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FROM PASTOR JOSEPH 
On February 18th, we will celebrate a baptism 
at the 9:30 service. As I was going over the lit-
urgy the other day, one of the questions from 
the ELW rite of baptism jumped out at me. As 
the candidate for baptism is brought forward, 
the presiding minister asks the sponsors, “Do 
you promise to nurture this person in the 
Christian faith….and to help them live in the 
covenant of baptism and in com-
munion with the church?” The 
sponsors will (hopefully) respond, 
“I do.” While the rite acknowledges 
that faith is something that needs 
to be taught, it doesn’t give any 
clear guidelines or help for how to 
teach it.  
 One of the most common 
ways to teach someone the faith is to give 
them a Bible so they can grow in the scrip-
tures. But it’s difficult to read the Bible with-
out some kind of guide to help understand 
how to use it. Because e-readers collect data 
from their users, we know that the first chap-
ters of Genesis are among the most frequently 
read and annotated in the entire Bible. One 
possible reason is that these chapters are 
integral to the Christian faith. The more likely 
reason is that many people who try to read 
the Bible like any other book give up some-
where around Genesis 3.  
 Another option is to use the Trinity as a 
kind of guide. We start with the Father, say 
something about Jesus, and then move on to 
the Spirit. This is a fine method, but not for the 
faint of heart. Systematic theologies that try to 
explain Christian beliefs about God this way 
often run into the thousands of pages. The 
most important one of the past century, Karl 

Barth’s Church Dogmatics, runs for over six 
million words. If that sounds like a lot, consider 
that Barth died before he could finish it.  

For our Wednesday night studies dur-
ing Lent, we will try another way of teaching 
or explaining the faith. We’ll be using Gordon 
Lathrop’s book Central Things: Worship in 
Word and Sacrament as a way to explore how 
Christian beliefs and traditions are expressed 

in worship. Central Things isn’t a 
manual for worship (i.e., hold your 
hands like this, receive the offering 
like this). Instead, it puts different 
components of the liturgy in con-
versation with one another to 
examine what lies at the center of 
our liturgical life. As Lathrop 
writes in the introduction, “To 

what God do the matters at the heart of our 
worship actually bear witness?” To put it 
another way, what does our worship convey 
about God?     

Baptismal sponsors certainly have a 
responsibility to nurture the baptized in the 
faith, but it is always God who creates faith in 
us. At the end of the book, Lathrop notes that 
in worship “God continually brings us again, 
together, into faith and so into hope and love.” 
In our worship and teaching, service and 
proclamation, God continues to grow the gift 
of faith in us. 

 Peace and courage, 
  Pastor Joseph Schattauer Paillé 
 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY BEGINS 
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READING BACKWARDS: 
WHY THE OLD TESTAMENT MATTERS 

 Christians who read the Bible are great. 
They begin with Matthew 1:1, and never look 
back until they finish Revelation. Most of the 
time, they tend to ignore the Old Testament. 
There are plenty of reasons to do this: anyone 
who has ever tried to plow through the laws 
in Leviticus or the “begats” in Genesis under-
stands why. The language, translated from 
Hebrew, seems difficult to fit into conversa-
tional English. With its focus on living under 
the law, it appears to be addressed to the Jews 
living then, and has little relevance to our 
Christian walk today. Unless you want to sac-
rifice an animal, or read about many kings 
behaving badly, why bother? 
 Jesus seems to have a con-
trasting thought. In Luke 24 Jesus, 
in disguise, encounters two fol-
lowers post crucifixion as they 
journey from Jerusalem. The two 
fellows are looking sad. Jesus en-
gages them in conversation, and 
(beginning in verse 18) “then 
one of them, whose name was 
Cleopas, said, ‘are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does 
not know about the things that 
have taken place there in these 
days?’” In further discussion, these men appear 
to have lost hope. Jesus straightens them out 
by saying (verse 25) “oh how foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets declared? Was it not necessary that 
the Messiah should suffer these things and 
enter into his glory?” Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. There was no New Testament then. 
If Jesus found his story prophesied in the Old 
Testament, who are we to argue? 
 In that light, Pastor Joseph recommended 
a book entitled Reading Backwards by Richard 
B. Hays. The book’s claim is that the Gospels 
teach us how to read the Old Testament, and 
at the same time, the Old Testament teaches 

us how to read the Gospels. At first, this seems 
a little strange, but the more you think about 
the more logical it appears. Judea, and espe-
cially Galilee, had gone through a period of 
severe tribulation, through famine, war, and 
persecution. One of the principal “hopes” of 
the Jews would be that a King or “messiah” 
would arise and be the redeemer of Israel. 
This theme, cited at least four times in Isaiah 
(41:1-15, 43:14-21, 44:24, 26b and 49:7), was 
also an expectation of the other prophets. 
Israel had been promised a king, and the 
people awaited his arrival. 
 When you read “forward”, the Old Testa-
ment (OT) tells the story of a people and their 
relationship to God. Despite their many mis-
steps, God continued to honor their hearts, 
and promised them a homeland, in exchange 

for them worshipping him 
(her?) and him only. The people 
failed to live up to that promise 
and ultimately lost their home-
land to invaders and lived in 
exile. Upon return from that 
exile, they waited in hope for the 
promised king to deliver them 
from oppression. That, at least, 
very briefly reflects the “surface” 
telling of the story. The Jews today 
still await that Messiah.  
 Things change a bit when you 

read the Bible “backwards”. Knowing what we 
do about the life, death, and rebirth of Jesus 
Christ, the OT bears record to Jesus’ coming. 
There are numerous references in the Gospels 
as to how Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of a 
coming King. There are in fact 124 OT refer-
ences in Matthew, 109 in Luke, 70 in Mark, 
and 27 in John. Seen in the clear vision of 
hindsight, you begin to realize there exists a 
depth to the OT that a “surface” read would 
never uncover. Not only did Israel get their 
promised King, but Jesus also fulfilled the OT 
law by his life, death, and resurrection. Addi-
tionally, he became King to us all – Jews and 
Gentiles alike. Mr. Hays writes “only by read-
ing backwards in light of the Resurrection 
under guidance of the Spirit, can we under-
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stand both Israel’s scripture and Jesus Christ’s 
words…..once this revelation dawns upon us, 
we see that it is not just the Temple and the 
festivals that prefigure Jesus: for (the Gospel 
of John) it is the whole narrative of God’s 
gracious dealing with Israel.” 
 When I have talked about the Bible with 
some of my Jewish friends, I always joke by 
saying they should finish the book: they stop 
just as the going gets good. When you re-read 
the Old Testament in light of the coming of 
Jesus, you realize how finely God, by inspiring 
the writers of scripture, laid his plans for the 
coming of his Son. You cannot completely 
understand the New Testament without 
acquiring knowledge of the Old Testament. 
Conversely, you cannot comprehend the 
depth of the OT without studying the New 
Testament. Today, I challenge you to read the 
scriptures “backwards”, and get a little more 
Old Testament knowledge. You can skip some 
of the “begats” and law portions and get to the 
good stuff.  

Gerry Lauro 

 
Advent’s Book Group – 2018 
Join us on Monday, February 19, 1:00 pm to 

discuss Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker, 
by Jennifer Chiaverini. Other 
books we will discuss are: 
March: The Rent Collector by 
Camron Wright; April: Before 

We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate; May: The 
Women in the Castle by Jessica Shattuck; June: 
Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 
 

COFFEE & 
FELLOWSHIP – 
It’s So Lutheran! 
Fellowship is a ministry that gives us the 
chance to get to know each other in a casual 
setting. Please consider hosting a Sunday fel-
lowship hour soon. The coffee is premeas-
ured, water and juice are supplied; hosts just 
need to set up the coffee and bring milk and 
goodies. Contact Mary Pensallorto with any 
questions: 201-670-4127. Thanks. 

FROM SOCIAL MINISTRY 
We delivered 13 coats, 1 ski suit, 21 pairs of 
gloves, 19 hats, 9 combo hat/gloves, 7 scarves, 
1 pair of socks, and 1 shirt to Bergen County 
Health and Human Services Clothing Drive for 
the Homeless. These items were from our 
Giving Tree and Priceless Treasures dona-
tions. The leaders of the drive were extremely 
grateful saying, "God Bless You!” and they 
didn't even know I was from a church. Many 
thanks to all who contributed! 

 The Souper Bowl Sunday 
soup collection ends February 
4! Bring in a can of soup with a 
dollar bill around it. Thank you 
to all who continue to donate to 
this very important attempt to 
fill the shelves of CFA. We will 
also collect boxes of children’s 
Valentine cards until February 4 for the young 
clients at the CFA. Many of our friends and 
neighbors benefit from our efforts!  

January 29 was the Walk-
In Dinner in Hackensack to 
feed the homeless. Thank 
you to Heidi Teitelbaum, 
Christie Rutherford, and 
our tireless volunteers, 

who make it a priority to be there, as 
well as everyone else who baked, cooked, 

delivered, and served!  
   

 

It has truly been a pleasure to work with you 

all as we came together in ministry to our 

community these past six years. I am humbly 

thankful to be a member of such a thoughtful 

congregation as this! 
Yours in Christ, 

Kathy Zinn 
Social Ministry Chairperson 

2011-2017 
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Happy February Birthday to… 
 1 Dottie Surdez 12 Nathan Rios 
 2 Carolyn Wilson 13 Roy Borgeson 
 6 Tom Baxter 18 John Havens 
 7 Liliana Joseph 19 Erica Salisbury 
 7 Anderson Joseph 20 Christina Bannan 
11 Tina Miles 25 Ellen Papera 
12 Sofia Bodin 27 Karen Wilson 
12 Art Collard 

Happy February Anniversary to… 
4  Dan & Aleta Keller 
7  Ted & Janet Schulz 
   

VALENTINE’S DAY 
In the early Christian church, 
there were three priests 
named Valentine or 
Valentinus. Though they 
didn’t live at the same time, 
each was said to be holy and 
each had been martyred for 
his faith. All three priests 
were designated as saints. 
Around the year A.D. 498, 
Pope Gelasius declared 
February 14 as St. Valentine’s Day. 
 Valentine’s Day came to be associated with 
love, romance, and marriage. The day is now so 
popular that only during Christmas season do 
people mail more greeting cards. 
 No matter how many cards, flowers or 
sweets you receive this Valentine’s Day, be 
assured that God loves you with an “everlasting 
love” (Jeremiah 31:3, NRSV).  

 

Sharing Your Time & Talents 
Communion Care is part of Music and Worship. 
Setting up bread and wine is a very important, 
but easy, duty. We need new volunteers to help 
set up and clean up after weekend worships. 
We have 12 people each scheduled about four 
times a year; with more volunteers, it would be 
less frequent! If you’ve never done it before 
and want to partner with someone (one person 
sets up and one cleans up) that can be 
arranged. Please contact Christie Rutherford, 
coordinator, with questions or to volunteer:   
christierrutherford@hotmail.com or 201-848-
9576. Thank you! 

Thanks to Those Serving this Month… 
February 4 
 Assisting Minister Bill Whitney 
 Reader Bill Whitney 
 Ushers John Havens & Chris Reynen 
 Communion Prep Melissa Rizzo 
 Fellowship Please sign up 
February 11 
 Assisting Minister Carolyn Tedesco 
 Reader Janice Reynen 
 Ushers Mary & Frank Pensallorto 
 Communion Prep Barbara Lauro 
 Fellowship  Kay Tangen 
February 18 
 Assisting Minister Jody Eiden 
 Reader Diane Havens 
 Ushers Gerry Lauro & George Collard 
 Communion Prep Kay Tangen 
 Fellowship Please sign up 

February 25 
 Assisting Minister Linda Ganger 
 Reader Mary Pensallorto 
 Ushers Bill Whitney & Joe Salerno 
 Communion Prep Lois Salisbury 
 Fellowship Please sign up 

Thankful offerings to… 
 Bill and Peg Whitney for the Chinese dinner 

between Christmas Eve services 
 Roy Borgeson for serving as Council 

President these past two years 
 Kathy Zinn for serving as Council Vice 

President and all her time on Council 
 Linda Ganger and Bill Schoendorf for their 

service as Council members 
 Everyone who helped decorate for 

Christmas 
 Marlena Zinn for delivering hats and mittens 

to Bergen County Home and Human Services 
 Bill Joseph for his help with the Christmas 

pageant 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Noon: Spoken Service 
7:00 pm:  Worship 
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