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Rev. Joseph Schattauer Paillé, Pastor 

Saturday 5:00 pm: Contemporary Worship  

Sunday School 9:20 am September - May 

Sunday 9:30 am Traditional Worship 
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FROM PASTOR JOSEPH 
 We can’t seem to get enough of heaven. A 
quick search on Amazon reveals that a quar-
ter of the top twenty bestsellers in the Chris-
tian theology section are about heaven and 
the afterlife. Most of these are earnest 
attempts to explain or prove what heaven is 
like. For the past few weeks, I’ve been 
watching a more comic imagining of heaven 
on the NBC sitcom “The Good Place.” (No 
spoilers. Promise.) The show is about a lacka-
daisical woman named Eleanor who dies in a 
tragic accident involving runaway shopping 
carts and wakes up in the utopian community 
that the show takes its name 
from. Hilarity ensues when 
Eleanor realizes she was put in 
heaven by mistake and has to 
navigate her new surroundings 
without being discovered.   
 “The Good Place” is a com-
edy and you don’t want to ruin 
the joke by overanalyzing it. 
But the “The Good Place” is 
interesting in part because it 
uses common ideas about the 
afterlife detached from their 
religious moorings. Whether 
you get into heaven depends on how much 
good you accomplished in your life. More-
over, heaven is imagined as the perfect 
version of life. (Like ice cream? Have as much 
as you want! Like The Beatles? They’re back 
together!) But there is no god, Christian or 
otherwise in the picture. Equally important, 
there is no concept of grace or forgiveness. 
And since the afterlife is a surprise, it doesn’t 
change how people live their lives. The result 

is a vision of heaven that feels familiar and 
yet deeply strange. 
 Another provocative take on our ideas 
about heaven come from Anselm Kiefer, a 
German artist born at the end of World War 
II. Much of Kiefer’s work explores the connec-
tions between spirituality, history, and 
memory. In “Everyone Stands Under His Own 
Dome of Heaven,” a German officer stands in 
an empty field surrounded by a blue dome. 
The man perceives his dome as the heavens. 
But from our vantage point, we can see that 
his heaven is only a projection of his own de-
sires. What he sees as heaven is preventing 

him from seeing the world as 
it is. Kiefer suggests that our 
own imaginings of heaven of-
ten cause more harm than 
good. 
 Walter Kasper, a cardinal 
in the Catholic Church and 
one of Pope Francis’s most 
important influences, is fond 
of saying that heaven is not an 
empty room where God waits 
around for the communion of 
saints to show up. In Jesus the 
Christ, his most influential 

book, Kasper writes that heaven “does not 
simply exist; it comes into being… in the Res-
urrection and Exaltation of Christ.” By tri-
umphing over death, Jesus creates a new way 
for us to be in relationship with God. Heaven 
is not a place so much as it is a relationship. 
Even death doesn’t change the most funda-
mental thing about us which is our relation-
ship with God in Jesus Christ.  

Peace and courage,  
Joseph Schattauer Paillé, Pastor 
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FROM THE COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT 
Dear Brothers and Sisters of 
Advent, 
Wishing you all the best as the 
Christmas season commences. I am thankful to 
report that Advent is operating well. Our 
finances are running on budget, our youth 
program is solid, and we’ve seen some new 
faces in our pews. We are supporting Wreaths 
Across America as Advent member Janet 
Schulz is the local coordinator for this national 
program. Please see the article in this news-
letter. In addition to contributing $375 for the 
purchase of 25 wreaths, Advent will host the 
ceremony at noon on December 16. 
 Advent’s youth went on the annual 
horseback riding trip in October and look 
forward to the traditional NYC trip to Ellen’s 
Stardust Diner, St. Patrick’s Cathedral and see 
the tree at Rockefeller Center.  
 Priceless Treasures continues to be a 
wonderful ministry; Kathy Zinn and Karen 
Arnone are tireless in their efforts! Over $2400 
was raised to purchase gifts and books for 
children of The Nurturing Place and Star of 
Hope Ministries. Additionally, many useful 
items were taken for distribution to those less 
fortunate in southern states. 
 Social ministry continues to flourish 
during December with the book wrapping, 
Seafarers’ satchels, and the Giving Tree. The 
CFA support is strong. Thanks to Art and Helen 
Collard and Carol Brighton who lend great 
effort to these programs. 
 To date, Stewardship Chair Bill Whitney, 
reports 31 pledges have been received, which 
is on track. As always, your stewardship 
pledges help the Church Council plan the next 
year’s budget and are invaluable to Advent’s 
ongoing operations. 
 Our Commemoration Celebration in honor 
of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
was a wonderful evening of food, fun, and 
fellowship. Janice Reynen, Linda Ganger and 
the  Fellowship committee did an amazing job. 
Reformation “Bingo” was fun and educational!  

 In closing, I specifically want to thank Joe 
Salerno, Fred Monk, Pastor Carol Brighton, and 
Jason Hart for organizing, adapting, and con-
ducting worship services in Fellowship Hall the 
weekend of November 18 and 19. Even finding 
out there was no heat in the sanctuary late 
Saturday afternoon, services went off as lively, 
thoughtful and inspired as always. It’s reminis-
cent of when Advent started in Fellowship Hall. 
It is a reminder to be grateful to those who 
went before us to establish our wonderful 
congregation. 

 With gratitude, 
Roy Borgeson 

rhborg@aol.com 
 

"Living Faithfully, Giving Generously" 
  

The response to our Fall Stewardship cam-
paign has been encouraging. As of Sunday, 
November 19, we received 35 pledges from 
families or individuals totaling $117,076. 
However, we still have a way to go. Last year, 
the final tally was 51 pledges totaling 
$148,888. If you have not yet made a commit-
ment, please do so now. All pledges are 
confidential and can be adjusted at any time if 
your circumstances change. Extra pledge cards, 
along with Time & Talent sheets, are available 
in the narthex or in the church office. If you 
have any questions or concerns, please call me 
at 201-848-9059.  

   
 

All contributions to be credited for 2017 
MUST be received by Sunday, December 31st. 

 

2018 Offering Envelope Boxes will be  
IN THE NARTHEX DECEMBER 3rd. 

Please take yours as soon as possible. It is 
very expensive to mail them. Thank you. 
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FROM SOCIAL MINISTRY 
CENTER FOR FOOD ACTION COLLECTION 
In the usual generous fashion, Advent mem-
bers donated $785 in cash and checks to 
purchase dinners, $170 in 
grocery store gift cards, 39 
bags of groceries, a case of 
canned vegetables and 
seven turkeys. Thank you 
to Kirstin Wagner and 
Carol Brighton for delivering 
everything to the CFA. 
 
SEAFARERS’ CHRISTMAS BAGS 
CHRISTMAS AT SEA Once again 
we are filling satchels for our 
Lutheran Seafarer’s Mission to 
distribute to all the ships in 
New York ports in the weeks 
before Christmas; on Christmas Eve the ship’s 
captain distributes the bags so all the seafarers 
far from home have a Christmas gift. A ship 
normally has 25 seafarers so our goal is to fill 
at least 25 bags. You can pick up a white bag 
and a shopping list under the bulletin board in 
the narthex. Typically you can buy the whole 
shopping list for less than $25. Please put your 
name on the poster by the number on your bag 
and return the filled bag by Monday, December 
11th or earlier; check off your number when 
you return the bag. Call Carol Brighton, 201-
760-1350 with questions. Christmas Blessings 
and Calm Seas in the New Year! 
 
TIME TO WRAP IT UP: Sunday, December 10 
immediately following worship we will wrap 
the books for children at the Nurturing Place. 
Please bring wrapping paper, tape, and your 
favorite scissors. This VERY conveniently 
coincides with the Fellowship cookie swap!! 

 
Gifts for the Nurturing Place 

Ornament tags are up in the 
narthex with gift requests 
from the children at the 

Nurturing Place. Please remember to 
sign your name next to the tag number. Return 
date for gifts is Friday, December 15. 

MITTEN TREE: Every year we 
decorate the tree with mittens, 
hats, scarves, socks, etc. that 
are given to the Center for 
Food Action. The tree will be 
up through the end of the 
year. Thanks for your 
generosity. Please feel free 

to place your personal Christmas card on the 
tree to share with your church family.  
 

Mark your calendars: Monday, January 29 is 
our first 2018 walk-in dinner in Hackensack. 

 
Advent will host the 

ceremony for 
WREATHS ACROSS 

AMERICA in WYCKOFF 
NOON, SATURDAY, 

DECEMBER 16 

Local volunteers will make sure that the 225 
Christian veterans laid to rest at the Wyckoff 
Reformed Church Cemetery are honored on 
National Wreaths Across America Day, 
Saturday, December 16 with a live balsam fir 
wreath placed at every veteran’s headstone at 
10:00 a.m. followed by a noon ceremony at 
Advent. Ceremonies are held simultaneously at 
over 1,000 locations across the U.S. with the 
laying of 1.1 million wreaths annually. 
 Wreaths Across America is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization founded to expand the 
annual wreath laying ceremony at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 
 

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE: Please fill out 

a communion card! Each year every church in 
the ELCA is required to submit a report to the 
National Church offices. The report includes 
the number of people who attended and 
communed during the year. If you have not 
filled out a communion card in 2017 please do 
so before year’s end. We strive to provide the 
most accurate picture of our congregational 
family. I appreciate your cooperation. Thanks.  

Sharon Monk, Parish Administrator 
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FROM CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 
Please join us on 
December 17 during 

church for our annual 
Sunday school Christmas 
pageant. The Sunday school 

kids and families will host coffee hour that day 
also. Hope to see you all there! 
 

FROM MUSIC & WORSHIP 
ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS 

The sign-up chart is on the 
bulletin board in the narthex. 
Cost is $15 per plant with 
choice of red, white, or pink. 
Deadline to order is Sunday, 
December 17. You can take 
your plants home after the 
Christmas Day service. Make 
checks payable to Advent Lutheran Church, 
with the designation poinsettias. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17  3-5 PM 
Share Advent’s gifts of 
Joy and Song as we sing 
Christmas Carols for 
members who find it 
difficult to get out. Meet 
at the church parking lot 
to get hymn booklets and 
directions. Call Janice 
Reynen at 201-693-5262 
with questions. 

 
SANCTUARY DECORATING 

Saturday, December 23 from 9 – 10 a.m. Join 
the Decorative Arts Committee to arrange the 
poinsettias on the altar. The more the merrier! 
Janice Reynen: fortressreynen@gmail.com or 
201-693-5262. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE & DAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
9:30 am 4th Sunday of Advent 
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Worship 
10:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight 
10:00 am Christmas Day Worship 

FROM FELLOWSHIP 
DECEMBER COFFEE HOUR 

On Sunday, December 10, Fellowship will have 
a cookie swap; this is in coordination with gift-
wrapping the books for The Nurturing Place 
AND we will sing favorite Christmas carols. 
Two prizes will be awarded for 
"most festive" cookie: one for 
adult and one for child. 
Fellowship will choose the 
winners! Get baking!! 
 Fellowship is a ministry 
that gives us the chance to 
get to know each other in a casual setting. 
Please consider hosting a Sunday fellowship 
hour soon. The coffee is premeasured, water 
and juice are supplied; hosts just need to set 
up the coffee and bring milk and goodies. 
Contact Linda Ganger with any questions: 
201-444-4993. Thanks. 

 
Jesus Through the Centuries 
Starting November 29 at 7 p.m., 

I will be leading a four-week 
discussion of Jaroslav 
Pelikan's Jesus Through 

the Centuries. Pelikan, 
who taught church history at Yale for nearly 
half a century, analyzes Jesus’ impact on 
music, literature, economics, and politics. The 
New York Times described the book as "an 
enlightening and often dramatic story . . . as 
stimulating as it is informative." I invite you to 
come to one discussion or all four. There is no 
prep work or materials needed ahead of time. 
A condensed version of the week's topic will 
be available on the church website for those 
unable to attend.           Pastor Joseph 
 

THANK YOU! 
Dear Members of Advent Lutheran,  
Thank you so much for thinking of me while I 
am at college. It is so enjoyable getting an 
email notifying me that a package has arrived. 
The goodies have already been consumed by 
my roommates and I. Thank you again for 
everything. Hope to see everyone during 
Christmas.   John Pensallorto

mailto:fortressreynen@gmail.com
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Happy December Birthday to 
 2 Richard Carbone 12 Marisa Lightenberg 
 3 Bobby Schoendorf 12 Matt Ritacco 
 3 David Wilson 14 Ian Havens 
 6 Carly Brown 14 Sue Weir 
 6 Terry Carbone 16 Karen Campbell 
 6 Rich Zinn 17 Julie Vajda Roach 
 7 Jennifer Spector 18 Kevin Aquino 
 8 Carol Brighton 18 Carl-Erik Skonberg 
 9 Joan Agner 20 Ryan Spector 
 9 Kelly Macke 23 Alice Stroh 
 9 Clint Poff 25 Carol Saliu 
11 Dan Keyser 31 Marijke Creswick 

12 George Collard  

Happy December Anniversary to 
 3 Ed & Kathy Soares 
 6 John & Diane Havens 
13 Chris & Alice Stroh 
30 Frank & Gretchen Ritacco 

Thankful offerings to… 
 Carol Brighton for coordinating the 

Thanksgiving food collection and 
Seafarers satchels. Note: each Seafarers 
bag contains a hand knit cap made by 
Carol 

 Kirsten Wagner for delivering all the 
items collected for Thanksgiving to the 
Center for Food Action 

 Christie Rutherford for organizing and 
setting up the Giving Tree for the 
Nurturing Place 

 EVERYONE who helped with the 500th 
Anniversary Reformation Celebration – 
check out the pix on the bulletin board 

 Art and Helen Collard for book 
collection efforts assisting the CFA, 
Boys and Girls Club of Paterson & 
Passaic and Roberto Clemente School 

 Advent’s Endowment Committee for 
sponsoring 25 wreaths for veterans’ 
graves at Wyckoff Reformed Church 

THANKS TO THOSE SERVING THIS MONTH… 
December 3 
 Assisting Minister Linda Ganger 
 Acolyte  Paige Kirk 
 Reader Janice Reynen 
 Ushers John Havens & Chris Reynen 
 Communion Prep C. Tedesco & C. Rutherford 
 Fellowship Please sign up 
December 10 
 Assisting Minister Jody Eiden 
 Acolyte Victoria Cunningham 
 Reader Diane Havens 
 Ushers Mary & Frank Pensallorto 
 Communion Prep Carol Saliu 
 Fellowship  Cookie Exchange 
December 17 
 Assisting Minister Bill Whitney 
 Reader Mary Pensallorto 
 Ushers Gerry Lauro & George Collard 
 Communion Prep Christine Keeler 
 Fellowship Sunday School 

December 24 9:30 worship 
 Assisting Minister Bob Schoendorf 
 Reader Jody Eiden 
 Usher Joe Salerno  
 Communion Prep Christie Rutherford 
 Fellowship Please sign up 

December 24 5:00 pm Christmas Eve 
 Assisting Minister  Linda Ganger 
 Ushers Les Derbyshire, Kay Tangen 
  Anthony Rizzo, Matt Rizzo 
December 24 10:00 pm 
Assisting Minister Bill Whitney 
Reader Janice Reynen 
Ushers David Swenson, Chris Reynen 
  Andy Reynen, Matt Reynen 

December 31 
Assisting Minister Carolyn Tedesco 
 Reader Carolyn Tedesco 
 Ushers Roy & Bethel Borgeson 
 Communion Prep Lisa & Liz Fastuca 
 Fellowship Please sign up 

Teller (Council) Cheryl Cunningham 
Counter    Anthony Rizzo 

 
Pastor Joseph & Anna invite everyone to the Parsonage 

 on Saturday, December 9 from 6-9 pm for a Christmas Reception. 
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CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS 
Branch (Tree) of Jesse  
Isaiah used the image of a new tree growing 

from what appears dead to foretell God’s 

redemption of Israel: “A shoot will come up 

from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a 

Branch will bear fruit” (Isaiah 11:1, NIV). 

During Advent, this prophecy assures 

us of the coming of the Messiah, 

descended from King David, and 

thus his father, Jesse.  

 


