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FROM PASTOR JOSEPH 
When people ask me 
what Lutherans be-
lieve, I often tell them 
we believe in ecumen-
ism. That means we 
have an open posture 
toward other faith 
communities. We pray 
for one another’s suc-
cess, meet to discuss 

common concerns, and believe that we have 
something to learn from one another. We 
have two very exciting opportunities to learn 
from leaders of other faith communities in 
February. 
 On Monday, February 4th at 7:30 pm, 
Advent will host Fr. Stephen Fichter and 
members of the St. Elizabeth’s community for 
evening prayer, a discussion of Pope Francis’ 
2018 exhortation Rejoice and Be Glad, and re-
freshments. We’ll also have time for questions 
and answers about Francis’s legacy and the 
future of the Catholic Church. In addition to his 
theological degrees, Fr. Stephen holds an M.S.W. 
and Ph.D. from Fordham University. He is also a 
research associate at Georgetown University’s 
Center for Applied Research on the Apostolate. 
His dissertation, a study of Catholic priests who 
become Protestant ministers, was published by 
Lexington Books in 2015.   
 Why should Lutherans care about Pope 
Francis? For one, the public fascination with 
Francis has changed the way people think 
about and engage with Christianity. Francis’s 
tenure has sparked lively debate over issues 
like the death penalty, climate change, 
women’s leadership, and ecumenical partner-
ships. You can’t understand the future of the 

church without understanding the debates 
about Francis’s legacy.  
 Francis is also not just a spiritual leader. 
The reopening of diplomatic ties between the 
U.S. and Cuba during the Obama presidency 
was the product of negotiations instigated and 
hosted by the Vatican. Francis has also been in 
the news lately because of the Vatican’s nego-
tiations with the Chinese government over the 
role of bishops in official and underground 
Catholic circles. Francis affects the world you 
live in whether you’re a Catholic or not. We are 
fortunate to have Fr. Stephen join us to talk 
about what Francis means for Catholics and 
Lutherans alike. 
 On Thursday, February 7 at 10:00 am, 
Advent will host Rabbi Beni Wajnberg of 
Temple Beth Rishon at our weekly Bible study. 
Reb Beni will walk us through a well-known 
story from the Hebrew Bible and discuss how 
he thinks about reading scripture as a rabbi. 
You will also have an opportunity to ask ques-
tions about Jewish traditions and practices.  
 If you haven’t read the Hebrew Bible with 
someone with a good knowledge of Hebrew 
before, I think you will find this incredibly fas-
cinating. Because of the way Hebrew words are 
built, the style and rhythm of the language is 
loaded with theological meaning. It is almost 
like the text itself becomes a character in the 
story it tells. Reading the Bible in English is 
good. Reading the Bible in Greek is better. 
Reading the Bible in Hebrew is the best. 
 Both of these events will give you an 
opportunity to engage in new ideas, think out-
side the “Lutheran” box, and build new rela-
tionships. Hope to see you there. 
 Peace and courage, 
 Joseph Schattauer Paillé, Pastor 

Worship 

 Saturday 5:00 pm Contemporary 

 Sunday 9:30 am Traditional 

Sunday School 9:20 am 

 September – May 
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FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
A few weeks ago, Pastor Joseph 

and I discussed church business 
over lunch at a Chinese restau-
rant. When we'd finished our 
meal, the waiter brought two 

fortune cookies on a plate. I cracked mine 
open to reveal this enigmatic message: 

Everything serves to further 
Huh? At first, I dismissed this "fortune" as 
nothing more than a phrase that bolstered the 
stereotype of Eastern inscrutability. But pastor 
issued a challenge. He said he'd give me a 
dollar if I could use those words in my next 
president's message. With that monetary 
gauntlet thrown down, I decided to ponder the 
little slip of paper more deeply. 
 It finally made sense to me as I read our 
annual report. In it, we see how many things 
we do over the course of a year and how many 
people contribute to the life of our church. 
Our hard-working Social Ministry volunteers 
extend Advent's reach beyond our walls, 
while our Fellowship team labors (in the 
kitchen and elsewhere) to keep us connected 
with each other. Volunteers sing in the choir, 
prepare for communion, count the offering 
and take it to the bank. They teach Sunday 
School, serve on Council or the Endowment 
Committee, visit the sick and homebound. 
They are ushers, assisting ministers, acolytes 
and readers. Indeed, everything serves to 
further our mission as a community of faith.  
Pay up, pastor.  

Bill Whitney, Council 
President 

 
 

 

EVENING STUDIES DURING LENT 
Wednesday evening studies will resume on 
March 13 at 7:00 pm. If you have topics or 
ideas for what you would like to study (i.e., a 
particular book of the Bible, era in church 
history, particular social topic) please let me 
know so I can start pulling resources together. 

Pastor Joseph 

ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Advent’s annual congregational meeting, held 
Sunday, January 27, was well-attended and 
upbeat. Treasurer Peter Rutherford reported 
that, for the third consecutive year, we fin-
ished 2018 with a budget surplus. With a 
checking account balance above $93,000 he 
feels we can loosen the purse strings a bit to 
pay for some “big ticket” maintenance items. 
These include resurfacing the driveways and 
parking lot and repairing or replacing some of 
our building’s original doors. Accordingly, we 
approved a 2019 operating budget of $290,746 
plus a supplemental budget of $20,000 for 
special maintenance items. 
 Susan Poff and Ryan Spector were elected 
to the Church Council. Dick Freimuth and Clint 
Poff, who’d been appointed by the Council to 
the Endowment Committee, were confirmed 
in those positions. Last year, our Endowment 
Fund distributed a total of $34,500 to eight 
worthy organizations. 
 Pastor Joseph delivered an inspiring 
speech stressing his pride in Advent and his 
optimism about the future. A copy is included 
in this newsletter and is available on our web 
site www.adventlutheranwyckoff.org for those 
who couldn’t be there to hear it. 
 Finally, thanks to Mary Pensallorto and 
her Fellowship Committee for serving a deli-
cious lunch and cleaning up after the meeting. 

Bill Whitney 
Council President 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
Free Concert: Saturday, 
February 16 at 8pm 
Concert for Hope and 
Healing After an 
Addiction Death and 
Wyckoff Stigma Free. 
Hosted by Cedar Hill 
Christian Reformed Church, 422 Cedar Hill 
Avenue, Wyckoff. 

Faith & Grief Luncheon hosted by Christian 
Health Care Center. The luncheon is free by 
RSVP is recommended. Contact Pastor 
Joseph or visit faithandgrief.org. 

http://www.adventlutheranwyckoff.org/
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SOUP-ER BOWL LIII 
Continuing Coverage 
Saturdays, Feb. 2 & 9 
Sundays, Feb. 3 & 10 

Line up for the kick-off 
of Soup-er Bowl LIII at 

Advent! You can root for the 
Los Angeles Rams or the New England Patriots 
at the Score Board in the narthex (that’s the 
entry gate). Support your team and our local 
Human Team by contributing to THE DRIVE of 
the game: the push to feed all our neighbors 
through the Center for Food Action in Mahwah. 

One can soup = One Vote 
(or non-perishable food item) 

$1.00 = One Vote 
Check the scoreboard to see who is winning at 
Advent. And you can definitely impact the 
outcome of this game! 
 For those of you who are running a little 
late, there will be a Review the weekend after 
the Soup-er Bowl so you can still give your 
“votes.” If your team wins, it’s a PRAISE vote 
for their hard work. If your team loses, it’s a 
PROTEST vote because they should have won. 
Results of our Advent Soup-er Bowl voting 
will be announced! 

 
We’re collecting boxes 
of Valentine Cards for 
CFA clients’ children. 
Your donation gives a 
youngster the chance to 
participate in classroom card exchanges. 
Please have all donations in by Sunday, 
February 10. THANK YOU. 
 
Plans are made for three visits to St. Matthew 
Trinity Church’s Lunchtime Ministry in 
Hoboken on Monday, Feb. 4, Wednesday, Feb. 6, 
and Tuesday, Feb. 19. Carol Brighton and Bob 
Thompson have coordinated the trips and will 
leave our area about 7 a.m.; they have room for 
three more people. Please contact Carol at 201-
760-1350. The Lunchtime Ministry, a recent re-
cipient of Advent’s Endowment Fund, provides 
outreach support in terms of meals, clothing, 
shelter and social interaction. 

FROM FELLOWSHIP 
“Nothing brings people together 

like good food” 

ADVENT’S FIRST INTERNATIONAL DINNER!!! 
Saturday, March 30h, 2019 ⬧ 6:00 p.m. 

Open to all congregants, their families& friends 
Please bring an international (or your 

favorite) appetizer or dessert 
Advent will supply the dinner, wine and beer. 

Sign up is located in the narthex or you can 
call/text Mary Pensallorto 201.240.6556 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED 
Please consider hosting coffee hour.  It is easy.  
Directions and help can be 
provided.  All you have to do is 
supply the bagels or cake or fruit 
and milk.  Advent members love 
to mingle and talk.  This is the 
sign of true fellowship.  Sign up is 
near the Fellowship Hall or you can 
call or text Mary Pensallorto at 201-
240-6556.  The people of Advent thank you! 

Thanks to everyone who participated in 
Advent’s fundraiser at Blue Moon Mexican Café 

on Monday, January 14. 
We received a check from Blue Moon for 

$203.65 for in-house sales of $943.27 
and on-line gift cards of $75.00. 

     
 

BOOK GROUP 
Advent’s Book Group meets monthly from 
September to June in the church library on the 
third Monday at 1:00 pm. Everyone is invited 
to join us for lively discussions. Upcoming 
book selections are: February 18: Eleanor 
Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman; 
March 18: Bright as Heaven by Susan 
Meissner; April: The Storyteller’s Secret by 
Sejal Badani 



4 
 

ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT 
TO BE A PROPHET? 

 “God has spoken…. what 
Prophet can keep quiet?” 
Amos 3:8b 
“The prophets continue 
to be the most powerful 
and effective voices ever 
heard on this earth for 
keeping religion honest, 

humble and compassionate”. This quote, from 
Eugene Peterson’s The Message expresses 
powerfully why the words uttered by this 
diverse group chosen by God still matter. Look 
around…...we have priest scandals in the 
Catholic Church, religious “feuds” dividing 
Christians and Muslims, and an ever-increasing 
number of people emotionally damaged or 
killed in God’s name. At various times in 
history, God reached out to select individuals 
and asked them to speak for him. The written 
record of those proclamations is known to us 
as “the Prophets” section of the Bible. 
 Approaching it can be a bit of a challenge. 
First of all, there are 17 “prophetic” books of 
the Bible, lumped into categories of “minor” 
and “major” prophets. Don’t let the noise fool 
you. The reason some books are “major” or 
“minor” deals with the length of the book and 
nothing else. Isaiah (a major) has 66 books, 
and takes a while to read, while Amos (a 
minor) has nine chapters, and can be easily 
read in a sitting. I will choose to ignore those 
designations, and try to drill down on what 
important messages are relevant for their 
time and ours. Secondly, you need to know a 
bit of history to understand some of the 
dynamics as the Prophets speak. For instance, 
Amos, a Judean (from the southern kingdom), 
was sent by God to Israel (the northern 
kingdom) to prophesy. That is the equivalent 
today of a Mexican man coming north to tell 
the United States how to conduct themselves. 
I will try to avoid a lengthy history in these 
articles. You can read the Biblical “history” 
book if you are interested. 

 The fun part of the prophets are the 
stories themselves. None of these people 
asked God for the job. In many cases, they 
sought to avoid the “ask”. For example, when 
Jonah was directed by God to go to Nineveh, 
he headed in the opposite direction as fast as 
he could. He ended up being swallowed by a 
great fish, and spit back on the land. Hosea 
was asked by God to marry a prostitute, with 
the unlikely name of Gomer. Isaiah was 
directed by God to remove his clothes and 
walk about naked, which he did for three 
years. Jeremiah got to put on an ox yoke and 
walk around, while Ezekiel lay in the dirt 
making a model of the city of Jerusalem. In 
each case, there was a point to this, but 
imagine the believing it took, for instance, to 
put an ox yoke around your neck and march 
around. The prophets are diverse people as 
well. Amos was a shepherd, while Isaiah a 
noble of the royal court. The only point of 
centrality I can determine is that they spoke 
boldly when God directed them. 
 Was it fun to be a prophet? I doubt it. 
Their message was unpopular, and more than 
one’s life was threatened. The content re-
mained consistent. They reminded Israel of 
the covenant they made with God, and told 
them they had broken it. Amos and others 
specifically enumerated reasons, and offered 
hope if Israel repented. Since it was doubtful 
Israel would, they then explained (forecasted) 
the consequences of their disobedience. They 
decried idolatry, social injustice, corruption 
and oppression in society. By and large, the 
Jews didn’t listen until the consequences of 
their sin were manifested. 
 In summary we have a diverse group, 
chosen by God, willing to do most anything 
God asks, at the expense of their dignity, social 
standing and perhaps life. Not a job they 
wanted, but their words still have the power 
to change your life and mine. Next month, we 
begin our examination of the prophetic life-
style by considering Amos and Hosea, 
prophets at around the same time. Amos, the 
shepherd, and Hosea, the husband of Gomer. 
Their powerful words resonate today.      Gerry 
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 Happy FEBRUARY Birthday to… 
 2 Carolyn Wilson 13 Roy Borgeson 

 6 Tom Baxter 18 John Havens 

 7 Liliana Joseph 19 Erica Salisbury 

 7 Anderson Joseph 21 Brooke Deker 

11 Tina Miles 25 Ellen Papera 

12 Sofia Bodin 27 Karen Wilson 

12 Art Collard 

 

Happy FEBRUARY Anniversary to… 
4 Dan & Aleta Keller 

 

Thanks to Those Serving this Month… 

February 3 
 Assisting Minister Linda Ganger 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Gerry Lauro 
 Ushers John Havens & Chris Reynen 
 Communion Prep Lois Salisbury 
 Fellowship Please sign up 
  
February 10 
 Assisting Minister Bob Schoendorf 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Carolyn Tedesco 
 Ushers Frank & Mary Pensallorto 
 Communion Prep Bethel Borgeson 
 Fellowship Anna Schattauer Paillé 
  
February 17 
 Assisting Minister Carolyn Tedesco 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Roy Borgeson 
 Ushers Gerry Lauro & Joe Salerno 
 Communion Prep Kay Tangen 
 Fellowship Please sign up 
  
February 24 
 Assisting Minister Jody Eiden 
 Acolyte Please sign up 
 Reader Diane Havens 
 Ushers Bill Whitney & Linda Ganger 
 Communion Prep Jean Olenich 
 Fellowship Joseph Family 
 
Teller (Council) Janice Reynen 
Counter  TBD 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

Monday, February 4th at 
7:30 pm, Advent hosts Fr. 
Stephen Fichter and 
members of St. Elizabeth’s 
for evening prayer, a 
discussion of Pope Francis’ 

2018 exhortation Rejoice and Be Glad, and 
refreshments. There will be time for questions 
and answers about Francis’s legacy and the 
future of the Catholic Church. 

Thursday, February 7 at 10:00 am, Advent 
hosts Rabbi Beni Wajnberg of Temple Beth 
Rishon at our weekly Bible study. Reb Beni 
will walk us through a well-known story from 
the Hebrew Bible and 
discuss how he thinks 
about reading scripture 
as a rabbi. You will a 
chance to ask questions 
about Jewish traditions 
and practices. 
 

 
 

A CHURCH IS A MOSAIC 
A mosaic consists of thousands of little stones. 
Some are blue, some are green, some are 
yellow, some are gold. When we bring our 
faces close to the mosaic, we can admire the 
beauty of each stone. But as we step back from 
it, we can see that all these little stones reveal 
to us a beautiful picture, telling a story none of 
these stones can tell by itself.  

 That is what our life in 
[the church] is about. 
Each of us is like a little 
stone, but together we 
reveal the face of God 
to the world. Nobody 
can say: “I make God 

visible.” But others who 
see us together can say: “They make God 
visible.” [Christian] community is where 
humility and glory touch.  

—Henri J.M. Nouwen  
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FOR YOUR MARCH CALENDAR 

Rev. Sara Lilja / Lutheran 
Episcopal Advocacy Ministry of 

New Jersey 
Advocacy 101 

Sunday, March 3 @ 10:45 AM 
 


