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Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Sunday • April 1, 2018 
Isaiah 25:6-9  •  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  •  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 •  Mark 16:1-8 

  

That first Easter morning was a simple affair. No lilies and hydrangeas. No 
hymns with trumpet flourishes. No new pastels that had been put away for the winter 
either. No, those three women who went to the tomb that first Easter morning 
brought only spices. It was a simple, even solemn, affair because Jesus’s life had ended 
in failure. They had certainly hoped that more would come from it.  

Jesus’s ministry seemed so promising, so full of potential. Especially during 
those early days in Galilee. The way he raised up Simon’s mother-in-law who was so 
sick she couldn’t even get out of bed. The way he fed five thousand people with just 
five loaves of bread and two fish. The time the crowd surrounding the home Jesus 
was in grew so large that an injured man’s friends had to lower him in through the 
roof. Jesus seemed to go right to those places that seemed devoid of God’s presence. 
But when Jesus walked into the room, maybe, just maybe, people thought, things 
could be different.   

But Jesus was never content to fix individual problems, never satisfied to just 
help people get through the day. So then he started challenging the religious 
authorities and political institutions that abused their power. But the world was more 
concerned with maintaining the status quo than the change that Jesus was promising. 
And so when Jesus finally went to Jerusalem, he was crucified. Jesus’s ministry began 
in the places that seemed devoid of God’s presence. And that’s exactly where it 
ended, too. And so when news got back to Galilee about how Jesus was crucified, it 
looked as if death was going to be a fact of life. God said “Yes” to us in Jesus, and the 
world responded, “No.” 
 Many of us have heard that “No” echo into our own lives this past year. We 
have heard it on the news or from a friend who calls us at three A.M. We have seen it 
in pink slips on our desk and a yellow flyer on the front door. We don’t call it Galilee, 
but we call it by many other names. We call it Parkland and Las Vegas. We call it 
Kabul and Caracas. We call it the Hudson River bikeway and a nondescript hospital 
room. Places we go expecting to meet death or its shadow.  
 And those women who went to the tomb certainly must have expected the 
same. To be greeted by death. To find only the remnants of their hopes for Jesus’s 
life. They had hoped for better things, but now they are concerned only with the 
logistics of Jesus’s death. They are so preoccupied with these rituals blessing death 
that they don’t think to ask the obvious question: Who is going to roll the stone away 
from the tomb? 
 And when they finally get to the tomb, that question has, remarkably, taken 
care of itself. The stone covering the entrance to the tomb has been rolled away. And 
puzzled by what this means, Did someone move Jesus’s body? Did someone steal his body?, they 
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go inside. And they’re greeted by a man who tells them that “Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified… has been raised.” And even better, he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee. 

These three women hear the original Easter proclamation. That the man who 
was lifted up on the cross by the world has been lifted up from death by God. That 
no matter how far the world tries to push God away, God is still present. That the 
world’s “No” has been defeated by God’s “Yes.” That Jesus’s ministry, his life and 
work, which was rejected by the world, which ended in failure, has been vindicated by 
God.  
 That is a good Easter story, right? When you’re at Easter brunch today and 
someone asks you what the Easter story was, this is probably what you would come 
up with. There were some people who went to the tomb to anoint Jesus, Jesus wasn’t 
there, the tomb was empty, Jesus has been raised apparently, so they went and told 
some other people.  

Is that how this story ends? No. Because when the man tells the women to go 
tell the other disciples that Jesus will appear to them in Galilee, the women do not do 
what you would expect. They do not sing God’s praises. They do not thank this man 
for telling them what happened. They do not even ask each other what exactly is 
going on. No, Mark says that “they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone for they were afraid.”        

It is a deeply unsatisfying ending to the story. The ending of the gospel 
according to St. Mark: Terror and amazement seized them and they said nothing to anyone. 
That’s it. It’s so abrupt, so disjointed, that the early church even tacked some more 
conventional Easter stories on the end of Mark’s gospel to try to make it a little easier 
to swallow. The story doesn’t have a nice ending on it. The gospel, like Jesus’s own 
life, seems to end in failure. The women are told to go tell everyone about Jesus, and 
they leave terrified. 

And it’s an unsatisfying ending for a more obvious reason, too. Jesus never 
shows up in it. In all of the other gospels the resurrected Christ appears somewhere. 
You can see the resurrection. You can hear it. You can feel it. You can get some time 
to process it, some clues to help you figure out exactly what it means that Jesus has 
been raised. In Matthew, Jesus gives the famous Great Commission to go out in 
service to all the world. In Luke, he appears to the disciples on the Emmaus Road in 
the breaking of the bread. In John, he even tells Thomas to put his hand in his 
wound. In Mark, nothing. Terror and amazement seized them and they said nothing to anyone. 
Happy Easter. 

If the ending of Mark’s gospel strikes you as unsatisfying, that’s probably 
because it’s not an ending. It’s an invitation to look back. This man in the tomb tells 
the women that if they want to see the resurrected Jesus, they need to go back to 
Galilee. They need to go back to where Jesus’s ministry began. To the house where 
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Jesus healed Simons’ mother-in-law. To the shore where he fed the five thousand. To 
the house with the hole in the roof. Because God’s “Yes” to us and our lives is not 
something that comes to us only after death. It’s something that comes to us in spite 
of death. So go back to the beginning and see how God’s “Yes” comes to us in the 
midst of our seemingly ordinary lives. St. Mark has no resurrection appearance 
because the entire gospel is a resurrection appearance. 

What does the resurrection of Jesus look like? It looks like Jesus healing 
Simon’s mother-in-law. What does God’s “Yes” to us sound like? It sounds like Jesus 
pulling the thatch off the roof so they can lower your friend down. What does the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting taste like? It feels like being fed in that 
crowd of five thousand. 

So, the man says, “If you want to see the risen Lord, go back to Galilee.” Jesus 
is “going ahead of you.” So go to the places that seem devoid of God’s presence. The 
places where you encountered death in all its forms, the places where you only hear 
“No.” Just like Simon’s mother-in-law found resurrection at Simon’s home, just like a 
man found resurrection as he was lowered through a thatch roof, and just like a crowd 
found resurrection on a breezy lakeshore. Go back to the places that seem devoid of 
God’s presence.  

So go back to that bike path with the yellow police tape still on the asphalt. 
Go back to that stale fellowship hall to get your 24 hour sobriety chip. 
Go back to the bright classroom with the newly empty desks. 
Go back to the places that seem like they are filled with only death. Because 

Jesus is going there ahead of you. 
 

Joseph Schattauer Paillé, Pastor 


