of our 
Advent family. It is truly appreciated. 

The family of Catherine Rizzo 

http://www.thrivent.com/
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DID PAUL ALWAYS LISTEN TO GOD? ACTS 21-28 
 We have seen the Apostle Paul in a “hero 
mode” as we studied the Book of Acts. 
Throughout his apostolic journeys, he heals the 
sick, confronts the unruly and boldly preaches 
to both Jew and Gentile, a cultural 
improbability. He narrowly avoided death 
numerous times, and when the “heat” in a 
town gets too strong, he shows savvy instincts 
to move on down the road. Yet, in Acts 21, 
when specifically warned several times “not to 
go to Jerusalem”, Paul ventures there anyway. 
The resulting chaos will see Paul arrested, 
detained and finally sent to Rome, the 
scene of his ultimate martyrdom. Was 
Paul just being stubborn, and hubris 
was having its day, or was he 
listening to God, and carrying out 
the Creator’s plan? It’s a question 
worth examining. 
 At the end of Acts 20, Paul 
has departed from Greece and 
said his farewells to the dis-
ciples in Ephesus. He planned a 
return to Jerusalem, but was 
detained a few days in Tyre 
during his trip. While visiting 
with his followers, they specifically warned 
him “don’t go to Jerusalem” (Acts 21:4). 
Undeterred, Paul continues on his way, the 
next stop being the port city of Ptolemais. 
While there, he runs into a prophet named 
Agabus, who even more emphatically warns 
Paul of impending trouble by binding him with 
a cloth. (21:10-12). Paul doesn’t take the hint, 
but his followers certainly do, and urge him to 
change plans. In 21:12-13, they begged him not 
to be so stubborn, but Paul replies, “why do 
you insist on making a scene and making this 
even harder for me? You’re looking at this 
backward. The issue in Jerusalem is not what 
they do to me, whether arrest or murder, but 
what the Master Jesus does through my 
obedience. Can’t you see that?” 
 Alert Bible readers may note the 
correlation between Jesus’s last trip to 
Jerusalem and Paul’s. Both are warned of 
trouble ahead, but continue on undeterred and 

both suffer negative consequences, albeit much 
more severe in the case of Jesus. We certainly 
know Jesus was knowledgeable of God’s plan 
for him, as he fervently prays for relief in the 
Garden. However, I am not sure Paul was so 
aware. Bible scholars naturally debate whether 
Paul proceeded via revelation from God or was 
just stubborn one too many times. I lean 
towards the stubborn argument. Our every 
evidence of Paul’s character finds him going 
against the grain. This time it caught up with 
him. 
   As Paul arrives in Jerusalem, his friends 
receive him warmly, but warn he might soften 

his approach. In an unusual effort 
to placate the Temple leaders, 
Paul agrees to accompany 
(and pay for) four Jews in a 
ritual purification vow. Since it 
involves animal sacrifice, Paul 
will need to be in the Temple. 
Ironically, his presence there 
triggers unrest, and Paul 
probably would have been 
killed had not the Roman 
militia intervened. Unable to 
determine the riot’s cause, 

the Roman officer takes Paul away to safety.  
 This begins a period where Paul, for the 
next two years, bounces between different 
levels of jurisdiction (similar to being moved 
between State, Federal and local authorities 
today) as the Roman leaders try to be bribed 
(or avoid making a decision) to let Paul go. 
Eventually frustrated by the activity, Paul 
invokes his right to have a trial by Caesar, and 
endures a trip to Rome. Shipwrecked during 
the voyage, Paul and his captors survive 
several months on the island of Malta before 
finally making it to their destination, where 
(28:30-31) “Paul lived for two years in his 
rented house. He welcomed everyone who 
came to visit. He urgently presented all matters 
of the Kingdom of God. He explained 
everything about Jesus Christ. His door was 
always open”. Paul had time to spread the 
Word, and two years to do it. He didn’t miss his 
chance. 



4 
 

 We still have not answered the question 
about Paul. God ultimately made the travails of 
Paul worth it, but I think there might have been 
an easier way had Paul not been so stubborn. 
His uncompromising nature led him to this 
trap, despite revelation NOT to do it. Paul blew 
right through the warnings, and God’s grace 
needed to be invoked to pull him out of the 
“hot water”. Halfway through this mess, God 
did speak to him. 23:11 states “that night God 
appeared to Paul. ‘It’s going to be all right. 
Everything is going to turn out for the best. 
You’ve been a good witness for me in 
Jerusalem. Now you are going to be my witness 
in Rome’”.  
 So why should we care today? I am 
personally reassured that even a great believer 
like Paul made mistakes big and small. God 
knew his heart, and had to cover for him. He 
will do the same for us. The challenge for us is 
to walk, not to walk perfectly. Do your best, 
and God will do the rest.  

Note: The Bible verses were taken from Eugene 
Peterson’s “the Message”, a contemporary 
translation of the Bible. 
 

Happy JANUARY Birthday to… 
 3 Cheryl Cunningham 20 Mary Lehmann 
 6 Carolyn Tedesco 21  Marc Teitelbaum 
 7 Jennifer Soares 23 Peter Lauro 
 9 Paige Kirk 23 Susan Poff 
 9 Kim Salerno 23 Elizabeth Wilson 
12 Cecilia Ritacco 26 Frank Pensallorto 
14 Ronald Wagner 27 Carol Weaver 
15 Paul Harkins 28 Neil Spector 
19 Kathy Soares 30 Grace Whitney 
20 Anne Keeler 31 Ruth Grund 
 

Happy JANUARY Anniversary to… 
21 Les & Trudi Derbyshire 
 

The next Walk-in Dinner in Hackensack is 
Monday, January 28. If you’d like to donate baked 

goods, please have your contribution in the 
church kitchen by 10 a.m. on that day. Mark 

items: Walk-in Dinner. Thanks! 

 

Thanks to Those Serving this Month… 

January 6 
 Assisting Minister Bob Schoendorf 
 Acolyte please speak to Pastor 
 Reader Janice Reynen 
 Ushers Gerry Lauro & Joe Salerno 
 Communion Prep Marge Fisher 
 Fellowship please sign up 

January 13 
 Assisting Minister Carolyn Tedesco 
 Acolyte Gavin Aquino 
 Reader Mary Pensallorto 
 Ushers Diane Backhaus & Sue Brislin 
 Communion Prep Kim Salerno 
 Fellowship Aquino Family 

January 20 
 Assisting Minister Jody Eiden 
 Acolyte please speak to Pastor 
 Reader Linda Ganger 
 Ushers Anthony Rizzo & Bill Whitney 
 Communion Prep Christine Keeler 
 Fellowship Please sign up 

January 27 
 Assisting Minister Bill Whitney 
 Acolyte Gavin Aquino 
 Reader Bob Schoendorf 
 Ushers Roy & Bethel Borgeson 
 Communion Prep Carolyn Tedesco & 
    Christie Rutherford 
 Fellowship Annual Meeting – Fellowship 
    Committe 
 
Counter (Council)  Mary Pensallorto 
Teller  Caressa Keyser 
 
Pastor’s email: adventwyckoffpastor@gmail.com 
Church email: adventlutheranwyckoff@gmail.com 
 

UPDATE: Since March 2016 when Advent began 
collecting books for youth of 
the Paterson & Passaic Boys 
& Girls Clubs, 2036 books 
have been donated! Many of 
the books are used by 
young people to help 
teach their parents to 
speak English. A 
special thank you to 
Art Collard for coordinating and overseeing the 
important outreach ministry. 
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